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NORTHAMPTONSHIRE  COUNTY  COUNCIL. 


ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF  THE 

MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 

» 

FOR  THE  YEAR  1909. 


THEREWITH  have  the  honour  to  present  the  Thirteenth 
Annual  Report  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  to 
the  County  Council  of  Northamptonshire,  including 
a  summary  of  the  Annual  Reports  of  the  Medical  Officers  of 
Health  for  the  several  Districts  within  the  Administrative 
County.  The  arrangement  of  the  Report  is  the  same  as  in 
the  preceding  years,  so  that  comparison  may  be  made  with 
ease  in  regard  to  specified  matters. 

There  were  four  Inquiries  held  by  the  Local  Government 
Board  during  the  year  1909  relative  to  public  health  matters 
in  the  Administrative  County,  as  shewn  in  the  following 
table  : — 


Date. 

Sanitary  District. 

Subject. 

Amount 
of  Loan. 

Result. 

Feb.  9th 

Daventry  Rural 

Sewerage  and  Sewage 
Disposal  at  Weedon 
Bee 

£8,250 

Referred  back 

July  8th 

Brackley  Borough 

Water  Supply  at 
Brackley 

£265 

Sanctioned 

Aug.  18th 

Kettering  Urban 

Sewerage  and  Sewage 
Disposal 

£650 

Sanctioned 

Nov.  11th 

Kettering  Rural 

Cemetery  purposes  at 
Barton  Latimer 

£1,870 

Referred  back 
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The  work  of  supervision  in  regard  to  questions  of  River 
and  Stream  Pollution  has  been  carried  on  regularly  and 
systematically.  There  are,  however,  some  cases  of  sewage 
effluents  which  have  varied  in  quality  markedly  during  the 
year,  and  which  will  require  constant  watching  in  the  future. 
Notable  among  these  are  the  effluents  from  the  sewage  disposal 
works  of  the  Borough  of  Northampton,  which  are  dis¬ 
charged  into  the  River  Nene  below  Earls  Barton.  These  efflu¬ 
ents  have  been  under  observation  for  several  years,  and,  though 
I  have  not  been  able  to  point  to  any  continuous  pollution  of 
the  river  by  them,  attention  has  had  to  be  called  to  occasional 
bad  effluents  and  complaints  made  at  intervals  have  testified 
to  their  variable  quality.  During  the  year,  suspicion  fell  on 
that  portion  of  the  Northampton  Sewage  Farm,  which  borders 
on  what  is  known  as  the  Ecton  Brook  and  into  which  a 
cutting  enters  from  the  lower  boundary  of  the  farm.  The 
entry  of  this  cutting  to  the  Ecton  Brook  is  guarded  by  a  valve, 
moveable  by  a  v/inding  apparatus.  On  April  29th,  1909, 
I  found  that  this  valve  was  partly  raised,  so  that  the  flow 
along  the  cutting  to  the  Ecton  Brook  was  unimpeded,  and 
that  the  water — though  not  great  in  volume — was  dirty 
in  appearance,  and  sufficiently  so  to  slightly  discolour  the 
back-water  of  the  River  Nene  into  which  the  Ecton  Brook 
discharged.  On  June  9th,  1909,  I  found  the  same  valve 
nearly  closed,  but  allowing  some  small  flow  of  brown  coloured 
water  from  the  sewage  farm  into  the  Ecton  Brook.  In  the 
evening  of  July  8th,  1909,  after  the  meeting  of  the  County 
Council  and  on  returning  home,  I  received  information  which 
led  me  to  visit  the  locality  the  next  day.  I  inspected  the 
condition  of  things  at  White  Mills,  near  Earls  Barton  Station. 
I  saw  a  number  of  dead  fish  in  the  river  above  the  Mill  up  to, 
but  not  beyond,  Ecton  Brook,  and  under  the  Mill  wheel,  also 
some  floating  about  in  the  pool  below  the  mill.  A  labourer 
from  the  Northampton  Sewage  Farm  was  at  work  getting 
fish  out  from  the  neighbourhood  of  the  mill,  and  I  saw  a  pit 
into  which  he  had  emptied  already  a  couple  of  buckets  full 
of  dead  fish  ;  there  was  at  least  the  same  quantity  visible 
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in  the  water  by  the  Mill.  I  ascertained  further  from  him 
that  half  a  cart  load  of  fish,  estimated  to  be  about  ten  cwt., 
had  already  been  taken  to  the  Northampton  Sewage  Farm 
to  be  buried  or  destroyed.  The  inmates  of  the  mill  informed 
me  that  the  dead  fish  were  first  observed  in  the  morning  of 
the  8th  instant,  and  that  they  considered  there  were  obvious 
signs  of  sewage  pollution.  They  had  noticed  occasionally, 
since  the  beginning  of  June,  1909,  evidences  of  sewage  pol¬ 
lution,  wThich  could  only  have  come  from  the  Northampton 
Sewage  Farm,  but  of  these  I  had  had  no  intimation.  It  was 
evident  that  the  volume  of  noxious  liquid  from  the  Northamp¬ 
ton  Sewage  Farm  must  have  been  large  during  the  night  of 
July  7th  or  the  early  morning  of  July  8th — very  greatly 
larger  in  fact,  and  much  worse  in  character,  than  I  had  seen 
flowing  into  the  Ecton  Brook  on  either  April  29th  or  June 
9th, — and  it  is  probable,  in  my  opinion,  that  its  discharge,  as 
evidenced  by  the  effects  on  the  fish,  was  concentrated  and 
sudden.  The  whole  matter  was  reported  to  the  Welling¬ 
borough  Rural  District  Council  at  their  meeting  on  August 
4th,  and  the  subject  was  passed  over  then  as  there  had  been 
no  continuance  of  the  pollution.  Similarly  it  was  felt,  at  the 
next  County  Council  meeting  in  October,  that  the  lapse  of 
time  was  not  favourable  to  proceedings  being  taken  against 
the  Corporation  of  Northampton,  but  that,  should  a  similar 
pollution  occur,  the  Council  should  be  specially  summoned 
for  the  purpose  of  giving  authority  for  proceedings  to  be  taken. 
In  the  meantime,  the  condition  of  the  effluents  from  the 
Sewage  Farm  is  being  kept  under  close  observation.  The 
completion  of  the  filter-beds  at  the  sewage  disposal  works 
of  the  Kettering  Urban  District  during  the  year  is  a 
matter  of  congratulation,  and  the  effluents  therefrom  have 
been  of  a  very  favourable  character.  Observations  will  be 
taken  throughout  the  year  to  ascertain  if  the  good  condition 
of  the  effluents  is  maintained.  I  regret  that  the  working  of 
the  sewage  disposal  works  of  the  Finedon  Urban  District 
has  not  been  uniformly  satisfactory  during  the  year.  In 
my  opinion,  the  land  of  the  sewage  farm  is  insufficient  to  deal 
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with  the  volume  of  sewage  put  upon  it  without  the  aid  of 
additional  settling  tanks  and  filter-beds.  On  the  other  hand, 
I  have  been  glad  to  note  improvement  in  the  treatment  of 
the  sewage  in  the  Raun.ds  Urban  District,  where  a  com¬ 
mencement  has  been  made  in  the  matter  of  septic  tank 
accommodation  at  the  sewage  disposal  works.  I  hope, 
however,  that  the  complete  scheme  of  the  Surveyor  for  that 
district  will  be  proceeded  with,  as,  wfith  the  laying  on  of  the 
new  water  supply  to  the  closets  of  the  town,  it  is  obvious 
that  the  volume  of  sewage  to  be  dealt  with  will  be  largely 
increased,  and  suitable  additional  land  would  in  any  case 
be  very  difficult  to  obtain  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  present 
works.  In  the  Kettering  Rural  District  considerable 
alterations  have  been  made  towards  the  better  working  of 
the  sewage  disposal  works  at  Burton  Latimer,  which  will  be 
kept  under  observation,  as  also  must  the  somewhat  primitive 
method  of  sewage  treatment  at  Grafton  Underwood.  At 
Geddington,  the  scheme  for  dealing  with  the  sewage  of  that 
place  has  failed  in  the  production  of  a  good  effluent,  and 
careful  consideration  of  the  steps  to  be  taken  to  overcome 
the  difficulties  of  this  case  will  be  necessary.  It  is  satisfactory 
to  be  able  to  record  the  completion  of  the  schemes  for  sewage 
disposal  at  Woodford  and  the  outlying  portion  of  Islip  in 
the  Thrapston  Rural  District,  as  also  the  schemes  for 
Chelveston  and  Twywell,  and  their  future  working  will  be 
kept  under  observation.  The  construction  of  a  silt-chamber 
in  connection  with  the  main  outfall  sewer  at  Thrapston  has 
also  to  be  recorded,  and  I  am  hopeful,  too,  that  the  arrange¬ 
ments  made  for  the  future  supervision  of  the  sewage  disposal 
works  at  that  place  wili  be  productive  of  better  results.  In 
the  Wellingborough  Rural  District  more  than  one  case 
of  importance  has  come  up  for  consideration.  The  working 
of  the  sewage  tanks  at  Bozeat  has  by  no  means  always  been 
satisfactory,  and  the  attention  of  the  District  Council  was 
called  thereto.  At  Wollaston  it  became  plain  also  that  the 
sewage  farm  was  proving  insufficient  for  the  task  of  puri¬ 
fication  put  upon  it.  A  storm  overflow  from  the  main  sewer 
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over  a  fixed  weir  has  now  been  constructed,  and  it  remains 
to  be  seen  whether  the  quantity  of  land  can  be  so  satisfactorily 
worked  as  to  avoid  an  extension  of  the  farm.  A  trade  problem 
has  arisen  in  connection  with  the  sewage  disposal  works  at 
Little  Irchester.  A  firm  of  Chrome  Glazed  Kid  Manufacturers 
have  opened  works,  and  by  the  trade  refuse  passed  by  them 
into  the  sewer  have  over-taxed  the  capacities  of  the  sewage 
farm  which  was  laid  out  in  the  years  1903-1904.  The  District 
Council  have  consulted  their  engineers  and  an  expert  analyti¬ 
cal  chemist,  as  to  the  best  means  of  dealing  with  the  difficulties 
of  the  case,  and  I  am  hopeful  that  some  arrangements  may  be 
come  to  shortly  by  which  these  will  be  overcome.  I  cannot 
but  think  that  the  trade  effluent  can  be  largely  treated  on 
the  premises  of  the  firm,  and  probably  to  their  own  advantage. 

The  work  of  Supervision  of  the  Midwives  has  been 
carried  on  throughout  the  year  with  very  satisfactory  results 
and  without  friction.  Two  cases  of  puerperal  fever  occurred 
in  the  practice  of  the  certified  midwives  during  the  year 
1909,  as  against  four  cases  in  1908,  and  as  against  two  cases 
in  each  of  the  years  1906  and  1907.  The  number  of  confine¬ 
ments  attended  by  the  midwives  was  1790,  of  which  42  were 
stillbirths,  as  against  1815  confinements  and  31  stillbirths 
in  1908,  and  as  against  1768  confinements  and  42  stillbirths 
in  the  year  1907.  The  midwives  were  responsible,  therefore, 
for  38.0  per  cent,  of  the  total  births  in  the  County  for  the  year, 
as  against  37.5  per  cent,  in  1908,  and  37.1  percent,  in  1907. 
In  respect  of  these  births,  the  midwives  sent  for  medical  aid 
in  125  instances,  or  6.9  per  cent,  of  the  total  number  of  cases 
attended  by  them ,  as  against  6.6  per  cent,  in  each  of  the  years 
1907  and  1908  ;  the  cases  in  which  medical  assistance  was 
asked  for  are  shewn  in  the  following  table  of  causes  due  to 

Labour—  Totals. 

Breech  Presentation  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Face  Presentation  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Impacted  Breech  Presentation .  1 
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Labour —  Totals. 

Funis  Presentation  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Transverse  Presentation  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

Ante-Partum  Haemorrhage  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Post-Partum  Haemorrhage  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Instrumental  Labour  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Prolonged  Labour  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  10 

Exhaustion  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Eclampsia  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Abortion  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

Contracted  Pelvis  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Ruptured  Perineum  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Adherent  Placenta  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

Uterine  Inertia  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

Rigid  Cervix  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Retained  Membranes  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 


Lying-in — 

Phlebitis 

High  Temperature 
Rheumatism 


1 

5 

1 


Newly  Born  Child — 
Convulsions 

Debility  . 

Premature  Births 
Stillbirths  ... 

Weak  Heart 
Ophthalmia 
Spina  Bifida 
Umbilical  Hernia  ... 
Hare  Lip  ... 

Cleft  Palates 
Goitre 

Malignant  Jaundice 


125 


II 


Eight  deaths  of  intants  occurred  in  the  practice  of  the 
midwives  before  the  arrival  of  medical  assistance,  and  in  the 
case  of  five  of  these  inquests  were  held,  but  in  no  instance 
was  blame  attributed  to  the  midwives.  142  midwives  notified 
their  intention  of  practising  in  the  County  during  1909.  Of 
these,  9  only  acted  temporarily,  7  have  left  the  County,  3 
have  died,  and  one  has  retired  from  practice.  The  total 
number  on  the  register  at  the  end  of  the  year  was  therefore 
122  as  against  the  same  number  in  1908  ;  of  the  former 
number  28  were  district  nurses.  Of  31  other  certified  mid¬ 
wives  residing  in  the  County,  9  are  engaged  in  public  in¬ 
stitutions,  4  have  retired  from  practice,  and  18  (including 
7  district  nurses)  have  no  intention  of  practising  at  present 
as  midwives.  87  of  the  practising  midwives  are  certified  on 
the  ground  of  being  in  bona-fide  practice  for  12  months  before 
the  passing  of  the  Midwives  Act,  1902.  One  woman 
was  awarded  a  midwifery  scholarship  during  the  year 
by  the  Education  Committee,  and  being  successful 
in  passing  the  examination  of  the  Central  Midwives  Board, 
has  commenced  to  practise  at  Potterspury  and  neighbourhood, 
and  one  other  scholar  is  undergoing  training  at  the  present 
time.  These  women  are  trained  under  the  auspices  of  the 
Association  for  Promoting  the  Training  and  Supply  of  Mid¬ 
wives,  and  under  the  terms  of  their  scholarships  they  are 
obliged  to  practise  in  the  County  of  Northampton  for  the 
first  three  years  after  becoming  certified.  The  total 
number  of  inspections  made  by  the  Inspector  of  Midwives 
during  the  year  1909  was  530.  Miss  Kingham  has  re¬ 
ported  to  me  specially  as  follows: — ‘‘The  importance 
“of  breast-feeding  has  been  again  particularly  brought 
“  before  the  notice  of  the  midwives,  and,  from  enquiries 
“  made,  I  find  that  out  of  1748  live  births  occurring  in  their 
“practice,  1697  were  breast-fed,  and  51  bottle-fed  im- 
“  mediately  after  birth,  the  numbers  in  1908  were  1742,  and 
42  respectively.”  In  this  connection  it  may  be  stated 
here  that  the  cards  on  Infant-feeding  are  found  still 
to  be  most  useful.  Applications  for  supplies  have  been 
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made  to  me,  and  205  copies  were  sent  out  during  the  year. 
In  addition,  600  copies  (the  same  number  as  in  the  previous 
year)  were  distributed  as  seemed  desirable  by  the  Inspector 
of  Midwives.  Miss  Kingham  has  reported  also  as  follows  : — 
‘  ‘  I  am  glad  to  be  able  to  report  a  steady  progress  in  the 
“  work  of  the  jnidwives  ;  in  a  few  cases  their  attention  has 
“  been  drawn  to  a  particular  rule,  such  as  attending  mis- 
“  carriages  without  summoning  medical  aid,  or  records  not 
“  being  sent  in  (the  latter,  however,  being  a  very  rare 
“occurrence  nowadays),  and  on  a  subsequent  inspection  I 
‘  ‘  have  generally  been  able  to  report  favourably.  I  have 
“  been  particularly  pleased  by  the  way  in  which  the  mid- 
*’  ‘  wives  have  attended  to  the  eyes  and  mouths  of  the  infants, 
‘  ‘  only  in  two  instances  has  a  case  of  ophthalmia  been  recorded, 
“  and  these  were  very  slight  cases.  I  have  visited  a  large 
“  number  of  cases  both  with  the  midwife  and  without  her, 
“  and  ha^e  generally  found  mother  and  baby  clean  ;  but  in 
“  some  cases  there  was  great  lack  of  ventilation  in  the  room, 

‘  ‘  and  I  had  to  urge  the  mother  to  have  the  window  open, 
“  and  the  fireplace  unstopped.  I  should  like  to  see  more 
“  easily  constructed  cots  for  the  infant  to  sleep  apart  from 
‘  ‘  its  mother,  and  lessons  have  been  given  to  the  midwives 
“as  to  how  to  devise  a  cot  from  an  orange  box  or  banana 
“  box,  clothes  basket,  &c.,  though  in  very  few  instances  has 
‘  *  there  been  a  case  of  overlaying.  Three  new  centres  have 
*  ‘  been  opened  up  for  midwifery  practice,  Middleton  Cheney, 
“  Loddington,  and  Potterspury,  with  their  surrounding 
‘  ‘  districts.  The  fee  charged  in  the  County  for  attendance 
“  on  the  mother  and  baby  for  the  ten  days  varies  from  5/- 
“  to  7/6,  but  in  a  few  instances  10/-  to  12/-  is  obtained. 
“  In  every  home  d  visited  I  was  very  pleased  to  notice  the 
“  card  on  infant  feeding  hanging  in  the  room,  and  I  am  sure 
“  this  has  been  a  great  help,  particularly  to  young  mothers. 
“  I  have  spoken  to  the  midwives  about  the  use  of  dummy 
“  teats,  but  this  is  a  most  difficult  question  as  the  midwives 
‘ f  say  that,  even  if  the  teat  is  not  used  during  the  time  they 
“  are  in  attendance,  it  is  given  as  soon  as  the  mother  is  about 
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“  again.  Case  books  have  been  very  well  kept  ;  where  the 
“midwife  cannot  write,  a  daughter  or  neighbour, — in  one 
“  place  the  schoolmaster — attends  to  it.  Most  of  the  bags 
“  have  now  been  discarded  for  baskets  which  are  more 
‘  *  easily  kept  clean,  and  on  the  whole  have  been  found  satis- 
“  factory.  Antiseptics  are  well  up  to  the  modern  standard, 
“  and  the  midwives  have  kept  themselves  well  supplied. 
“The  difficulty  of  teaching  the  thermometer  to  the  very 
“  ignorant  is  being  got  over  by  a  new  kind  having  been 
“  made  with  a  large  red  line  to  indicate  ‘  danger,’  and  sold 
“  at  the  price  of  i/-.  I  think  that  most  of  the  midwives  are 
“  trying  to  conform  to  the  rules  of  the  Central  Midwives 
“  Board.”  During  the  second  half  of  the  year  the  Report  of 
the  Departmental  Committee  appointed  by  the  Lord  President 
of  the  Council  to  consider  the  working  of  the  Midwives  Act, 
1902 ,  was  published.  The  terms  of  reference  to  that  Com¬ 
mittee  were  ‘  ‘  To  consider  the  working  of  the  Midwives  Act 
“  1902,  and  in  particular  with  reference  to  the  supply  of 
“  midwives  and  the  cost  of  training,  the  remuneration  of 
“  medical  men  summoned  on  the  advice  of  midwives  under 
“  the  rules  in  pursuance  of  the  Act,  and  the  delegation  of 
“their  powers  by  County  Councils  under  the  Act.”  On 
the  general  working  of  the  Act  the  Report  states  that  ‘  ‘  there 
‘  ‘  has  been  singularly  little  effective  criticism  directed  against 
“  its  main  provisions  or  the  methods  by  which  it  has  been 
“  sought  to  give  effect  to  them,”  and  that  “  through  assist- 
“  ance  given  to  training,  through  efficient  inspection  by 
‘  ‘  means  of  properly  certified  ladies  appointed  to  that  end, 
“  and  through  the  identification  of  the  work  under  the  Act 
“with  the  general  object  of  health  administration,  much 
‘  ‘  has  been  done  to  popularise  it  and  bring  its  benefit  under 
“public  notice.”  It  is  also  recorded  that  “  coincidently 
‘  ‘  with  the  operation  of  the  Act,  a  notable  reduction  has  taken 
“place  in  the  death  rate  from  puerperal  septic  diseases.” 
In  reference  to  the  question  as  to  the  supply  of  midwives  and 
the  cost  of  training,  the  deficiency  in  the  number  of  midwives 
apprehended  as  likely  to  occur  after  the  31st  March,  1910 
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is  far  from  general,  and  appears  to  resolve  itself  mainly  into 
a  question  of  distribution.  I  do  not  anticipate  that  a  shortage 
of  midwives  will  be  more  than  partially  felt  in  Northampton¬ 
shire.  The  Committee  definitely  deprecate  any  postpone- 
•  ment  of  the  date  after  which  uncertified  women  will  be  pro¬ 
hibited  from  attending  habitually  and  for  gain  women  in 
childbirth,  except  under  the  direction  of  a  medical  practitioner 
or  in  cases  of  emergency.  They  recommend,  however,  that 
the  powers  of  county  councils  should  be  extended  so  as  to 
enable  them  to  charge  upon  the  County  Fund  contributions 
in  aid  of  the  training  of  midwives  for  work  in  their  areas, 
and  this  would  help  certainly  to  ensure  that  the  supply  of 
independent  midwives  should  be  equal  to  the  demand.  The 
Committee  consider,  moreover,  that  in  rural  districts  the 
practice  of  midwifery  might  be  combined  with  district  nursing, 
“  provided  that  the  requirements  of  the  medical  officer  of 
‘  ‘  health  and  the  rules  of  the  Central  Midwives  Board  are 
‘  ‘  carefully  observed.  ”  This  proviso  is  of  the  greatest  import¬ 
ance,  as  without  it  I  should  regard  this  recommendation  of 
the  Committee  as  gravely  open  to  question.  Certainly  the 
general  adoption  of  it  in  Northamptonshire  has  not  been 
shewn  yet  to  be  required.  There  are  other  recommendations, 
subsidiary  to  these  principal  ones,  mainly  intended  to  meet 
the  wants  of  areas  where  a  deficiency  in  the  supply  of  mid¬ 
wives  is  very  marked.  The  difficult  subject  of  the  Remunera¬ 
tion  of  Medical  Men  summoned  on  the  advice  of  Midwives, 
which  was  not  provided  for  in  the  Midwives  Act,  1902,  and 
which  has  given  rise  to  a  good  deal  of  hardship  and  not  a 
little  feeling  of  resentment  in  many  districts  throughout  the 
country,  has  received  very  careful  consideration  at  the  hands 
of  the  Committee.  They  point  out  that  in  deference  to  a 
widely  expressed  feeling  on  the  subject,  the  Local  Government 
Board  issued  a  circular  (covering  the  Rules  of  the  Central 
Midwives  Board),  under  date  29th  July  1907,  to  boards  of 
guardians  throughout  the  country  calling  their  attention  to 
the  powers  they  possessed  under  Section  2  of  the  Poor  Law 
Amendment  Act,  1848,  and  suggesting  ‘‘that  medical  men 
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“  and  certified  midwives  practising  in  the  poor  law  union 
“  should  be  informed  that  in  cases  arising  under  Rule  18  the 
“  guardians  will,  on  being  satisfied  that  the  woman  is  too 
‘  ‘  poor  to  pay  the  medical  fee,  be  prepared  to  exercise  their 
‘  ‘  powers  under  the  section  and  pay  a  reasonable  remunera- 
“  tion  to  the  medical  man  called  in.”  The  Public  Health 
Committee,  as  the  local  Supervising  Authority,  gave  promin¬ 
ence  to  this  circular  by  addressing  a  letter  to  all  the  Boards 
of  Guardians  in  the  County  thereon,  and  I  am  glad  to  know 
that  this  communication  has  been  the  means  of  mitigating 
some  of  the  difficulties  previously  experienced.  The  absence, 
however,  of  a  general  provision  for  the  payment  of  medical 
fees  led  the  Departmental  Committee  to  recommend  (i)  that 
a  secure  expectation  of  payment  should  be  given  to  a  medical 
practitioner  summoned  on  the  advice  of  a  midwife  in  a  case 
of  emergency,  (ii)  that  the  poor  law  authority  should  be  res¬ 
ponsible  for  the  payment,  and  should  be  empowered  to  charge 
the  fee  paid  as  “  relief  on  loan  ”  to  the  patient,  (iii)  that  a 
quarterly  return  of  cases  in  which  payments  have  been  made 
should  be  sent  by  the  guardians  to  the  local  supervising 
authority,  and  (iv)  that  the  scale  of  fees  should  be  fixed  by 
order  of  the  Local  Government  Board  on  a  systematic  basis, 
having  regard  to  local  conditions.  If  this  scheme  of  remunera¬ 
tion  be  adopted,  it  seems  to  me  that  the  solution  of  a  vexed 
question  will  be  arrived  at  in  a  satisfactory  manner.  In  regard 
to  the  matter  of  Delegation  of  their  powers  by  County  Councils , 
I  am  glad  to  be  able  to  report  that  the  Committee  record 
their  opinion  with  no  uncertain  voice  ;  indeed  their  sole 
recommendation  thereon  is  confined  to  the  following  clause, 
viz.,  “  the  power  of  delegation  to  district  councils  under 
‘  ‘  section  9  of  the  Act  should  be  withdrawn  ;  and,  in  cases 
‘  ‘  where  it  is  still  exercised,  the  delegation  should  be  revoked.” 
The  whole  report  of  the  Committee  is  a  practical  vindication 
of  the  excellent  manner  in  which  County  Councils  generally 
have  administered  the  Act. 

It  will  be  remembered  that,  during  the  years  1908  and 
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1909,  part  of  the  work  assigned  to  the  Health  Visitor  was  in 
connection  with  the  influence  of  the  industrial  employment 
of  married  women  of  the  artisan  class  upon  infant  mortality. 
The  areas  in  which  the  facts  were  collected,  as  a  contribution 
to  the  national  inquiry  instituted  by  the  Home  Office,  were  the 
Urban  Districts  of  Finedon  and  Rushden.  It  was  not  to  be 
expected  that  this  small  limited  local  inquiry  would  furnish 
results  sufficiently  indicative  of  the  conclusions  likely  to  be 
arrived  at  in  the  consideration  of  the  combined  series  of 
inquiries  which  were  arranged,  but  the  contribution  from  this 
County  to  the  sum  total  may  be  regarded  as  of  value,  as  being 
in  itself  free  from  errors  of  variation  in  respect  of  class  and 
occupation.  The  data  collected  have  been  tabulated  as 
requested  by  the  Home  Office,  so  that  the  broad  conclusions 
desired  to  be  arrived  at  may  be  facilitated,  and  they  have 
been  forwarded  to  that  Department  of  the  State.  It  will  be 
of  interest,  however,  to  indicate  briefly  here  some  of  the  salient 
facts  disclosed  by  this  local  inquiry.  The  number  of  births 
noted  during  the  year  1908  was  65  in  Finedon  and  232  in 
Rushden,  making  a  total  of  297  ;  of  these,  5  were  premature 
births,  the  mothers  of  3  being  industrially  employed  in  a 
factory  or  workshop.  Of  the  whole  number  of  infants,  14 
died  within  the  first  year  of  life,  which  is  at  the  infantile 
death-rate  of  47.1  per  1,000  births.  Of  the  14  deaths,  how¬ 
ever,  it  must  be  noted  that  the  death-rate  of  infants  under 
one  year  of  age,  whose  mothers  were  industrially  employed, 
was  at  the  rate  of  81  per  1,000  births,  as  against  a  rate  of  35.8 
per  1,000  births  where  the  mothers  were  not  industrially 
employed.  It  remains  to  be  seen  whether  some  sufficiently 
striking  results  as  this  will  result  from  the  examination  of 
the  facts  nationally  collected  under  the  guidance  of  the  Home 
Office,  and  if  they  will  be  such  as  to  justify  legislation  limiting, 
in  the  interests  of  the  mother  and  the  child,  the  periods  of 
industrial  employment  for  married  women.  Concurrently 
with  the  special  work  of  keeping  under  observation  the 
mothers  and  infants  involved  in  the  foregoing  inquiry,  the 
Health  Visitor  has  continued  her  routine  work  in  the  Finedon 


Rushden  and  Wellingborough  Urban  Districts,  and  for  the 
last  few  months  of  the  year  in  the  Desborough  Urban  District 
in  place  of  the  Wellingborough  District.  Her  services 
have  been  much  appreciated  in  all  the  areas  where  she  has 
worked,  and  I  am  hopeful  that  it  may  be  thought  desirable 
in  one  or  more  of  these  districts  that  the  permanent 
appointment  of  a  Health  Visitor  should  be  made  now  that 
she  has  been  transferred  to  work  in  other  parts  of  the  County. 
I  am  glad  to  be  able  to  record  that  one  outcome  of  the  ex¬ 
perience,  gained  through  private  munificence  during  a  period 
of  two  years,  has  been  to  retain  the  services  of  the  Health 
Visitor,  and  to  arrange  that  these  shall  be  given  in  a  succession 
of  areas  in  the  county  as  may  seem  to  be  desirable  from  time 
to  time.  I  have  no  fear  that  those  services  will  not  be  as 
much  appreciated  in  the  future  as  in  the  past,  and  I  desire 
to  testify  once  again  to  the  munificence  of  that  private  enter¬ 
prise  which  has  led  to  this  branch  of  health  administration 
being  established  in  the  County. 

The  year  1909  is  memorable  for  the  passing  of  the  Housing, 
Town  Planning,  &c.,  Act,  and  it  may  be  anticipated  that,  in 
succeeding  years,  constant  reference  to  the  provisions  of  that 
Act  will  appear  in  the  Annual  Reports  of  Medical  Officers 
of  Health.  The  Act  amends  the  law  relating  to  the  Housing 
of  the  Working  Classes,  provides  for  the  making  of  Town 
Planning  schemes,  makes  further  provision  with  respect 
to  the  appointment  and  duties  of  County  Medical  Officers  of 
Health,  and  provides  for  the  establishment  of  Public  Health 
and  Housing  Committees  of  County  Councils.  As  this  Act 
only  received  the  Royal  Assent  on  the  3rd  December,  1909, 
it  is  not  possible  to  record  any  action  taken  under  it  during 
the  year  under  review,  nor  can  I  say  as  yet  anything  as  to 
any  order  prescribing  the  duties  of  Medical  Officers  of  Health 
of  a  county.  It  is  plain,  however,  that  very  careful  considera¬ 
tion  will  have  to  be  given  to  the  provisions  of  the  Act,  and 
in  particular  to  those  which  confer  powers  on  county  councils 
to  either  act  in  default  of  a  rural  district  council  or  exercise 
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the  powers  of  a  rural  district  council  under  Part  III.  of  the 
Housing  of  the  Working  Classes  Act,  1890.  It  is  important 
to  note  that  Part  III.  of  the  Act  referred  to,  as  amended  by 
the  Housing  of  the  Working  Classes  Act,  1900,  could  only  be 
put  into  operation*  in  areas  for  which  it  had  been  formally 
adopted,  and  in  the  case  of  a  rural  district  the  consent  of  the 
County  Council  to  the  adoption  by  the  Rural  District  Council 
had  to  be  obtained.  That  consent  will  not  be  necessary  now, 
as  the  effect  of  Section  I.  of  the  new  Act  is  to  make  Part  III. 
of  the  Act  of  1890  extend  to  and  take  effect  in  every  urban 
or  rural  district  or  other  place  in  England  and  Wales  for 
which  it  has  not  been  adopted  hitherto.  It  is  obvious  that 
the  possibilities  of  increased  activity  in  regard  to  housing 
questions  in  rural  districts  are  enhanced  by  this  provision. 

Reports  of  Medical  Officers  of  Health. 

I  am  glad  to  be  able  to  record  the  printing  of  the  Brackley 
Rural  Report  for  the  first  time  :  this  reduces  the  number  of 
unprinted  Annual  Reports  to  three.  The  Annual  Reports 
of  the  Medical  Officers  of  Health  have  been  received  by  me 
for  the  most  part  in  good  time  after  the  end  of  the  year  to 
which  they  relate,  and  it  is  satisfactory  to  note  that  they 
disclose  evidence  of  increasing  rather  than  lessening  interest 
in  the  public  health  problems  to  be  met  with  in  their  districts. 
The  memorandum  of  the  Local  Government  Board  relating 
to  the  Annual  Reports  of  Medical  Officers  of  Health,  dated 
October,  1909,  is  not  less  comprehensive  than  its  immediate 
predecessor,  and  does  not  in  any  way  minimise  the  importance 
attached  to  the  careful  preparation  of  such  reports.  Con¬ 
siderable  stress  is  laid  on  the  value  of  local  observations  as 
to  the  incidence  of  infant  mortality  in  particular  districts, 
and  of  the  comments  of  the  medical  officer  of  health  on  the 
facts  that  he  is  recording,,  as  well  as  on  the  measures  of  re¬ 
pression  of  such  mortality  which  have  been  taken,  whether 
by  the  assistance  afforded  through  the  Notification  of  Births 
Act,  1907,  or  otherwise.  The  point  is  emphasised  also  that 
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the  duties  thrown  upon  local  Education  Authorities,  in  the 
matter  of  Medical  Inspection  of  Children  in  Elementary 
Schools,  are  not  in  supersession  of  powers  heretofore  exercised 
generally  in  a  public  health  sense  by  Sanitary  Authorities 
but  are  supplementary  to  those  requiring  supervision  of  the 
health  of  the  individual  child. 

The  following  table  shows  the  dates  on,  and  the  form  in, 
which  the  respective  Annual  Reports  were  received  by  me  : — 


Name  of  District. 

Date  of 

Receipt. 

Form. 

Hardingstone  Rural  ... 

J  anuary 

19th,  1910 

...  Printed. 

Brackley  Borough 

y ) 

20th, 

y  y 

...  Typed. 

Northampton  Rural  ... 

y  y 

22nd, 

y  y 

...  Printed. 

Finedon  Urban 

February 

2nd, 

y  y 

•  •  •  y  y 

Daventry  Rural 

y  y 

2nd, 

y  y 

...  Typed. 

Oundle  Rural 

y  y 

nth, 

y  y 

...  Printed. 

Higham  Ferrers  Borough 

y  y 

14th, 

y  9 

•  •  •  y  9 

Wellingborough  Urban 

9} 

19th, 

y  9 

...  Typed, 

printed  later. 

Desborough  Urban 

9  9 

2ISt, 

y  y 

...  Printed. 

Irthlingborough  Urban 

March 

1st, 

y  y 

•  •  •  y  y 

Oundle  Urban 

y  y 

1st, 

y  y 

•  •  •  y  y 

Easton-on-the-Hill  Rural 

y  y 

3rd, 

y  y 

...  M.S. 

Thrapston  Rural 

y  y 

4th-, 

y  y 

...  Printed. 

Kettering  Rural 

y  y 

5th, 

y  y 

•  •  •  y  y 

Oxendon  Rural 

y  y 

7rh, 

\ 

y  y 

•  •  •  9  y 

Brackley  Rural 

)  > 

?th, 

y  y 

•  •  •  y  y 

Raunds  Urban 

y  > 

9th, 

y  y 

...  y  y 

Middleton  Cheney  Rural 

y  j 

9th, 

y  y 

...  y  y 

Rushden  Urban 

y  y 

12th, 

y  y 

...  y  y 

Kettering  Urban 

y  y 

14th, 

y  y 

...  y  y 

Rothwell  Urban 

y  y 

16th, 

1 ) 

...  y  y 

Wellingborough  Rural 

y  y 

1 7th, 

y  y 

...  y  y 

Daventry  Borough 

y  y 

26th, 

y  y , 

...  *  ) 

Towcester  Rural 

y  y 

3ist, 

y  y 

20 


Name  of  District.  Date  of  Receipt. 


Form. 


Potterspury  Rural 
Brixworth  Rural 
Gretton  Rural 
Crick  Rural 


April  7th,  ,, 
8th,  „ 


13th,  „ 
15th,  „ 


Area  and  Population. 


There  was  no  change  in  the  area  of  the  Administrative 
County  during  the  year,  and  this  stands,  therefore,  as  before. 
The  twelve  Urban  Districts  have  a  total  area  of  40,032  acres, 
and  the  sixteen  Rural  Districts  contain  541.647  acres  ;  the 
total  area  of  the  County  thus  amounts  to  581,679  acres. 

Population. — It  appears  from  the  returns  in  the  reports 
of  the  District  Medical  Officers  of  Health  that  the  population 
of  the  County  may  be  estimated  to  be  102,551  in  the  com¬ 
bined  Urban  Districts,  116,598  in  the  combined  Rural  Dis¬ 
tricts,  and  219,149  in  the  whole  Administrative  County  for 
the  year  1909.  Thus,  as  compared  with  the  year  1908,  there 
is  estimated  to  have  been  an  increase  of  the  Urban  population 
amounting  to  1,250  persons,  and  an  increase  of  134  persons 
in  the  Rural  population,  or  a  total  increase  for  the  Adminis¬ 
trative  County  of  1,384  persons,  as  against  an  increase  of 
830  in  1908,  616  in  1907,  410  in  1906,  and  2,035  *n  I9°5- 

The  following  notes  in  respect  of  district  populations 
have  been  taken  from  the  reports  above  referred  to  : — 

Higham  Ferrers  Borough. — “  During  the  year  no 
‘  ‘  new  houses  have  been  built,  and  there  has  been  no  appreci- 
“  able  alteration  in  the  population,  which  I  have  estimated 
‘  ‘  at  2,920.” 

Finedon  Urban. — C(  There  are  821  inhabited  and  95 
“  uninhabited  houses  in  the  town,  and  I  estimate  the  popu- 
“  lation  to  be  4,105.” 
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Irthlingborough  Urban. —  “  As  there  were  between 
‘  ‘  15  and  20  fewer  empty  houses  this  year  than  last,  I  estimate 
“  the  population  at  4,750  an  increase  of  80.  At  the  end  of 
“  the  year,  there  were  not  more  than  25  houses  empty  fit 
“  for  habitation.,, 

Kettering  Urban. — “  I  estimate  the  population  of 
*  ‘  Kettering  at  31,613,  which  I  consider  a  reasonable  one. 

‘  ‘  There  are  52  more  houses  occupied  than  in  1908  ;  every 
‘  ‘  ward  showing  an  increase  except  the  South  Ward,  where 
“  there  is  a  decided  decrease  in  the  number  of  houses 
‘ ‘  occupied.” 

Raunds  Urban. — “The  number  of  inhabited  houses 
“  at  the  middle  of  1909  was  960,  and  that  at  the  rate  of  4.5 
“  per  house  gives  an  estimated  population  of  4,320.” 

Wellingborough  Urban. — “  The  number  of  inhabited 
‘  ‘  houses  in  1909  was  4,723,  and  29  new  houses  were  erected 
‘  ‘  and  occupied  during  the  year.  If  we  allow  4 \  persons 
“  to  each  house  (as  it  was  at  the  Census  in  1901)  this  gives 
“  us  a  population  of  21,253,  but,  as  there  were  200  unoccupied 
“  houses  in  June  last,  I  have  based  the  average  rates  on  the 
“  same  population  as  last  year,  viz.,  21,000.” 

Daventry  Rural. — “  I  do  not  think  there  has  been 
‘  ‘  much  change  in  the  population  of  the  district  during  the 
“  year  ;  I  therefore  estimate  it  to  be  about  the  same  as  that 
‘  ‘  given  by  the  census  of  1901,  namely  13,425.  The  inhabited 
1 1  houses  are  also  about  the  same,  and  give  an  average  number 
“  of  four  persons  per  house.” 

Gretton  Rural. — “  The  estimated  population  is  based 
“  on  the  hypothesis  that  the  inter-censal  rate  of  decrease 
“  has  since  been  maintained.” 


Hardingstone  Rural. — “  I  have  again  estimated  the 
population  of  the  district  as  equal  to  that  of  the  previous 
years  ;  I  have  no  reason  to  think  that  it  is  declining  as 
shown  by  the  last  census,  but  I  do  not  think  it  is  increasing.” 

Kettering  Rural. — “  The  estimated  population  13,000 
at  middle  of  1908  has  increased  slightly,  but  not  to  any 
great  extent  ;  7  new  houses  have  been  occupied,  and  the 
excess  of  births  over  deaths  is  only  137.  I  estimate  the 
population  at  13,150  at  middle  of  1909.” 


Middleton  Cheney  Rural. —  “Since  1901  the  popu¬ 
lation  appears  to  have  considerably  decreased  in  common 
with  the  majority  of  the  rural  districts,  and  this  assumption 
appears  still  more  conclusive  when  the  birth-rate  and 
death-rate  are  considered,  the  former  showing  a  tendency 
to  sink  and  the  latter  to  rise.” 

Northampton  Rural. — “  I  consider  the  population  of 
the  district  to  be  stationary.  Very  little  building  is  going 
on  except  at  Duston,  and  I  estimate  that  to  be  sufficient 
to  counteract  the  deficiency  that  existed  at  the  time  of  the 
last  census.” 

Oxendon  Rural. — “The  total  population  in  the  1901 
census  numbered  4,202  ;  during  recent  years  the  birth¬ 
rate  has  exceeded  the  death-rate,  so  that  the  population 
may  be  roughly  estimated  at  the  present  time  to  be  about 
100  persons  more.” 


Towcester  Rural. —  “  It  is  estimated  that  the  popu¬ 
lation  of  the  district  has  decreased  from  10,968  in  1899  to 
9,872  in  1909,  being  at  the  rate  of  (nearly)  100  per  annum.” 
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Wellingborough  Rural. — “  The  Wellingborough  Rural 
“  District  consists  of  two  sub-divisions,  viz.,  the  Wel- 
‘  ‘  lingborough  and  the  Higham  Ferrers,  with  an  estimated 
“population  of  14,040,  fhe  Wellingborough  containing 
“  6,395,  and  the  Higham  Ferrers  7,645.  The  inhabitants  are 
“principally  employed  in  the  boot  and  shoe  manufacture, 
and  others  in  agricultural  pursuits.  The  increase  of  the 
“  population  has  been  125  for  the  whole  District. ” 


Births. 

I  have  to  record  for  the  year  1909  the  lowest  birth-rate 
yet  shown  in  the  Administrative  County.  So  too  has  the 
Registrar-General  had  to  for  England  and  Wales.  In  his 
preliminary  summary  for  the  year  1909,  the  birth-rate  in 
England  and  Wales  is  stated  to  have  been  0.9  per  1,000 
below  the  rate  in  1908,  and  lower  than  the  rate  in  any  other 
year  on  record  :  compared  also  with  the  average  in  the  ten 
years  1899 — 1908,  the  birth-rate  in  1909  showed  a  decrease 
of  2.2  per  1,000.  On  the  same  lines  of  calculation  the  birth¬ 
rate  for  the  Administrative  County  of  Northampton  in  1909 
is  0.86  below  the  rate  in  1908,  and,  as  compared  with  the 
average  for  the  County  in  the  ten  years  1899 — 1908,  the  birth¬ 
rate  showed  a  decrease  of  3.96  per  1,000  of  the  population. 
The  difference  in  the  ten -year  average  is  more  marked,  there¬ 
fore,  in  respect  of  Northamptonshire  than  England  and  Wales 
taken  together. 


In  the  Administrative  County  of  Northampton  during 
1909  there  were  4,597  births,  as  against  4,755  births  in  1908, 
4,643  births  in  1907,  4,997  births  in  1906,  and  5,168  births  in 
1905.  Of  the  births  for  the  year  1909,  2,124  belonged  to  the 
Combined  Urban  Districts,  as  against  2,150  in  the  year  1908, 
and  2,473  to  the  Combined  Rural  Districts,  as  against  2,605 
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in  the  year  1908.  Though  there  was  thus  a  decline  in  the 
number  of  births  in  both  the  Combined  Urban  and  Rural 
Districts  respectively,  in  respect  of  1909  as  against  1908,  this 
decline  was  more  marked  in  the  Rural  than  in  the  Urban 
Districts  ;  this  is  the  more  noteworthy  as  the  slight  check  in 
1908  To  the  continuous  decline  of  the  birth-rate  in  the  County 
was  due  to  an  increased  birth-rate  during  that  year  in  the 
Rural  Districts. 


The  average  birth-rate  of  the  whole  Administrative 
County  per  1,000  of  the  population,  and  of  the  Combined 
Urban  and  Rural  Districts  respectively  for  the  years  1900 — 
1909  is  shown  in  the  following  table,  together  with,  for  pur¬ 
poses  of  comparison,  the  corresponding  rates  for  England  and 
Wales,  and  for  the  76  large  towns  in  England  and  Wales, 
taken  from  the  Registrar-General’s  returns  : — 


Areas. 

1900 

1901 

1902 

1903 

1904 

1905 

1906 

1907 

1908 

1909 

Adminis¬ 
trative 
County  .  . 

27.33 

27.15 

25.96 

25.53 

24.61 

23.93 

23.10 

21.40 

21.83 

20.97 

Urban 
Districts  .  . 

30.62 

3038 

27.88 

26.94 

25.96 

24.23 

23.46 

21.31 

21.22 

20.71 

Rural 
Districts  .  . 

25.04 

K> 

"b 

b 

00 

24-43 

24.38 

23-49 

23.68 

22.78 

21.47 

22.36 

21.20 

England  & 
Wales 

28.9 

28.5 

28.6 

28.4 

27.9 

to 

10 

27.0 

26.3 

26.5 

25.6 

♦Large 

Towns  in 
England  & 
Wales 

29.4 

29.2 

30.0 

29.6 

29. T 

28.2 

27.9 

27.0 

27.0 

25.7 

*It  is  to  be  noted  that  the  group  of  large  towns  numbers  76  from  the  year 
1902  ;  it  consisted  of  33  towns  in  preceding  years. 
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The  following  abstracts  with  regard  to  certain  of  the 
District  birth-rates  have  been  made  from  the  Reports  of  the 
Medical  Officers  of  Health  : — 

Higham  Ferrers  Borough. — “The  number  of  births 
“registered  during  the  year  was:  males  30,  females  26, 
“  total  56,  giving  a  birth-rate  of  19. 1,  which  is  slightly  lower 
“  than  that  of  last  year.” 

Desborough  Urban. — “The  number  of  births  regis- 
“  tered  during  the  year  was  121 — legitimate  120,  illegitimate 
“  1 — or  one  less  than  that  recorded  for  the  previous  year, 
“  and  furnishing  a  birth-rate  of  28.8  per  1,000  living.” 

Finedon  Urban. — “The  number  of  births  registered 
“  during  the  year  was  75,  30  males  and  45  females,  giving 
“  a  rate  of  18.2  per  1,000  per  annum.  The  average  rate  for 
“  the  past  ten  years  was  28.3  per  1,000  per  annum.” 


Irthlingborougn  Urban. — “The  birth-rate  was  26.1 
“  per  1,000  of  population.  Attention  is  drawn  to  the  fact 
“  that  the  birth-rate  has  been  steadily  coming  down  during 
“  the  last  six  or  seven  years.  Seven  years  ago  the  births 
“  numbered  158,  and  the  rate  was  34.9.” 

Kettering  Urban. — “The  birth-rate  for  Kettering  in 
“  1909  is  22.3,  which  is  gratifying  to  note  is  higher  than 
“  1908  which  was  21.2  per  1,000  of  the  population.  It  is  to 
“  be  hoped  that  this  increase  will  continue.” 


Oundle  Urban. — “The  births  number  42,  giving  a 
“  birth-rate  of  17.4  per  1,000  ;  this  is  about  the  average  rate 
“  for  the  district.” 
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Raunds  Urban. — “The  number  of  births  registered 
“  during  the  year  was  91,  46  males  and  45  females.  There 
“was  only  1  illegitimate  birth  registered.  The  birth-rate  is 
“  therefore  21.0  per  1,000  of  the  population.  This  is  the 
“lowest  birth-rate  ever  recorded  in  Raunds  district.” 

Rushden  Urban. — “There  were  registered  during  the 
“  year  284  births,  or  at  the  rate  of  18.018  per  1,000,  as  com- 
“  pared  with  310  at  the  rate  of  20.9  per  1,000  last  year.” 

Wellingborough  Urban. — “The  registered  number 
“  of  births  was  432  in  1909,  viz.,  boys  209,  girls  223  (of  this 
“number  21  were  illegitimate)  giving  a  birth-rate  of  20.5, 
“  an  increase  on  last  year.” 

Brixworth  Rural. — “  In  1908,  248  births  were  regis- 
“  tered,  as  against  216  in  1909,  showing  a  decrease  for  1909 
“  of  32,  or  a  birth-rate  of  18.2  per  1,000  as  against  20.9  per 
“  1,000  for  1908.” 

Crick  Rural. — “The  number  of  births  registered 
‘  '  amounted  to  55,  only  1  of  which  was  illegitimate,  equivalent 
“to  an  annual  birth-rate  of  24.1  per  1,000.  This  compares 
‘  ‘  well  with  the  average  birth-rate  of  22.9  during  the  preceding 
‘ ‘  ten  years.” 

Daventry  Rural. — ‘  ‘  The  registered  births  for  the  year 
“  were  293 — males  161,  females  132 — being  a  birth-rate  of 
“  21.8  per  1,000  living  ;  this  is  the  lowest  birth-rate  we  have 
“had  since  1902.” 

Easton-on-the-Hill  Rural. — “There  were  39  births 
“registered  during  the  year,  giving  a  birth-rate  of  26.0 
“  per  1,000  of  the  population.” 


Hardingstone  Rural. — “The  total  number  of  births 
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‘  during  the  year  was  only  143.  This  is  quite  the  lowest 
‘  number  of  births  during  the  last  ten  years.  .  .  The  average 
‘  number  for  the  last  ten  years  was  171,  with  a  ratio  per 
‘  1,000  of  21.5  ;  the  ratio  this  year  is  only  18.2  per  1,000.” 


Kettering  Rural. — “  Two  hundred  and  seventy-eight 
‘  births  have  been  registered,  the  fewest  number  so  far 
‘  recorded  in  this  district  during  the  past  10  years,  giving  a 
‘  birth-rate  of  21.14,  compared  with  23.07  in  1908.” 


Middleton  Cheney  Rural. — “  Sixty  births  have  been 
*  registered  in  the  district  during  the  past  year,  an  increase 
‘  of  five  since  the  previous  one,  and  producing  a  birth-rate, 
‘  according  to  the  estimated  population,  of  24.81.” 

Northampton  Rural. — “  The  total  number  of  births 
‘  during  the  year  was  122.  .  .  The  average  for  the  last  ten 
‘  years  has  been  140  births.  During  the  last  five  years 
‘  the  births  have  all  been  under  140,  so  that  recently  there 
‘  has  been  a  great  decrease  in  the  birth-rate,  which  works 
‘  out  this  year  at  only  19  per  1,000,  the  average  being  22.” 

Potterspury  Rural. — “The  birth-rate  was  20.6  per 
‘  1,000  of  the  estimated  population.  This  is  the  lowest 
‘  birth-rate  recorded  in  the  district.” 


Towcester  Rural. — “  In  the  combined  district  there 
‘  were  224  births,  giving  a  birth-rate  of  22.46  per  1,000.” 


Wellingborough  Rural. — “  The  registered  births  have 
‘  been  275  for  the  whole  district,  .  .  giving  a  birth-rate  of 
'  19.5  per  1,000.” 
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The  birth-rate  varied  in  the  Urban  Districts  #from  17.4 
per  1,000  of  the  population  in  the  Oundle  Districts  to  28.8 
per  1,000  in  the  Desborough  District,  the  two  Districts  thus 
retaining  their  relative  positions  as  in  the  year  1908,  and  in 


the  Rural  Districts  the  rate  was  from  17.7  per  1,000 

in  the 

Gretton  District 

to  26.0  per  1,000  in  the  Easton-on- 

the-Hill 

District. 

Arranged  in 

the  order  of  their  birth-rates  the 

Urban 

Districts  stand  thus  : — 

Per  1,000  of 

Per  1,000  of 

Population. 

Population. 

Oundle 

...  I7.4 

Wellingborough 

...  20.5 

Rushden 

...  I7.9 

Irthlingborough 

...  20.6 

Finedon 

...  18.2 

Raunds 

...  21.0 

Daventry  Borough  ...  18.5 

Brackley  Borough 

...  21.4 

Rothwell 

...  18.5 

Kettering 

...  22.3 

Higham  Ferrers  Boro’  19.1 

Desborough  . . . 

...  28.8 

The  position 

of  the  Rural  Districts  in  respect  of  their 

birth-rates  is  as  follows  : — 

Per  1,000  of 

Per 

1,000  of 

Population . 

Population. 

Gretton 

...  I7.7 

Daventry 

...  21.8 

Brixworth 

...  18.2 

Towcester 

...  22.6 

Hardingstone 

...  18.2 

Northampton 

...  22.8 

Oxendon 

...  I9.0 

Crick 

...  24.I 

Wellingborough 

...  I9.5 

Oundle 

...  24.2 

Potterspury  . . . 

...  20.6 

Middleton  Cheney 

...  24.8 

Kettering 

...  21. 1 

Thrapston 

...  25.6 

Brackley 

...  21 .7 

Easton-on -the-Hill 

...  26.0 

Deaths. 

General  Mortality. — Though  not  quite  so  low  as  for  the 
year  1908,  the  general  mortality  rate  in  the  Administrative 
County  was  far  from  being  unsatisfactory  in  the  year  1909. 
It  will  be  remembered  that  since  1897  the  general  mortality 
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rate  in  the  County  has  been  gradually  reduced,  concurrently 
with  increased  activity  in  public  health  administration, 
and  that  therefore  comparison  with  a  later  group  of  years 
must  be  more  severe  than  with  an  earlier  one.  As  compared 
with  the  average  for  the  ten  years  1899 — 1908,  the  nett 
general  death-rate  for  the  year  1909  was  better  by  0.69  per 
1,000  of  population,  and  it  was  also  better  by  1.31  than  the 
average  rate  for  the  five  years  1899 — 1903,  and  by  0.07  than 
for  the  five  years  1904 — 1908.  It  is  to  be  noted,  moreover, 
that  the  general  rate  for  the  County  was  reached  or  exceeded 
by  one  only  of  the  Urban  Districts,  thus  showing  that  the 
higher  District  rates  of  mortality  were  among  the  Rural 
population  of  the  County.  To  a  very  serious  extent,  the  higher 
rates  in  the  rural  districts  are  due  to  the  mortality  in  them  of 
aged  persons  who  have  retired  thereto  from  the  stress  and 
competition  of  life  in  the  urban  districts,  and  in  so  far  as  this 
factor  was  markedly  present  in  the  year  1909  the  combined 
urban  and  rural  general  mortality  rates  are  not  properly 
comparable.  More  fairly  the  nett  rate  for  the  County,  which 
was  12.52  per  1,000  of  the  population,  may  be  read  side  by 
side  with  the  facts  as  to  England  and  Wales  given  in  the 
Registrar-General’s  preliminary  summary  for  the  year 
1909.  From  that  it  is  to  be  gathered  that  the  death-rate  for 
England  and  Wales  was  14.5  per  1,000  of  the  estimated 
population,  which  was  0.2  per  1,000  below  the  rate  in  1908, 
and  lower  than  the  rate  in  any  other  year  on  record  ;  com¬ 
pared  also  with  the  average  rate  in  the  ten  years  1899 — 1908, 
the  death-rate  in  1909,  showed  a  decrease  of  1.6  per  1,000. 
As  moreover,  the  rate  for  England  and  Wales,  less  76  great 
and  143  smaller  towns,  is  given  as  13.6  per  1,000  for  the  year 
1909,  the  rate  of  12.52  for  Northamptonshire  is  a  matter 
for  some  satisfaction. 

The  total  number  of  deaths  in  the  Administrative  County 
during  the  year  1909  was  2,790,  as  against  2,749  in  1908, 
2,656  in  1907,  2,638  in  1906,  and  2,812  in  1905.  Of  the  total 
deaths  in  1909,  1,145  occurred  in  the  combined  Urban  Dis- 
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tricts,  and  1,645  in  the  combined  Rural  Districts.  The  total 
registered  deaths  are  subject,  however,  to  deductions  to 
enable  the  correct  nett  mortality  to  be  arrived  at.  Thus 
there  are  included  deaths  which  were  recorded  in  the  Berry 
Wood  Asylum,  situated  in  the  Northampton  Rural  District, 
and  in  the  Infectious  Diseases  and  Phthisis  Hospitals  of  the 
County  Borough  of  Northampton,  which  are  situated  in  the 
Brixworth  Rural  District  ;  in  the  former  of  these  there  were 
28  deaths,  and  in  the  latter  18  deaths,  of  persons  who  did  not 
belong  to  districts  within  the  Administrative  County.  These 
deaths  have  been  excluded,  therefore,  in  calculating  the  nett 
general  mortality-rate  for  the  Administrative  County  in  the 
subjoined  table.  The  deaths  of  persons  belonging  to  the 
Administrative  County,  and  occurring  in  the  Berry  Wood 
Asylum,  have  been  allocated  as  in  past  years  to  the  several 
districts  to  which  they  belonged,  and  the  number,  age,  and 
cause  of  death,  and  the  extent  of  such  allocation,  are  shown 
in  Table  III.  of  this  report.  It  gives  me  great  pleasure  to 
acknowledge  again  very  gratefully  my  indebtedness  to  the 
Medical  Superintendent  of  the  Asylum  for  his  kind  assistance 
towards  the  preparation  of  that  Table. 

The  following  table  shows  the  general  mortality  rates 
for  the  Administrative  County,  England  and  Wales,  &c.t 
during  the  years  1900 — 1909  : — 


Districts. 

1900 

1901 

1902 

1903 

1904 

1905 

1906 

1907 

1908 

1909 

Adminis¬ 
trative 
County  .  . 

14.28 

13.05 

12.96 

13.09 

13.70 

12.86 

11.97 

12.02 

12.43 

12.52 

ingland  & 
Wales 

18.3 

16.9 

16.3 

1 5-4 

t6.2 

15-2 

15-4 

13.0 

14.7 

i4-5 

-arge 

Towns  in 
England  & 
Wales 

19-5 

1 8.6 

17.4 

16.3 

17.2 

15-7 

15-9 

15-4 

15.8 

13.6 

3i 


The  following  references  to  District  general  mortality 
rates  have  been  taken  from  the  Reports  of  the  Medical  Officers 
of  Health  : — 

Brackley  Borough.— “  During  the  year  35  deaths 
‘  ‘  occurred  in  the  district,  of  these  seven  were  of  non-residents 
‘  ‘  who  died  in  public  institutions.  The  nett  death-rate, 
“  calculated  on  a  population  of  2,467  was  11.3  per  1,000  ; 
“  the  average  of  the  previous  ten  years  being  12. 7.” 

Daventry  Borough. — “The  death-rate  is  10.84  per 
“  1,000  of  the  population,  as  compared  with  12.16  for  1908, 
“  and  is  much  below  the  average  (13.207)  for  the  past  10 
“  years.  With  the  exception  of  the  year  1907,  when  it  was 
“  10.55,  this  is  the  lowest  death-rate  of  which  I  have  any 
“  record.’ ’ 

Higham  Ferrers  Borough. — “The  number  of  deaths 
“  in  the  district  was  males  13,  females  14,  total  27.  The 
“  death-rate  for  the  year  is  therefore  9.2  per  1,000,  which  is 
“  the  same  as  last  year  and  slightly  lower  than  the  average 
“  for  the  last  ten  years.” 

Desborough  Urban. — “The  deaths  registered  in  the 
‘  ‘  district  numbered  48—24  males  and  24  females — equivalent 
“  to  a  death-rate  of  11.42  per  1,000  living  ;  but  there  have 
“  to  be  considered  besides  the  deaths  of  two  residents  which 
‘  ‘  occurred  in  public  institutions  beyond  the  district,  making 
“  a  total  of  50  deaths — 25  males  and  25  females — and  a  nett 
“  death-rate  of  11.9.  A  comparison  of  these  figures  with 
“those  of  the  previous  year,  when  the  deaths  and  death- 
‘  ‘  rate  were  62  and  15.0  respectively,  shews  that  the  decline 
“in  the  general  mortality  for  the  year  1909  was  marked 
“  ;  nd  most  satisfactory,  and  below  the  average  for  the 
“  decennium  1896 — 1908.” 
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Finedon  Urban. — “The  number  of  deaths  registered 
“  during  the  year  was  45,  giving  a  rate  of  10.9,  the  average 
“  rate  for  the  past  10  years  being  11.9  per  1,000  per 
“  annum.” 

Irthlingborough  Urban. — “  44  deaths  were  registered, 

‘  ‘  giving  a  rate  of  9.26,  compared  with  47  deaths  and  a  rate  ■ 
“  of  10.06  last  year.  One  death,  by  suicide,  of  a  stranger  to 
‘  ‘  this  district  ought  not  to  be  included,  so  that  the  number 
“  should  be  43,  and  the  rate  9.05.  This  is  the  lowest  death- 
“  rate  yet  recorded.” 

Kettering  Urban. — “  During  the  year  1909  there  were 
‘  ‘  382  deaths,  of  which  206  were  males,  and  176  females.  The 
“  resulting  death-rate  is  equal  to  12.08  per  1,000,  and  deduct- 
‘  ‘  ing  26  deaths  of  non-residents  we  get  the  nett  deaths  at 
“  all  ages  for  the  district  as  356,  but  three  deaths  must  be 
“  added  which  occurred  at  Northampton  Hospital,  making 
“  total  359.  7  deaths  occurred  among  illegitimate  children. 

“The  nett  death-rate  is  11.3.” 

Oundle  Urban. — “  The  total  deaths  registered  number 
“  46,  giving  the  somewhat  high  rate  of  19. 1  per  1,000.  Of 
‘  ‘  these,  however,  10  were  deaths  of  non-residents  residing 
“  in  the  district,  leaving  36  as  the  nett  number  of  deaths 
“  belonging  to  the  district,  giving  a  rate  of  14.9  per  1,000.” 

Raunds  Urban. —  “The  number  of  deaths  from  all 
“  causes  and  all  ages  was  40,  of  these  26  were  males  and 
“  14  females.  The  death-rate,  therefore,  for  the  year  was 
“  9.2.” 

Rothwell  Urban. — “The  year  1909  was  one  of  the 
“  most  satisfactory  that  we  have  had  since  the  Urban  Council 
“  came  into  existence,  as  is  shown  by  our  death-rate — 9.8 
“  — which  is  one  of  the  lowest  we  have  ever  had.” 


Rushden  Urban. — “The  deaths  from  all  causes  num¬ 
bered  129,  or  at  the  rate  of  8.15  per  1,000  of  the  population, 
as  compared  with  121,  or  at  the  rate  of  7.9  per  1,000  last 
year.” 

Wellingborough  Urban. — “  The  registered  number  of 
deaths  during  the  year  was  237,  at  all  ages,  but  sub¬ 
tracting  29  deaths  of  non-residents,  and  adding  3  deaths 
of  residents  occurring  outside  the  district,  there  was  a 
resulting  nett  death-rate  of  10. o.” 

Brixworth  Rural. — “Total  deaths  registered  in  the 
District  in  1909  were  161 — i.e,  84  for  East  and  77  for  West 
Brixworth — as  against  153  for  1908  showing  an  increase  of 
8  and  a  death-rate  of  13.6  per  1,000.” 

Crick  Rural. — “The  number  of  deaths  registered  in 
the  district  amounted  to  35,  but  to  this  number  must  be 
added  the  deaths  of  4  persons  belonging  to  the  district, 
2  of  which  occurred  at  Rugby  Union  Workhouse  and  2  at 
the  Hospital  of  St.  Cross.  The  total  number  of  deaths 
for  the  year  was  thus  39,  equivalent  to  an  annual  death-rate 
of  17.1  per  1,000,  comparing  with  an  average  rate  of 
16.8  for  the  previous  ten  years.” 

Daventry  Rural. — “  The  number  of  deaths  registered 
at  all  ages,  including  the  deaths  of  two  residents  registered 
in  Public  Institutions  beyond  the  district,  was  196 — males 
89,  females  107— and  this  gives  a  death-rate  of  14.5  per 
1,000,  which  is  somewhat  higher  than  we  have  had  for  some 
years.” 

Easton-on-the-Hill  Rural. — “21  deaths  were  regis¬ 
tered  as  occurring  and  belonging  to  the  district,  giving  a 
death-rate  of  14.0  per  1,000  of  the  population.” 
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Gretton  Rural. — “ 
in  the  district  is  27,  i.e., 
births.” 


The  ‘  corrected  ’  number  of  deaths 
one  more  than  the  total  number  of 


Hardingstone  Rural. — “The  total  number  of  deaths 
“  at  all  ages  was  only  94,  with  a  ratio  per  1,000  of  12  ;  the 
“average  for  the  last  ten  years  being  104.8,  with  a  ratio 
“  of  13.2.” 

Kettering  Rural. — “The  total  deaths  amount  to 
“  141,  or  4  more  than  last  year.  This  gives  a  death-rate  of 
“  10.7.” 

Middleton  Cheney  Rural. — “  Forty-four  deaths  have 
*  ‘  been  registered  in  the  district  during  the  past  year.  .  .  This 
* 1  mortality  gives  a  death-rate  at  all  ages  of  18.22  per  thousand 
“  of  the  estimated  population.” 


Northampton  Rural. — “The  total  number  of  deaths 
“  at  all  ages  for  the  whole  district  was  147,  giving  a  ratio 
“  per  1,000  of  23  .  .  .  Of  these  deaths,  however,  88  occurred 
“  at  Berry  Wood  Asylum  among  non-residents  of  this  dis- 
“  trict,  so  that  deducting  these  we  get  only  59  deaths  among 
“residents  in  the  district  with  a  ratio  per  1,000  of  9.2.” 

Towcester  Rural. —  “  In  the  combined  district  there 
“  were  156  deaths,  and  6  belonging  to  it  at  Northampton. 
* ‘  This  gives  a  death-rate  for  deaths  occurring  in  the  district 
“  of  15.8  per  1,000,  and  for  all  deaths  belonging  to  it  of  16.4 
“per  1,000.” 

Wellingborough  Rural.— "One  hundred  and  forty- 
'  ‘  eight  deaths  have  been  registered,  .  .  thus  giving  the 
“low  death-rate  from  all  causes  of  10.54  Per  1,000.” 
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The  nett  general  mortality-rate  varied  in  the  Urban 
Districts  from  8.2  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  population  in 
the  Rushden  District  to  14.9  in  the  Oundle  District,  and  in 
the  Rural  Districts  from  10.7  in  the  Wellingborough  District 
to  18.4  in  the  Crick  and  Gretton  Districts.  The  Rushden 
and  Wellingborough  Districts  thus  retain  the  positions  they 
held  in  1908,  and  with  practically  the  same  mortalities. 

Arranged  in  the  order  of  their  nett  death-rates,  the  Urban 
Districts  stand  thus  : — 


Per  1,000  of 
Population. 

Per  1,000  of 
Population. 

Rushden 

8.2 

Daventry  Borough  ...  11.1 

Irthlingborough 

9.2 

Brackley  Borough  ...  11.3 

Raunds 

...  9.4 

Kettering  ...  ...  11.5 

Higham  Ferrers  Boro’  9.5 

Finedon  ...  ...  11.6 

Rothwell 

...  9.8 

Desborough  ...  ...  11.9 

Wellingborough 

...  10.2 

Oundle  . 14.9 

The  position 

of  the  Rural 

Districts  in  respect  of  their 

nett  death-rates  is  as  follows 

Per  1,000  of 
Population. 

Per  1,000  of 
Population. 

Wellingborough 

...  10.7 

Brackley  ...  ...  14.4 

Northampton 

...  11. 2 

Easton-on-the-Hill  ...  15.3 

Kettering 

...  12.0  • 

Oundle  ...  ...  15.9 

Hardingstone 

...  12.8 

Towcester  ...  ...  16.8 

Oxendon 

...  13.0 

Thrapston  ...  ...  17.6 

Thrapston 

...  13.4 

Middleton  Cheney  ...  18.2 

Brixworth 

...  13.8 

Crick  ...  ...  18.4 

Daventry 

...  14.0 

Gretton  ...  ...  18.4 

Infantile  Mortality. — It  is  very  pleasing  to  be  able  to 
record  for  the  year  1909  the  lowest  infantile  mortality  that 
has  ever  been  attained  in  the  Administrative  County  of 
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Northampton.  It  is  satisfactory  also  to  be  able  to  point  out 
that  the  record  for  the  Combined  Rural  Districts  is  excep¬ 
tionally  good,  and  greater  than  in  any  previous  year.  The 
lowest  infantile  mortality  in  preceding  years  was  that  for  the 
year  1907,  when  it  was  88  per  1,000  births  ;  for  the  year  1909, 
the  rate  per  1,000  births  was  83.  The  average  rate  for  the 
Administrative  County  for  the  ten  year  period  1899 — 1908 
was  105  per  1,000  births,  so  that  the  gain  for  the  year  1909 
is  a  substantial  one  even  though  the  birth-rate  was  so  much 
below  the  average.  From  the  preliminary  summary  of  the 
Registrar-General  also,  it  is  seen  that  the  fall  in  infantile 
mortality  was  general  throughout  England  and  Wales,  for 
which  the  rate  was  109,  or  11  per  1,000  births  below  the  rate 
in  1908.  The  fall  in  Northamptonshire  as  against  the  year 
1908  was,  however,  12  per  1,000  births.  The  rate  in  1909  for 
England  and  Wales,  as  well  as  for  Northamptonshire,  was 
lower  than  in  any  other  year  on  record  ;  but,  from  the  figures 
given,  it  will  be  seen  that  the  position  of  the  Administrative 
County  is  highly  satisfactory  as  compared  with  England  and 
Wales.  In  addition,  however,  it  should  be  mentioned  that 
the  rate  for  the  County  will  bear  very  favourable  comparison 
with  that  for  England  and  Wales,  less  the  76  great  towns 
and  the  143  smaller  towns,  which  stands  at  98  deaths  per  1,000 
births.  It  is  reasonable  to  suppose  that  much  of  these 
favourable  results  in  England  and  Wales  is  due  to  the  very 
greatly  enhanced  interest  which  has  been  taken  in  recent 
years  with  regard  to  the  care  of  infant  life,  and  to  the  employ¬ 
ment  of  various  agencies  to  secure  practical  application  of 
advice  and  instructions  in  the  up-bringing  of  infants.  It  is 
to  be  hoped  that  in  the  future  there  will  be  no  relaxation  of 
endeavours  in  these  directions,  and  that  a  return  to  high  rates 
of  infantile  mortality  will  not  take  place. 

The  average  infantile  death-rate  for  the  whole  Adminis¬ 
trative  County  per  1,000  births,  and  of  the  Combined  Urban 
and  Rural  Districts  respectively,  for  the  years  1900 — 1909 
is  shown  in  the  following  table,  together  with,  for  purposes  of 
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comparison,  the  corresponding  rates  for  England  and  Wales, 
and  for  the  large  towns  in  England  and  Wales,  taken  from 
the  Registrar-General’s  returns  : — 


Districts. 

1  goo 

1901 

1902 

1903 

1904 

1905 

1906 

1907 

1908 

1909 

Adminis¬ 
trative 
County  .  . 

109 

102 

98 

103 

116 

113 

102 

88 

95 

83 

Urban 

Districts  .  . 

126 

109 

116 

H4 

117 

120 

116 

89 

108 

100 

Rural 

Districts  .  . 

95 

96 

80 

92 

115 

106 

91 

87 

84 

68 

England  & 
Wales 

T54 

151 

i33 

132 

146 

128 

133 

118 

121 

109 

Large 

Towns  in 
England  & 
Wales 

172 

168 

145 

T44 

160 

140 

145 

127 

128 

1 

118 

The  following  abstracts  from  the  Annual  Reports  of  the 
District  Medical  Officers  of  Health  relate  to  this  subject  : — 

Brackley  Borough. — “  Infantile  death-rate  was  75.4, 
“  being  considerably  below  the  average  96.5.  .  .  TheNotifica- 
“  tion  of  Births  Act  has  not  been  adopted.  No  special 
“measures  are  taken  with  the  object  of  reducing  infantile 
“  mortality.  The  mothers  are  of  course  advised  in  matters 
“  of  trygiene  and  diet  by  the  medical  men  and  district  nurse.” 

Higham  Ferrers  Borough.— “  The  infantile  death-rate 
“  for  the  present  year  is  89.3  per  1,000  births,  being  slightly 
‘ 4  higher  than  the  average  for  the  last  ten  years,  which 
“  is  86.1.” 


Desborough  Urban. — “The  total  number  of  deaths 


“  below  one  year  was  16,  and  included  that  of  an  illegitimate 
‘  ‘  infant,  giving  an  infant  rate  of  mortality  of  132  deaths 
“  to  the  1,000  births  registered.  This  is  a  rate  far  too  high 
“  not  only  above  that  for  1908  and  the  previous  ten  years’ 
“  average,  but  the  highest  recorded  since  the  year  1899 
“when  the  ratio  was  259  to  1,000  births  registered.  .  .  It 
*  ‘  is  therefore  none  too  soon  that  practical  interest  in  the 
“matter  is  being  shown  by  the  public  and  the  Sanitary 
“  Authorities — some  of  the  latter  having  appointed  Female 
‘  ‘  Health  Visitors  with  the  view  of  preventing  infant  mor- 
‘  ‘  tality.  In  this  connection  I  gladly  take  the  opportunity 
“  of  testifying  to  the  excellent  work  being  accomplished  in 
‘  ‘  the  parish  by  the  Female  Health  Visitor,  whose  services 
“  have  been  extended  by  the  County  Council  to  this  district.” 

Finedon  Urban. — “Thirteen  deaths  of  children  under 
“  one  year  of  age  were  registered,  giving  an  infantile  death- 
“  rate  of  172  per  1,000  births  registered,  the  average  for  the 
“  past  ten  years  being  139.6.  This  rate  is  still  too  high,  but  in 
“  considering  it  one  must  make  allowances,  four  deaths  being 
“  attributed  to  premature  birth,  in  one  case  the  child  being 
“  certified  as  having  lived  30  minutes.” 

Irthlingborough  Urban. — “Only  eight  deaths  took 
“place  under  1  year  of  age,  giving  a  rate  of  81.6,  compared 
“  with  9  deaths  and  a  rate  of  73.7  last  year.  The  increased 
‘  ‘  rate,  with  a  smaller  number  of  deaths,  is  due  to  the  large 
“  decrease  in  the  number  of  births.” 

Kettering  Urban. — “  The  Infantile  Mortality  Rate  of 
“  113.3  for  1909  will  compare  very  favourably  with  other 
“  towns  in  the  country  of  the  same  size  as  Kettering.  As 
“in  former  years  the  causes  of  death  among  infants 
‘  ‘  under  one  year  are  assigned  principally  to  Premature 
“  Birth  and  Debility  from  Birth,  36  out  of  80  being  due  to 
“those  causes;  Bronchitis  and  Pneumonia  coming  next 
‘  ‘  with  7  each.  Many  of  these  deaths  were  due  to  ante-natal 
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“  causes  over  which  one  has  little  control,  but  educating  the 
‘  ‘  mother  by  degrees  how  to  take  care  of  her  health  will  in 
“  time  help  to  lower  this  high  mortality.  The  Notification 
‘  ‘  of  Births  to  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  has  been  carried 
“  out  in  an  efficient  manner.  As  in  the  first  year  of  the 
‘  ‘  adoption  of  the  Act,  the  midwives  and  parents  have  notified 
“  the  vast  majority  of  the  births.” 

Oundle  Urban. — “  Only  two  deaths  occurred  under  the 
“  age  of  one  year,  and  the  rate  per  1,000  births  47.6  is  the 
“  lowest  for  the  past  decade.” 

Raunds  Urban. — “The  number  of  children  who  died 
1  *  under  1  year  of  age  was  4,  which  gives  an  Infantile  death- 
*  ‘  rate  of  43.9  per  1,000  births  registered  ;  this  is  by  far  the 
“  lowest  rate  ever  recorded  in  the  District,  the  next  lowest 
“  being  59.3  in  1901.” 

Rothwell  Urban. — “The  Infant  Mortality  was  also 
‘  ‘  very  low,  there  being  only  12  deaths  under  one  year  of  age, 
“  giving  a  death-rate  of  125  per  1,000  births.  This  compares 
“  very  favourably  with  that  of  last  year,  which  was  161.6 
‘ ‘  per  1,000  births.” 

Rushden  Urban. — “  Of  the  infants  under  one  year  of 
“  age  there  were  31  deaths,  or  at  the  rate  of  109.5  per  1,000 
“  registered  births,  six  of  which  were  premature,  as  compared 
“  with  35  deaths  at  the  rate  of  112.9  per  1,000  last  year.” 

Wellingborough  Urban. — “There  was  a  decided 
“  decrease  in  the  deaths  of  children  under  one  year  of  age, 
“viz.,  34;  of  these  10  deaths  were  from  premature  birth. 
“  The  death-rate  of  children  under  one  year  per  1,000  births 
“  registered  was  78.7,  the  lowest  with  one  exception  during 
“  the  last  20  years.” 
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Brixworth  Rural. — “The  number  of  deaths  under 
“one  year  for  1909  were  12,  as  against  23  for  1908,  the 
“  death-rate  being  55.5  per  1,000  as  against  92.7  per  1,000 

*  ‘  births  for  1908.” 

Crick  Rural. — “  Only  2  deaths  of  infants  under  one 
“  year  of  age  were  registered,  equivalent  to  the  extremely 
“  low  infant  mortality  of  36  per  1,000  births,  the  lowest 
‘  *  on  record  for  the  district.  These  2  deaths  were  due 
“respectively  to  diarrhoea  and  pneumonia.” 

Daventry  Rural. — “The  infant  mortality  under  one 
“year  continues  most  satisfactory,  and  the  improvement 
“  on  former  years  is  still  maintained  ;  it  comes  to  78  per 
“  1,000  births.” 

Hardingstone  Rural. — “  The  total  number  of  deaths 
‘  ‘  in  children  under  one  year  of  age  was  only  8,  giving  a  ratio 
“  per  1,000  births  registered  of  56.  This  is  a  very  low  death- 

*  ‘  rate  in  this  class,  and  is  satisfactory  as  showing  if  fewer 
“  children  are  born  yet  most  of  them  live.” 

Kettering  Rural. — This  mortality  showed  “  a  slight 

*  ‘  increase  compared  to  last  year,  27  infants  dying  under 
“  one  year  of  age,  and  10  of  these  before  the  end  of  the 
“  first  month.  The  very  severe  weather  experienced  in 
“  February  and  March  no  doubt  had  some  influence, 
“  coupled  with  the  large  epidemic  of  measles.  The  rate  of 
“  97.1  however,  is  well  below  the  average  of  the  preceding 
“  10  years,  and  compares  very  favourably  with  that  of  more 
“  congested  areas.” 

Middleton  Cheney  Rural. — There  was  ‘  ‘  for  children 
‘  ‘  under  one  year  of  age  a  death-rate  per  thousand  births 

*  ‘  registered  of  100.  The  causes  of  the  infantile  mortality 
‘  ‘  were  diphtheria,  gastritis,  bronchitis,  and  premature 
“  birth.” 
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Northampton  Rural. — “The  total  number  of  deaths 
*  *  in  children  under  one  year  of  age  was  only  4,  so  that  if  fewer 
‘  ‘  children  were  born  it  is  satisfactory  to  know  that  almost  all 
“of  them  lived.  This  is  the  smallest  number  of  deaths 
“under  this  heading  that  I  ever  remember.” 

Potterspury  Rural. — “There  were  10  deaths  under 
‘  ‘one  year  of  age  ;  this  gives  a  rate  of  98  per  1,000  births, 
“  which  is  about  the  average  for  the  district.” 

Towcester  Rural. — Twelve  deaths  ‘  ‘  were  under  one 
“year  of  age,  and  the  ratio  to  births  registered  is  53.57 
“  per  1,000.” 

Wellingborough  Rural. — “Five  cases  of  premature 
“birth  have  been  registered.  .  .  The  infant  mortality  has 
“  been  80  per  1,000  for  the  whole  district.” 

The  infantile  mortality  rate  varied  in  the  Urban  Districts 
from  43.9  per  1,000  births  in  the  Raunds  District  to  173.3  in 
the  Finedon  District,  and  in  the  Rural  Districts  from  32.7 
in  the  Northampton  District  to  128.2  in  the  Easton-on-the- 
Hill  District. 

Arranged  in  the  order  of  their  infantile  mortality  rates 
the  Urban  Districts  stand  thus  : — 


Per  1,000 
Births. 

Per  1,000 
Births . 

Raunds 

—  43-9 

Higham  Ferrers  Boro’ 

89.2 

Oundle 

...  47.6 

Rushden 

•  •  • 

IO9.I 

Daventry  Borough 

...  57.1 

Kettering 

•  •  • 

II3-3 

Brackley  Borough 

•••  75-4 

Roth  well 

•  •  • 

124.1 

Wellingborough 

...  78.7 

Desborough  ... 

•  •  • 

132.2 

Irthlingborough 

...  8l.6 

Finedon 

•  •  • 

173-3 

The  position  of  the  Rural  Districts  in  respect 
infantile  mortality  rates  is  as  follows  : — 

of 

their 
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Northampton 

Per  1,000 
Births. 

...  32.7 

Crick 

•••  36.3 

Brixworth 

...  50.9 

Towcester 

53-5 

Oundle 

•••  53-6 

Thrapston 

•••  54-9 

Hardingstone 

•••  55-9 

Oxendon 

...  62.3 

Per  1,000 
Births. 


Brackley 

64.1 

Daventry 

78.4 

Wellingborough 

80.0 

Potterspury  ... 

98.0 

Middleton  Cheney  ... 

100.0 

Kettering 

100.3 

Gretton 

U5-3 

Easton-on-the-Hill  ... 

128.2 

Phthisis  Mortality. — Most  of  the  Annual  Reports  of  the 
District  Medical  Officers  of  Health  contain  references  to  the 
results  arising  in  consequence  of  the  Regulations  as  to  Tuber¬ 
culosis,  issued  by  the  Local  Government  Board,  under  date 
18th  December,  1908,  to  Boards  of  Guardians,  Joint  Com¬ 
mittees,  and  Managers  of  Asylum  and  School  Districts.  These 
Regulations  provided  for  the  notification  to  Medical  Officers 
of  Health  of  Sanitary  Authorities  of  cases  of  pulmonary 
tuberculosis  occurring  among  the  inmates  of  Poor  Law 
Institutions,  or  among  poor  persons  under  the  official  care  of 
District  Medical  Officers.  In  many  of  the  Reports  mention 
is  made  of  the  fact  that  disinfection  of  premises  has  followed 
the  notification  of  cases  consequent  on  these  regulations, 
and  in  more  than  one  Report  general  notification  of  pulmonary 
tuberculosis  is  advocated.  In  the  Rural  Districts  of  Hard- 
ingstone  arid  Northampton,  a  system  of  voluntary  notification 
appears  to  have  been  adopted  by  the  respective  District 
Councils  on  the  recommendation  of  the  Medical  Officer  of 
Health,  and  it  must  be  conceded  that,  limited  as  are  the 
powers  conferred  by  the  Regulations,  advantage  has  been 
taken  of  them  in  local  endeavours  to  control  the  spread  of 
phthisis.  Good  progress,  too,  has  been  made  in  the  building 
of  the  Sanatorium  for  the  reception  and  treatment  of  cases 
of  pulmonary  tuberculosis  in  the  County,  and  it  is  anticipated 
that  it  will  be  ready  for  occupation  during  the  current  year. 
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It  is  to  be  hoped  that  this  will  receive  the  requisite  support 
from  the  various  District  Councils  of  the  County. 

The  total  number  of  deaths  registered  in  the  Adminis¬ 
trative  County  as  due  to  Phthisis  during  the  year  1909  was 
185,  and  of  these  96  belonged  to  the  combined  Urban  Dis¬ 
tricts,  and  89  to  the  combined  Rural  Districts.  The  number 
of  deaths  which  occurred  from  Phthisis  in  the  Berry  Wood 
Asylum  of  persons  belonging  to  the  Administrative  County 
was  8,  as  against  11  and  10  in  the  years  1908  and  1907  res¬ 
pectively,  and  these  have  been  allocated  as  required  to  the 
Districts  from  which  they  came.  Of  the  total  deaths  from 
Phthisis,  7  were  of  children  under  five  years  of  age,  or  3.78 
per  cent,  of  the  total  deaths  from  this  disease,  as  against 
1.93  per  cent,  in  1908,  4.08  per  cent,  in  1907,  3.76  per  cent, 
in  1906,  and  3.03  per  cent,  in  1905.  I  am  glad  to  be  able  to 
report  that  the  phthisis  mortality  rate  for  the  County  in  the 
year  1909  was  a  more  favourable  one  than  in  any  of  the  pre¬ 
ceding  ten  years,  with  the  exception  of  the  year  1905.  It  is 
also  pleasing  to  note  that,  whereas  the  average  rate  for  the 
five  years  1899  to  1903  was  0.99  per  1,000  of  the  population, 
and  for  the  five  years  1904  to  1908  was  0.88  per  1,000,  the  rate 
for  the  year  1909  was  only  0.84  per  1,000  of  the  population. 
The  Brackley  Rural  District  was  the  only  one,  however, 
which  had  no  mortality  from  Phthisis  during  the  year. 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  deaths  from 
phthisis,  and  the  rates  per  1,000  of  the  population  for  the 
whole  Administrative  County  in  the  ten  years  1900 — 1909  : — 


Area. 

Phthisis 

1900 

1901 

1902 

1903 

1904 

1905 

1906 

1907 

1908 

1909 

Adminis- 

No.  of 
Deaths. 

219 

178 

214 

182 

204 

165 

186 

196 

207 

185 

trative 

County 

Rate  per 
1,000 

1.06 

0.85 

1. 01 

0.85 

* 

o-95 

0.76 

0.85 

0.90 

o.95 

0.84 
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The  following  references  to  mortalities  from  this  disease, 
chiefly  in  manufacturing  urban  districts,  may  be  noted  : — 

Higham  Ferrers  Borough. — “  There  were  two  deaths 
“  from  phthisis  during  the  year,  giving  a  death-rate  of  0.6 
“  per  1,000.  This  is  a  low  rate,  and  is  the  same  as  that 
‘ ‘  of  last  year.” 

Desborough  Urban. — “The  number  of  deaths  regis- 
“  tered  as  due  to  Phthisis  or  Consumption  was  two — both 
“  females  and  above  the  age  of  five  years — giving  a  death- 
‘  ‘  rate  for  this  disease  of  0.47  per  1,000  compared  with  4 
“  and  0.97  respectively,  the  figures  for  the  previous  year.  .  . 

‘  *  There  were  three  notifications  received  under  the  Public 
‘  ‘  Health  Act  (Tuberculosis)  Regulations  of  the  Local  Govern - 
‘  ‘  ment  Board,  and  they  obtained  from  your  officers  due 
“  attention.” 

Finedon  Urban. — “  Phthisis  caused  five  deaths,  giving 
“  a  rate  of  1.2  per  1,000  per  annum.  This  is  a  rate  much 
“  higher  than  usual.  .  .  In  all  the  cases  of  Phthisis,  steps  were 
“  taken  to  prevent  as  far  as  possible  the  infection  being 
‘ 1  spread.  The  rooms  and  bedding  in  the  houses  in  which 
“the  fatal  cases  occurred  were  thoroughly  disinfected.” 

Irthlingborough  Urban. — “  Phthisis  or  Consumption 
“  of  the  Lungs,  caused  8  deaths,  giving  a  rate  of  1.68  com- 
“  pared  with  4  deaths  and  a  rate  of  0.85  last  year.  Other 
“  Tubercular  diseases  caused  2  deaths,  making  a  total  of  10 
“  deaths  from  tuberculous  diseases  and  a  rate  of  2.1,  com- 
“  pared  with  7  deaths  and  a  rate  of  1.47  last  year.  This  is 
‘  ‘  an  exceedingly  high  rate,  and  the  sad  fact,  as  usual,  is  that 
“  the  majority  of  the  deaths  were  of  men  and  women  in  the 
“  prime  of  life — between  20  and  40  years  of  age.” 

Kettering  Urban. —  “The  deaths  from  Phthisis  in 
“  1909  were  32,  which  is  a  decided  improvement  compared 
“  with  1908  when  the  deaths  were  45.  There  is  still  room 
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“  for  lowering  the  death-rate  from  Phthisis  in  Kettering, 
‘  ‘  and  with  the  means  at  the  disposal  of  your  officers  it  is  to 
“  be  hoped  that  this  will  be  attained.”  An  excellent  handbill 
is  set  out  in  the  report,  and  this  is  regularly  distributed  ; 
it  is  also  recorded  “  that  one  or  two  medical  men  have  asked 
your  officers  to  disinfect  rooms  of  their  patients  who  are 
“  suffering  from  consumption,  which  request  has  been 
“  promptly  attended  to.” 


Oundle  Urban. — “Only  one  death  from  pulmonary 
‘  ‘  tubercle  is  registered,  and  tubercle  accounts  for  no  other 
“  deaths,  a  most  satisfactory  feature.” 

Raunds  Urban.— “  Pulmonary  tuberculosis  was  the 
“  cause  of  death  of  6  persons  during  the  year,  a  rate  of  1.39 
“  per  1,000,  and  although  this  is  slightly  lower  than  1908, 

*  ‘  yet  there  is  no  doubt  the  disease  is  very  rife  in  the  District 
* ‘  and  is  increasing.  During  the  year  6  or  7  cases  have  been 
‘  ‘  sent  for  open  air  treatment  in  various  sanatoria,  some  of 

*  ‘  whom  have  been  in  for  four  months  ;  all  have  returned 
“home  temporarily  or  permanently  benefited,  and  there 
“  is  no  doubt  this  mode  of  treatment  is  the  most  efficacious 
“  ever  tried  up  to  now.” 

* 

Rothwell  Urban. — “  Only  two  deaths  were  recorded 
“  as  having  occurred  from  this  disease.  This  is  a  very 
‘  ‘  satisfactory  result,  considering  that  the  town  has  a  popu- 
“  lation  of  over  5,000.” 


Rushden  Urban. — “  Eleven  deaths  have  been  recorded, 
“  all  between  fifteen  and  sixty-five  years  of  age.  .  .  All  the 
‘  *  houses  in  which  deaths  have  occurred,  and  which  have 
“  been  brought  to  the  notice  of  the  Department,  have  been 
“  fumigated  with  the  consent  of  the  owners.”  Other  cases 
of  Phthisis  “have  been  visited  from  time  to  time,  simple 
“  directions  given,  and  fumigation  carried  out.” 
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Wellingborough  Urban. — “There  were  18  deaths 
“  from  Phthisis  (one  less  than  last  year),  the  greatest  number 
“  being  in  persons  from  25  to  65  years  of  age,  and  one  over 
“65  years.  “  Notified  cases  “were  visited,  disin- 
*  ‘  fectants  supplied,  and  advice  given  to  prevent  infection 
“  and  aid  the  patient.  The  houses  were  also  disinfected.” 

The  Phthisis  death-rate  varied  in  the  Urban  Districts 
from  0.38  per  1,000  of  the  poulation  in  the  Rothwell  District 
to  1.68  per  1,000  of  the  population  in  the  Irthlingborough 
District.  In  the  Rural  Districts  the  variation  in  this  mortality 
was  from  0.00  per  1,000  of  the  population  in  the  Brackley 
District  to  1.33  per  1,000  of  the  population  in  the  Easton  - 
on-the-Hill  District. 


Arranged  in  the  Order  of  their  Phthisis  death-rates, 
the  Urban  Districts  stand  thus  : — 


Rothwell 

Per  1,000  of 
Population. 

...  O.38 

Wellingborough 

Per  1,000  of 
Population. 

...  O.95 

Oundle 

...  0.4I 

Kettering 

•  •  • 

1. 01 

Desborough  . . . 

...  O.47 

Daventry  Borough  ... 

1.05 

Higham  Ferrers  Boro’  0.68 

Raunds 

•  •  • 

I.38 

Rushden 

...  O.69 

Finedon 

•  •  • 

I.46 

Brackley  Borough 

...  0.8l 

Irthlingborough 

•  •  • 

1.68 

The  position  of  the  Rural  Districts  in  respect  of  their 
Phthisis  death-rates  is  as  follows  : — 


Per  1,000  of  Per  1,000  of 

Population.  Population. 


Brackley 

...  0.00 

Towcester 

...  0.81 

Oxendon 

...  0.23 

Middleton  Cheney 

...  0.82 

Crick 

...  0.43 

Brixworth 

...  0.93 

Wellingborough 

...  0.56 

Thrapston 

...  1. 00 

Daventry 

...  0.67 

Oundle 

...  1. 13 

Gretton 

...  0.68 

Hardingstone 

...  1. 14 

Northampton 

...  0.74 

Potterspury  . . . 

...  1. 21 

Kettering 

...  0.76 

Easton-on-the-Hill 

•••  T-33 
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Respiratory  Diseases  Mortality. — The  mortality  from  the 
respiratory  diseases  in  the  County  during  the  year  1909 
amounted  to  399,  as  against  352  in  the  year  1908,  and  an 
average  of  378  for  the  10  years  1899 — 1908.  The  mortality 
for  the  first  five  of  these  years,  however,  showed  an  average 
of  405  while  the  average  for  the  later  period  of  5  years  was 
only  350.  It  is  to  be  noted  in  connection  with  the  figures 
for  1908  and  1909  that  measles  prevailed  and  was  more  fatal 
in  the  latter  than  in  the  former  year.  In  the  year  1908  the 
rate  of  mortality  from  the  respiratory  diseases  was  1.61  per 
1,000  of  the  population  ;  in  1909  the  rate  was  1.82  per  1,000 
of  the  population.  This  last  rate  is  higher,  however,  than 
the  average  for  the  ten  years  1899 — 1908,  which  was  1.78, 
and  for  the  last  five  of  these  years,  which  was  1.61  and  slightly 
less  than  the  average  for  the  first  period  of  five  years,  which 
was  1.94  per  1,000  of  the  population.  Of  the  deaths  which 
occurred,  15 1  belonged  to  the  Combined  Urban  Districts, 
and  248  to  the  Combined  Rural  Districts,  after  allocating  to 
their  respective  districts  the  6  deaths  which  occurred  in  Berry 
Wood  Asylum.  Of  the  total  deaths  from  Bronchitis,  Pneu¬ 
monia,  and  Pleurisy,  23.05  per  cent,  were  of  children  under 
5  years  of  age  ;  of  these,  45,  or  48.91  per  cent,  were  in  the 
Combined  Urban  Districts,  and  47,  or  51.09  per  cent,  were  in 
the  Combined  Rural  Districts. 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  deaths  from 
the  respiratory  diseases,  and  the  rate  per  1,000  of  the  popu¬ 
lation  for  the  whole  Administrative  County  for  the  ten  years 
1900 — 1909  : — 


Area. 

Respira¬ 

tory 

Diseases 

1900 

1901 

1902 

1903 

1904 

1905 

1906 

1907 

1908 

1909 

Adminis- 

No.  of 
Deaths 

450 

337 

4i5 

359 

354 

354 

305 

387 

352 

399 

trative 

County 

• 

Rate  per 
1,000 

2.18 

1.62 

1.97 

1.68 

1.65 

1.63 

1.40 

1.78 

1. 61 

1.82 
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Daventry  Borough  is  the  only  District  in  the  County 
which  shews  no  mortality  from  Respiratory  Diseases. 


The  death-rate  for  Respiratory  Diseases  varied  in  the 
Urban  Districts  from  o.oo  per  1,000  of  the  population  in  the 
Daventry  Borough  to  1.80  per  1,000  of  the  population  in  the 
Kettering  District.  In  the  Rural  Districts  the  variation  in 
this  mortality  was  from  o .68  per  1,000  of  the  population  in 
the  Gretton  District  to  6.21  per  1,000  of  the  population  in 
the  Middleton  Cheney  District. 


Arranged  in  order  of  their  death-rates  for  Respiratory 
Diseases  the  Urban  Districts  stand  thus  : — 


Per  1,000  of 
Population. 

Daventry  Borough 

...  0.00 

Raunds 

...  0.46 

Brackley  Borough 

...  0.81 

Desborough  . . . 

...  0.95 

Finedon 

...  0.97 

Rothwell 

•••  1-35 

Per  1,000  of 
Population . 


Irthlingborough 

Wellingborough 

Oundle 

Rushden 

Higham  Ferrers  Boro’ 
Kettering  . 


1.47 

1.52 

1.66 

1.70 

1.71 
1.80 


The  position  of  the  Rural  Districts  in  respect  of  their 
death-rates  for  Respiratory  Diseases  is  as  follows  : — 


Per  1,000  of  Per  1,000  of 

Population.  Population. 


Gretton 

...  0.68 

Brixworth 

...  2.19 

Daventry 

...  1.63 

Oxendon 

...  2.37 

Wellingborough 

...  1.63 

Northampton 

...  2.43 

Hardingstone 

...  1.65 

Potterspury  . . . 

...  2.63 

Brackley 

...  1.67 

Oundle 

...  2.76 

Kettering 

...  1.67 

Crick 

...  3.07 

Easton-on-the-Hill 

...  2.00 

Towcester 

...  3.14 

Thrapston 

...  2.00 

Middleton  Cheney 

...  6.21 
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General  Zymotic  Mortality. — The  general  zymotic  mor¬ 
tality  rate  for- 1909  was  considerably  below  that  for  any  one 
of  the  10  years  preceding  it.  The  total  number  of  deaths, 
inclusive  of  those  from  Measles,  Whooping  Cough,  and  Diarr¬ 
hoea,  which  are  not  notifiable  diseases,  but  not  including 
Simple  Croup,  Epidemic  Influenza,  or  Enteritis,  amounted 
to  104,  of  which  42  deaths  occurred  in  the  Combined  Urban 
Districts,  and  62  in  the  Combined  Rural  Districts. 

It  is  to  be  noted,  however,  on  reference  to  the  Chart 
that  the  rates  of  notifiable  diseases*  and  mortality  therefrom 
for  the  year  1909  are  slightly  higher  than  the  like  rates  for 
1908,  but  are  lower  than  the  averages  for  the  preceding 
nine  years. 

The  general  zymotic  mortality  rate  for  the  year  1909 
was  0.47  per  1,000  of  the  population,  as  against  0.68  in  1908, 
and  0.62  in  1907.  The  mortality  rate,  from  the  notifiable 
diseases*  amounted  to  0.24  per  1,000  of  the  population,  as 
against  0.22  for  1908,  0.26  for  the  years  1906  and  1907,  0.40 
per  1,000  in  1905,  0.38  per  1,000  in  1904,  0.26  per  1,000  in 
1903,  0.27  per  1,000  in  1902,  0.36  per  1,000  in  1901,  and  0.41 
per  1,000  in  1900.  The  total  number  of  cases  notified  was 
*1,224,  as  against  1,064  in  1908,  1,240  in  1907,  1,223  cases  in 
1906,  1,866  cases  in  1905,  1,598  cases  in  1904,  and  913  cases 
in  1903,  which  is  at  the  rate  of  5.58  cases  per  1,000  of  the 
population ;  of  these  cases,  54  were  fatal,  as  against  48 
in  1907. 

Of  the  total  deaths  from  the  zymotic  diseases  56  were  of 
children  under  five  years  of  age,  or  at  the  rate  of  53.84  per 
cent.  ;  of  these,  23,  or  41.07  per  cent,  were  in  the  Combined 
Urban  Districts,  and  33,  or  58.93  per  cent,  were  in  the  Com¬ 
bined  Rural  Districts. 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  deaths  from 
the  general  zymotic  diseases,  and  the  rate  per  1,000  of  the 


*  Excluding  Phthisis. 
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population  for  the  whole  Administrative  County,  for  the  ten 
years  1900-1909  : — 


General 

Area. 

I  . 

Zymotic 

Diseases. 

1900 

1901 

1902 

1903 

1904 

1905 

1906 

1907 

1908 

1909 

No.  of 

Adminis¬ 

trative 

Deaths. 

217 

187 

162 

154 

203 

195 

176 

135 

150 

104 

1 County. 

Rate  per 

1,000 

1.05 

0.90 

0.77 

0.72 

0.94 

0.90 

0.81 

0.62 

0.68 

0.  47 

The  general  zymotic  death-rate  varied  in  the  Urban 
Districts  from  0.00  per  1,000  of  the  population  in  the  Borough 
of  Higham  Ferrers  and  Finedon  and  Irthlingborough  districts 
to  2.49  per  1,000  of  the  population  in  the  Oundle  District. 
In  the  Rural  Districts  the  variation  in  this  mortality  was 
from  0.00  per  1,000  of  the  population  in  the  Easton-on-the- 
Hill  and  Gretton  Districts,  to  1.24  per  1,000  of  the  population 
in  the  Middleton  Cheney  District. 
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Arranged  in  order  of  their  death-rates  for  zymotic 
diseases  the  Urban  Districts  stand  thus  : — 


Per  1,000  of 
Population. 


Higham  Ferrers  Boro’ 

0.00 

Finedon 

0.00 

Irthlingborough 

0.00 

Desborough  ... 

0.23 

Raunds 

0.23 

Kettering 

0.31 

Per  1,000  of 
Population. 

Roth  well  ...  0.38 

Wellingborough  ...  0.38 
Brackley  Borough  ...  0.40 
Daventry  Borough  ...  0.52 

Rushden  . 0.69 

Oundle  . 2.49 


The  position  of  the  Rural  Districts  in  respect  of  their 
death-rates  for  zymotic  diseases  is  as  follows  : — 
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Per  1,000  of 
Population. 


Easton-on-the-Hill 

...  0.00 

Gretton 

...  0.00 

Brackley 

...  0.13 

Brixworth 

...  0.16 

Oxendon 

...  0.23 

W  ellingborough 

...  0.28 

Oundle 

...  0.32 

Thrapston 

...  0.40 

Per  1, 

000  of 

Population. 

Crick  . 

0-43 

Daventry 

0.44 

Northampton 

0.56 

Towcester 

0.70 

Hardingstone 

0.76 

Kettering 

1. 21 

Potterspury  ... 

1. 21 

Middleton  Cheney  ... 

1.24 

Special  Zymotic  Diseases  and  Mortality. 

Small  Pox. — There  was  no  record  of  any  case  of  this 
disease  in  the  County  during  the  year,  but  the  population  is 
becoming  increasingly  less  protected  against  the  risks  of  in¬ 
fection  from  it. 

Scarlet  Fever. — There  was  an  increased  prevalence  of 
scarlet  fever  in  the  year  1909,  though  the  disease  generally 
is  reported  as  having  been  of  a  mild  type.  The  most  con¬ 
siderable  epidemics  were  in  the  Urban  Districts  of  Kettering, 
Wellingborough,  and  Rushden,  and  the  number  of  cases  was 
excessive  in  the  Rural  District  of  Wellingborough.  The 
Rural  Districts  of  Brixworth,  Hardingstone,  and  Northampton 
suffered  from  their  adjunction  with  the  County  Borough  of 
Northampton,  and  a  large  part  of  the  cases  in  the  Kettering 
Rural  District  represented  the  close  of  the  epidemic  of  the 
year  before  in  the  parish  of  Burton  Latimer.  In  the  other 
Districts  of  the  County  the  distribution  of  the  disease  was  not 
abnormal,  and  calls  for  no  special  comment.  As  a  matter  of 
fact  the  total  incidence  of  the  disease  in  the  Districts  above- 
named  amounted  to  72.6  per  cent,  of  the  whole  prevalence  of 
it  in  the  County.  Dealing  with  the  figures  relating  to  scarlet- 
fever  in  more  detail,  there  were,  during  the  year  1909,  830 
cases  of  this  disease  in  the  Administrative  County,  as  against 
715  cases  in  1908,  920  cases  in  1907,  871  cases  in  1906,  1,475 
-cases  in  1905,  1,127  cases  in  1904,  495  cases  in  1903,  602  cases 
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in  1902,  570  cases  in  1901,  and  816  cases  in  1900.  Of  the 
total  cases  during  1909,  449  occurred  in  the  Combined  Urban 
Districts,  and  381  in  the  Combined  Rural  Districts.  The 
total  scarlet  fever  prevalence  was  equal  to  a  sickness-rate  of 
0.37  per  cent,  of  the  population,  as  against  0.32  per  cent, 
in  1908,  0.42  per  cent,  in  1907,  0.40  per  cent,  in  1906,  0.68  per 
cent,  in  1905,  0.52  per  cent,  in  1904,  and  0.23  per  cent,  in 
1903.  In  the  Combined  Urban  Districts  the  rate  was  0.43 
per  cent.,  as  against  0.41  per  cent,  in  1908,  0.54  per  cent,  in 
1907,  0.34  per  cent,  in  1906,  0.84  per  cent,  in  1905,  and  0.55 
per  cent,  in  1904,  and  in  the  Combined  Rural  Districts  it  was 
0.32  per  cent,  as  against  0.25  per  cent,  in  1908,  0.32  per  cent, 
in  1907,  0.45  per  cent,  in  1906,  0.54  per  cent,  in  1905,  and  0.50 
per  cent,  in  1904.  The  total  number  of  deaths  from  scarlet 
fever  in  the  Administrative  County  during  1909  was  7,  or 
0.84  per  cent,  of  the  cases,  as  against  0.69  per  cent,  in  1908, 
2.60  per  cent,  in  1907,  2.29  per  cent,  in  1906,  2.70  per  cent, 
in  1905,  2.57  per  cent,  in  1904,  3.03  per  cent,  in  1903,  1.82 
per  cent,  in  1902,  1.57  per  cent,  in  1901,  and  1.96  per  cent, 
in  1900.  Of  these  deaths  3,  or  42.8  per  cent,  were  of  children 
under  five  years  of  age,  as  against  20.0  per  cent,  in  1908, 
37.5  per  cent,  in  the  year  1907,  and  50.0  per  cent,  in  the  years 
1905  and  1906.  No  death  from  Scarlet  Fever  occurred  in 
any  of  the  Urban  Districts,  and  no  case  of  scarlet  fever  was 
notified  in  the  Easton-on- the-Hill  or  Gretton  Rural  Districts. 

The  following  extracts  from  the  reports  of  the  District 
Medical  Officers  of  Health  are  descriptive  of  the  local  preval¬ 
ences  of  the  disease  : — 

Daventry  Borough. — “Twenty-seven  cases  in  all 
‘  ‘  were  notified  during  the  year,  as  compared  with  4  for  1908, 
‘  ‘  and  20  for  1907,  but  no  fatality  occurred  from  the  disease. 
“  .  .  The  origin  of  the  disease  was  obscure.” 

Higham  Ferrers  Borough. — “During  the  year  there 
“  were  two  separate  outbreaks  of  scarlet-fever  in  the  town. 
“The  first,  which  occurred  in  March,  was  limited  to  one 
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*  ‘  case,  and  the  second,  in  November,  resulted  in  three  cases 
“  of  the  disease.  Careful  measures  were  taken  to  isolate  the 
‘  ‘  patients,  and  I  am  glad  to  report  that  in  each  outbreak 
‘  ‘  the  disease  was  confined  to  the  house  in  which  it  originally 
‘  ‘  showed  itself.  In  each  case  the  infection  was  brought 
“  into  the  town  from  outside  the  district.” 

Desborough  Urban. — “During  the  year  there  were 
“  notified  three  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  in  three  houses — two  in 
“  June  and  one  in  November.  Although  an  exhaustive  en- 
V  quiry  was  made,  no  common  source  of  infection  nor  con¬ 
nection  between  the  three  cases  could  be  discovered.” 

Irthlingborough  Urban. — “Five  cases  occurred  in 
“  one  house  early  in  January.  Four  of  them  were  well  ad- 
“  vanced  in  the  peeling  stage  when  I  first  saw  them,  and  the 
‘  ‘  source  of  infection  was  easily  traced  to  a  house  in  which 
“  a  case  had  occurred  a  short  time  before.  A  few  other 
‘  ‘  cases  also  in  the  peeling  stage  when  first  seen  were,  un- 
‘  ‘  doubtedly,  contracted  at  school.  Another  batch  took 
“  place  at  the  end  of  the  year  in  children  attending  school. 

‘  ‘  There  is  no  doubt  that  an  unsuspected  case  was  the  source 
‘ ‘  of  infection.  When  the  first  case  of  this  batch  occurred 
{ ‘  I  visited  the  School  and  examined  all  the  children  in  several 
* 1  classes,  and  on  inspecting  the  register  I  found  that  several 
“  children  had  been  absent  for  a  week  or  two.  I  visited  the 
‘  ‘  houses  and  in  several  instances  found  children  in  the 
‘  ‘  peeling  stage  of  the  disease.  By  isolating  them  the  out- 
“  break  was,  in  all  probability,  cut  short.” 

Kettering  Urban. — There  were  165  cases  notified 
during  the  year.  “  In  January  a  child  had  been  attending 
“  Spencer  Street  School  who,  when  visited  by  the  doctor,, 
‘  ‘  was  found  to  be  peeling.  On  enquiry  by  the  Sanitary 
‘  ‘  Inspector  this  case  was  traced  to  another  child  in  the  house 
‘ '  who  had  a  nasal  discharge  which  developed  three  weeks 
‘  ‘  after  leaving  the  hospital.  This  case  was  the  means  of 
“  spreading  the  disease  in  the  North  Ward.  In  April  a  case 
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“  was  discovered  during  Medical  Inspection  to  be  peeling 
“  at  the  Rockingham  Road  School.  In  September,  at  Stam- 
“  ford  Road  School  I  excluded  a  child  who  had  a  temperature 
“  of  100.2.  This  child  was  afterwards  notified  to  be  suffering 
“from  Scarlet  Fever.  At  St.  Mary’s  School  a  child  was 
‘  *  found  to  be  peeling  ;  and  in  October  the  same  thing  occurred 
‘  ‘  at  Park  Road  School.  These  latter  cases  account  for  the 
*  ‘  great  increase  in  the  number  of  Scarlet  Fever  cases  during 
“  the  last  4  months  of  1909.  It  would  appear  from  the 
“  foregoing  that  the  schools  have  a  decided  influence  in  the 
‘  ‘  spread  of  Scarlet  Fever,  and  no  doubt  the  school  children 
“have  been  the  means  of  infecting  the  older  persons  who 
“have  been  attacked.” 

Oundle  Urban. — “  There  have  been  straggling  cases  of 
‘  ‘  scarlatina  throughout  the  year.  Happily  they  have  been 
“  mild  attacks,  in  several  cases  only  recognised  by  the  parents 
“  when  the  peeling  stage  had  arrived.  Under  our  present 
'  ‘  system  it  is  impossible  to  properly  isolate  the  cases.  There 
‘  ‘  is  not  enough  accommodation  in  the  cottages  for  the  patient 
“  to  have  a  room  to  himself,  and  the  mother  has  to  attend 
“  to  patient  and  family.  The  husband  in  several  cases  has 
“had  to  go  to  rooms.” 

Raunds  Urban. — “The  scarlet  fever  cases  were 
“scattered  over  the  town,  and  in  most  of  the  cases  were 
“imported  irom  other  districts,  and  no  deaths  occurred 
“from  that  disease.” 

Rothwell  Urban. — “The  three  cases  appeared — one 
“  in  March,  one  in  August,  and  one  in  September  ;  in  each 
‘  ‘  case  the  strictest  precautions  were  taken,  with  the  pleasing 
‘  ‘  result  that  the  disease  did  not  spread.  There  were  no 
“  deaths.” 

Rushden  Urban. — “  Sixty-three  cases  were  notified, 
‘  ‘  twenty  being  under  five  years  of  age.  All  these  cases 
‘  ‘  seem  to  have  been  of  an  exceedingly  mild  character,  as  no 
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‘  ‘  deaths  have  been  recorded.  In  connection  with  this  out- 
“  break,  I  recommended  that  the  women’s  department  at 
‘  *  one  of  the  factories  should  be  fumigated,  and  this  was 
“  done.” 

Wellingborough  Urban. — “  There  were  143  cases  of 
‘  ‘  scarlet  fever  notified,  the  greatest  number  being  in  the 
“  early  part  of  the  year;  The  epidemic  began  during  the  last 
“  three  months  of  the  year  1908,  and  continued  through 
“  1909.  During  January  there  were  31  cases  notified,  in 
‘  ‘  February  38,  March  25,  April  9,  and  May  9  ;  then  a  smaller 
“  number  each  month  to  the  end  of  the  year,  as  in  December 
‘  ‘  only  one  case  was  notified.  .  .  The  cases  were  not  confined 
“  to  one  locality  or  school,  but  distributed.” 

Brixworth  Rural. — “Of  the  40  cases,  Moulton  is 
“  responsible  for  16,  Chapel  Brampton  and  Pitsford  for  4 
“  each  respectively,  and  Draughton  for  3.  There  has  been 
“  a  great  deal  of  scarlet  fever  in  Northampton,  and  it  is 
4  4  probable  that  Moulton,  the  village  in  which  the  bulk  of 
“  the  cases  occurred  and  which  is  closely  connected  with 
“Northampton,  was  infected  from  the  town.  The  disease 
* 4  has  been  of  a  mild  type  ;  one  death  occurred  in  the  district 
“  at  Harlestone  Heath  on  February  3rd.” 

Hardingstone  Rural.— There  were  31  cases  of  scarlet 
fever.  “  Of  these,  6  were  in  the  Braheld  sub-district  and  the 
“remaining  25  in  the  Hardingstone  sub-district.  Of  the 
4  4  Braheld  cases,  two  lived  at  Denton,  and  both  contracted  the 
“  disease  at  Northampton,  where  they  were  weekly  boarders 
“  in  a  school.  Of  the  others,  three  occurred  at  Yardley  at 
“  different  ' times,  and  one  at  Little  Houghton,  but  in  none 
‘ 4  of  these  could  I  satisfactorily  trace  the  source  of  infection. 

4  4  Of  the  Hardingstone  cases,  one  was  in  a  servant  at  Great 
“  Houghton  and  obviously  contracted  in  the  town.  Two 
* 4  were  at  Milton,  and  probably  brought  in  the  first  place  from 
“  school.  Two  occurred  in  a  farmhouse  at  Rothersthorpe 
‘  ‘  from  which  milk  was  supplied  to  London  ;  the  milk 


"  supply  was  stopped  till  measures  had  been  taken  by 
* '  which  no  milk  was  brought  anywhere  near  the  house. 
‘  ‘  One  case  was  in  another  farm  house  at  Milton  from  which 
"  milk  was  sold,  and  here  again  the  sale  of  milk  was  stopped 
"  till  the  disease  was  at  an  end,  and  disinfection  had  been 
‘  'thoroughly  carried  out.  The  disease  in  this  case  broke  out 
“in  a  child  who  was  on  a  visit  and  had  only  been  staying 
* '  in  the  house  a  few  days  when  the  disease  appeared.  .  . 
"Eight  cases  came  from  the  Far  Cotton  district,  most  of 
"  them  from  the  lock  houses  on  the  Canal,  so  that  they 
4  ‘  may  have  thus  contracted  the  disease  whilst  the  others 
"either  worked  in  the  town  or  had  attended  Far  Cotton 
"  Schools.  .  .  The  remaining  ten  cases  were  from  Wootton.” 

Kettering  Rural.— There  were  35  cases  of  scarlet 
fever.  "  Fifteen  of  these  35  cases  were  notified  in  Burton 
‘ '  Fatimer,  where  the  epidemic  of  the  last  two  years  was 
4  ‘  dying  out  in  the  spring  ;  no  fresh  cases  have  been  notified 
"  since  last  June.”  At  Rushton  “five  cases  occurred  in  two 
"semi-detached  houses.  The  first  case  was  imported  by 
"  a  boy  who  had  been  away  from  home.”  At  Geddington, 
"  a  child  was  discovered  peeling,  which  infected  3  others,” 
and  at  Pj/tchley,  "  four  cases  were  notified  at  considerable 
‘ '  intervals.  .  .  Two  cases  suddenly  appeared  at  Weekley, 
4  4  and  were  isolated  at  home  ;  no  cause  could  be  found, 
"although  extensive  enquiries  were  made,”  while  “single 
"  cases  occurred  at  Cransley,  Broughton,  and  Grafton.” 

Northampton  Rural. — "  Of  these  cases  of  scarlet  fever 
"  10  were  notified  from  Duston,  and  I  think  in  every  case 
4  ‘  we  could  distinctly  trace  them  to  people  who  either  worked 
"  in  the  town  of  Northampton  or  to  children  who  attended 
"  the  town  schools.  Thirteen  cases  were  notified  in  Weston 
'  ‘  Favell  district,”  and  the  first  cases  in  this  district  all  appear 
to  have  been  importations  of  the  disease.  "  The  remaining 
"  10  cases  were  notified  in  the  Kislingbury  district,  and 
‘ '  unfortunately  one  of  these  was  fatal.  Three  of  these 
"  happened  at  Kislingbury  in  one  family,  and  seemed  trace- 
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“  able  to  the  drainage  of  the  house,”  while  the  remaining  cases 
at  Harpole  and  Lower  Heyford  appear  to  have  originated 
with  infection  introduced  from  outside  the  district. 

Oundle  Rural. — At  King’s  Cliffe  ‘  ‘  in  December  a  few 
‘  ‘  more  cases  of  scarlatina  appeared  among  children  attending 
“  the  infant  School,”  and  in  the  villages  of  Ashton  and  Barn¬ 
well  “in  the  autumn  a  few  cases  of  scarlatina  were  seen.  .  . 
“  All  the  suitable  ones  were  removed  to  Hospital  and  some  in 
“  isolated  houses  were  treated  at  home.”  There  was  also  a 
very  severe  outbreak  of  scarlet  fever  at  an  isolated  farm 
house  at  Churchneld. 

Oxendon  Rural. — There  was  ‘  ‘  an  epidemic  of  scarlet 
“  fever  at  Marston  Trussell  which  lasted  from  the  beginning 
“  of  August  to  the  middle  of  November.  The  Council 
accepted  the  kind  offer  of  Mr.  Ewins  of  the  use  of  a  cottage 
“as  an  isolation  hospital  for  the  time,  and  since  the  middle 
“  of  November  no  case  of  scarlet  fever  has  been  notified.” 

Thrapston  Rural. —  “  A  few  cases  of  scarlatina  were 
“  seen  in  the  town  ”  of  Thrapston  “  during  the  year,  but  the 
“  disease  did  not  spread  to  any  extent,”  and  “  a  few  cases 
“of  scarlatina  were  seen”  at  TwywelL  The  latter  were 
chiefly  girls  who  worked  in  a  clothing  factory  at  Wood¬ 
ford. 


Diphtheria  and  Membranous  Croup. — I  regret  very  much 
to  have  to  report  a  greatly  increased  incidence  in  the  County 
of  diphtheria,  a  disease  which  in  recent  years  has  fallen  to 
within  moderate  limits.  It  appears  to  have  occurred  in 
epidemic  form  in  the  Urban  District  of  Rushden,  and  out¬ 
breaks  of  it  in  the  villages  of  Hartwell  and  Silverstone  in  the 
Rural  Districts  of  Potterspury  and  Towcester  respectively 
have  swelled  the  numbers  of  cases  for  those  Districts  to  undue 
proportions.  In  regard  to  many  of  the  isolated  appearances 
of  the  disease,  careful  investigation  brought  serious  local 
insanitary  conditions  to  light  which  seemed  to  have  close 
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causative  connection  with  the  cases,  and  it  cannot  be  too' 
strongly  borne  in  mind  that  the  search  for  such  conditions, 
particularly  in  rural  districts,  should  be  continuous  and 
systematic.  It  is  only  by  the  removal  of  local  insanitary 
conditions  that  there  can  be  any  sense  of  security  against  the 
local  origination  of  cases  of  this  disease,  or  the  facilitating  of 
the  spread  of  infection  from  them.  The  total  number  of 
cases  reported  in  1909  was  153,  with  31  deaths,  as  against  107 
cases  with  26  deaths  in  1908,  87  cases  and  17  deaths  in  1907, 
53  cases  and  11  deaths  in  1906,  6 7  cases  and  14  deaths  in  1905, 
77  cases  and  19  deaths  in  1904,  85  cases  and  17  deaths  in  1903, 
105  cases  and  20  deaths  in  1902,  122  cases  and  39  deaths 
in  1901,  and  172  cases  and  38  deaths  in  1900.  In  the  year 
1909  the  case  incidence  on  the  combined  Urban  population 
was  at  the  rate  of  0.72  per  1,000  of  the  population,  as 
against  0.27  per  1,000  in  1908,  and  on  the  combined  Rural 
population  it  was  0.67  per  1,000  of  the  population,  as  against 
the  same  rate  in  1908.  In  the  combined  Urban  Districts 
during  1909  there  were  74  cases  with  16  deaths,  and  in  the 
combined  Rural  Districts  there  were  79  cases  with  15  deaths. 
The  comparative  severity  of  the  cases  is  shown  by  the  mor¬ 
talities,  which  give  a  death-rate  of  21.62  per  cent,  of  the  cases 
in  the  combined  Urban  Districts,  as  against  28.57  per  cent, 
in  1908  ;  of  18.98  per  cent,  in  the  combined  Rural  Districts, 
as  against  22.78  per  cent,  in  1908  ;  and  of  20.26  per  cent,  in 
the  whole  Administrative  County,  as  against  24.29  per  cent, 
in  1908.  No  cases  of  Diphtheria  or  Membranous  Croup  were 
notified  in  Brackley  Borough,  or  in  the  Finedon,  Irthling- 
borough,  and  Raunds  Urban  Districts,  or  in  the  Crick,  Easton- 
on-the-Hill,  Gretton,  and  Northampton  Rural  Districts. 

The  following  extracts  from  the  Reports  give  the  local 
information  with  regard  to  the  particular  outbreaks  which 
occurred  : — 

Daventry  Borough. — “Only  one  case  was  notified 
“  during  the  year,  and  this  occurred  in  a  member  of  a  large 
“  family  living  at  Drayton.” 
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Desborough  Urban. — *  ‘  One  case  of  Diphtheria  occurred 
‘  *  in  the  district  in  October.  This,  although  of  a  very  serious 
“  type,  had  a  favourable  issue,  owing,  no  doubt,  to  the  use 
“  of  the  anti-toxin  serum.  ...  In  the  case  under  considera- 
“  tion  an  inspection  of  the  premises  revealed  the  fact  that 
“  a  sewer-ventilator  was  in  such  a  position  as  to  permit  of 
“  gaseous  emanations  gaining  access  to  the  bedroom  through 
“  the  open  window.  This  ventilator  was,  on  my  recommen- 
“  dation,  immediately  removed  and  placed  in  a  position 
“  where  it  could  no  longer  prove  a  menace  to  the  health  of 
“  the  inmates  of  the  house.” 

Kettering  Urban. — Ten  cases  of  diphtheria  were 
notified  ;  in  only  one  case  ‘  ‘  was  a  swab  sent  to  the  Clinical 
“  Research  Association,  who  reported  that  the  swab  con- 
‘  ‘  tained  the  Diphtheria  Bacillus.  The  child  in  Gordon 
“Street  may  probably  have  taken  the  disease  from  the 
“  father,  who  had  the  disease  io  months  previously.  Fowls 
'  ‘  were  found  to  be  kept  too  close  to  the  houses  in  three  cases, 
“  and  the  tenants  were  ordered  to  do  away  with  them.  In 
“  three  other  cases  sanitary  defects  were  detected  and  put 
“  right  immediately.  Your  Sanitary  Committee  had  already 
“  inspected  the  premises  in  the  Central  Ward  where  one  of 
“  the  deaths  occurred.  In  the  remaining  cases  it  was  im- 
“  possible  to  trace  the  source  of  infection.” 

Oundle  Urban. — ‘  ‘  In  February  four  cases  were  notified, 
‘  ‘  they  were  all  mild  cases.  In  April  a  very  severe  case  oc- 
‘ '  curred  which  proved  fatal  in  a  few  days.  In  October  another 
‘  ‘  severe  case  occurred  which  proved  fatal  a  month  later  from 
“  paralysis  and  bronchitis.  Of  the  two  fatal  cases,  one  if 
“  not  both  were  imported  into  the  district.” 

Rothwell  Urban. — “  One  case  of  diphtheria  broke  out 
“  in  Gordon  Street  in  March,  which  terminated  fatally.  No 
“  cause  could  be  discovered.” 


Rushden  Urban. — “  Fifty  cases  were  notified,  with 
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“  nine  deaths  (two  under  five).  During  the  Easter  holidays 
“  I  recommended  that  the  Infants’  School,  Newton  Road, 
“  should  be  thoroughly  fumigated,  and  this  was  done  under 
“  the  supervision  of  the  Sanitary  Inspector.” 

Brixworth  Rural. —  “  One  case  was  notified,  as  against 
“  two  for  1908  and  seven  for  1907.  The  case  occurred  in  a 
“  boy  aged  twelve  years  living  at  Hanging  Houghton.  The 
‘  ‘  boy  was  very  seriously  ill  for  a  few  days,  but  ultimately 
“made  a  complete  recovery.” 

Hardingstone  Rural. — There  were  three  cases  of 
diphtheria,  ‘  *  which  all  occurred  in  one  farmhouse  at  Chad- 
“  stone  and  unfortunately  one  of  them  was  fatal.  "It  was 
‘  ‘  difficult  to  account  for  this  outbreak,  as  no  other  case  had 
“  occurred  in  this  neighbourhood  for  very  many  years  ;  but 
“  the  drainage  of  the  house  was  not  in  a  satisfactory  state, 
“  and  it  has  since  been  re-organised.” 

Kettering  Rural. — “Two  cases  were  found  at  the 
“  Cottage  Homes,  Burton  Latimer,  and  were  removed  to 
“  Hospital.  The  drains  were  found  to  be  defective.  .  .  One 

*  ‘  case  was  notified  from  Cransley,  and  verified  by  Clinical 
“  Research.  Here  the  drains,  on  being  smoke  tested,  leaked 
“  seriously  and  had  to  be  relaid.  .  .  A  single  case  appeared 
“  at  Corby,  and  proved  fatal  at  once.  ...  A  singly  case 
“  occurred  at  Weekley  in  a  cottage  next  to  where  the  two 
‘  ‘  cases  of  scarlet  fever  suddenly  and  unaccountably  appeared. 
‘  ‘ .  A  single  case  occurred  at  Cottingham,  where  the  privy 
“required  cleaning.” 

Middleton  Cheney  Rural. — There  were  “two  cases 
“of  diphtheria  at  Aston-le- Walls,  both  resulting  in  death. 

*  ‘  After  these  cases  occurred  steps  were  taken  to  rectify  the 
“  public  water  supply  and  the  drainage  in  this  village.” 

Oundle  Rural. — At  King’s  Cliffe  “  a  mild  case  of 
“  diphtheria  was  seen  in  the  beginning  of  the  year,”  and  “  an 
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‘  ‘  isolated  good  class  of  farm  house  at  Churchfield  has  been 
‘  ‘  a  source  of  trouble  for  several  years.  Three  successive 
‘  ‘  families  have  suffered  from  diphtheria.  This  year  again 
“there  was  an  outbreak  of  diphtheria  in  March.  .  .  The 
‘  ‘  drains  were  again  all  taken  up  and  relaid  on  an  improved 
“plan.  Special  search  was  made  all  over  the  house,  and 
1  ‘  permission  was  given  to  see  if  any  old  cesspit  or  drain  had 
‘ ‘  been  overlooked,  but  nothing  was  found.  The  water  from 
“  the  well  was  analysed  and  found  good.” 

Potterspury  Rural. — In  regard  to  notified  cases  of 
infectious  diseases,  “  eighteen  of  these  were  diphtheria,  six 
*  *  at  Paulerspury  early  in  the  year,  and  twelve  at  Hartwell, 
‘  ‘  one  of  which  terminated  fatally  ;  the  latter  outbreak  was 
“  attributed  by  the  medical  man  who  notified  the  cases  to 
“  the  insanitary  condition  of  the  school  closets.” 

Thrapston  Rural. — ‘  ‘  Two  cases  of  diphtheria  were  seen 
‘  ‘  at  Aldwinckle  in  some  low-class  cottages,  in  what  is  known 
“  as  Aldwinckle  Field  ;  one  patient  died,  and  the  other  was 
‘  ‘  removed  to  Hospital.  An  open  ditch  conveying  a  quantity 
‘ ‘  of  sewage  from  a  part  of  the  village  ran  close  to  these  houses. 
* 1  This  has  been  altered  and  a  new  pipe  sewer  laid  down.  .  . 
“  I  regret  to  say  that  there  were  several  cases  of  diphtheria 
“  at  Ringstead  which  naturally  caused  a  good  deal  of  alarm 
“  in  the  village.  There  were  5  in  May,  one  in  July,  and  one 
“  in  December.  Two  of  these  proved  fatal.” 

Enteric  Fever. — In  contradistinction  to  mv  remarks 

xJ 

under  the  heading  of  diphtheria  and  membranous  croup,  it 
is  particularly  pleasing  to  record  the  progressive  and  con¬ 
tinuous  diminution  in  the  rate  of  enteric  fever  incidence  in 
the  County.  This  disease  is  so  largely  associated  with  im¬ 
purity  of  water  supply,  particularly  where  local  shallow  wells 
are  depended  on,  that  the  advances  which  have  been  made 
in  the  improvement  of  such  supplies  may  be  accounted  as 
having  had  their  influence  in  producing  the  satisfactory 
returns  in  respect  of  enteric  fever  for  the  year  1909.  Most 
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of  the  outbreaks,  which  did  occur  during  the  year,  were  trace¬ 
able  to  polluted  local  well-waters,  and  a  particularly  interest¬ 
ing  outbreak  of  the  kind  was  carefully  investigated  by  the 
Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  the  Kettering  Rural  District. 

• 

The  Boroughs  of  Brackley,  Daventry,  and  Higham  Ferrers 
with  the  Desborough,  Finedon,  and  Rothwell  Urban  Dis¬ 
tricts,  and  the  Brackley,  Brixworth,  Crick,  Daventry,  Easton- 
on-the-Hill,  Gretton,  Hardingstone,  Middleton  Cheney, 
Northampton,  Oundle,  and  Oxendon  Rural  Districts  were 
all  free  from  this  disease  in  1909.  These  represent  the  largest 
number  of  Districts  showing  freedom  from  enteric  fever  that 
I  have  been  able  ever  before  to  record.  The  total  number 
of  cases  during  1909  amounted  to  24  in  the  Combined  Urban 
Districts,  and  to  22  in  the  Combined  Rural  Districts,  or  46 
in  all,  (the  smallest  number  notified  during  the  past  13  years) 
as  against  59  cases  in  1908,  77  cases  in  1907,  99  cases  in  1906, 
90  cases  in  1905,  132  cases  in  1904,  102  cases  in  1903,  121 
cases  in  1902,  276  cases  in  1901,  and  141  cases  in  1900.  The 
total  number  of  deaths  from  the  disease  was  8,  as  against  9 
in  1908.  Of  these  deaths,  there  were  4,  or  16.66  per  cent, 
of  the  urban  cases,  and  4,  or  18.13  per  cent,  of  the  rural  cases. 
The  combined  death-rate  for  the  Administrative  County 
was  17.39  per  cent,  of  the  total  cases,  as  against  15.25  per  cent, 
in  the  year  1908.  The  following  references  to  this  disease 
are  to  be  found  in  the  Annual  Reports  of  the  District  Medical 
Officers  of  Health  : — 

Desborough  Urban. — “  In  view  of  the  fact  that  this 
‘  ‘  district  has  been  very  liable  to  outbreaks  of  enteric  fever, 

‘  ‘  your  officers  were  particularly  anxious  to  prevent  if  possible 
'  ‘  the  recurrence  of  this  disease.  Happily  no  case  was 
‘ *  notified.” 

Irthlingborough  Urban. — “Two  cases  occurred  in 
“  June,  one  in  High-street,  and  the  other  in  College-street, 

*  ‘  but  in  neither  case  could  a  satisfactory  explanation  be  given 
“  as  to  the  cause.  In  the  former  case,  the  water  from  a  well 
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“  adjoining  the  property  was  found,  on  analysis,  to  be  pure, 
‘  ‘  although,  like  most  surface  wells,  it  is  no  doubt  liable  to 
“intermittent  contamination.  The  house  in  which  the 
‘  ‘  other  case  occurred  was  supplied  by  town  water.  The 
‘  ‘  third  case,  next  door  to  the  first  one  in  High-street,  came 
“  under  my  notice  in  December,  but  the  child  had  been  ill 
1  (  for  six  weeks  or  two  months,  and  had  been  attending 
‘  ‘  school  regularly  during  that  time,  although  suffering  from 
' 4  diarrhoea.  Had  the  sanitary  arrangements  at  the  school 
“  and  at  home  not  been  satisfactory,  there  is  no  doubt  that 
“  a  good  many  cases  would  have  occurred.” 

Kettering  Urban. — Eleven  cases  of  enteric  fever  were 
notified.  In  five  of  these  cases,  “  the  patients  had  been 
“  drinking  well  water.  In  every  case  a  sample  of  this  well 
‘  *  water  was  sent  to  the  Clinical  Research  Association,  and 
‘  ‘  the  reports  were  unfavourable.  The  wells  were  closed 
“  and  the  Council  water  laid  on.  One  case  was  that  of  a 
‘ (  Nurse  in  the  Isolation  Hospital  and  no  doubt  the  result  of 

*  ‘  personal  infection.  The  last  case  seemed  to  point  to  the 
‘  ‘  food  supply,  and  from  this  patient  a  specimen  of  blood  was 
‘  ‘  sent  to  the  Clinical  Research  Association  which  confirmed 
“the  diagnosis  of  the  medical  man  in  attendance.  Early 
“in  September  I  received  a  letter  from  a  Medical  Officer 
* 1  of  Health  in  another  county  stating  that  a  child  in  his 
“  town  was  suffering  from  enteric  fever,  and  that  this 
“  child  had  been  staying  with  some  friends  in  Green 

*  ‘  Lane  for  some  weeks.  There  was  not  another  case 
‘  ‘  of  enteric  fever  in  his  district,  and  he  asked  if  I  could 
'  *  help  him  in  any  way.  The  next  day  a  case  was 
“notified  from  Green  Lane  and  it  was  found  that  in 
“  both  cases  they  had  been  drinking  the  same  well  water. 
“For  some  years  past  cases  of  enteric  fever  have  been  cropping 
“up  in  this  neighbourhood,  and  your  officers  have  made  a 
“  thorough  examination  of  the  sanitary  arrangements  of 
“  the  houses,  and  samples  of  water  have  been  sent  for  ex- 

*  ‘  amination  from  several  of  the  wells  in  this  neighbourhood 
“  and  all  have  been  found  to  be  contaminated,  one  of  the 
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“  lower  wells  especially  was  grossly  polluted.  In  every  case 
“  the  owners  were  seen,  and  it  is  gratifying  to  record  the 
“  fact  that  they  gave  orders  for  the  different  wells  to  be 
“  closed  and  the  Council  water  to  be  laid  on.  .  .  Orders  were 
‘  ‘  given  that  parts  of  the  sewer  between  Green  Lane  and 
“  Queen  Street  should  be  laid  open  for  inspection.  On  this 
‘  ‘  being  done  certain  defects  were  discovered.  Having  regard 
‘  ‘  to  the  fact  that  this  sewer  was  laid  close  on  50  years  ago  it 
“  was  decided  to  relay  the  whole  of  it.  I  trust  most  sincerely 
“  that  this  very  important  improvement  will  have  the  effect 
“  of  banishing  enteric  fever  from  this  neighbourhood.” 

Oundle  Urban. — “An  imported  case  occurred  here, 
“  Kettering  being  the  source  of  infection.” 

Raunds  Urban. — “  The  five  cases  of  enteric  fever  were 
‘  ‘  traced  to  a  polluted  well  in  the  outskirts  of  the  town,  and 
‘  ‘  no  other  cases  were  notified  during  the  year.  The  well 
‘  ‘  was  soon  closed  up,  and  the  new  water  supply  laid  on  to 
“  the  infected  houses  and  those  not  infected  in  the  same 
“  district.  One  death  occurred,  an  old  gentleman  whose 
“  death  was  due  to  enteric  fever  and  old  age.” 

♦ 

Wellingborough  Urban. — “There  were  three  cases 
“  of  Typhoid  fever  or  enteric  notified,  all  were  imported.” 

Kettering  Rural. — “  On  July  20th  a  case  of  enteric 
“  fever  was  notified  at  Geddington  ;  nothing  on  the  premises 
“  could  be  found  likely  to  account  for  it.  On  July  21st,  case 
‘  ‘  2  was  notified  at  Storefield  Cottages,  in  the  parish  of  Newton, 
“  about  two  miles  away  from  case  1.  No  defect  of  sanitation 
‘  ‘  could  be  found  here.  It  was  noticed  however,  that  case  1 
“  worked  at  the  ironstone  pits  close  to  case  2,  and  that  they 
‘  ‘  had  played  cricket  together  in  a  field  near  by,  and  both  had 
“  drunk  some  water  from  a  pump  behind  two  cottages.  .  . 
“  Meanwhile,  three  more  cases  (3,  4,  and  5)  were  notified  on 
“  July  26th  at  these  two  cottages  above  mentioned,  close  to 
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“  the  pump.  On  July  26th  a  sixth  case  was  notified  at  a 
‘  ‘  Keeper’s  Lodge  about  300  yards  away  ;  this  boy  had  also 
‘  ‘  played  cricket  with  cases  1  and  2,  and  had  also  drunk  water 
‘  ‘  out  of  the  pump.  A  report  of  analysis  of  this  pump  water 
‘  ‘  now  arrived  from  the  Clinical  Research  Association,  proving 
‘  ‘  recent  contamination  of  the  well.  The  pump,  previously 
“  condemned  on  suspicion,  was  now  closed  and  the  well 
“  filled  in.  Meanwhile  case  7  was  notified  on  August  7th 
*  ‘  who  had  also  drunk  this  water,  and  was  in  the  same  house 
“  as  case  2.  All  these  cases  were  removed  to  Hospital. 

‘  ‘  Pure  water  was  fetched  from  a  distance  to  these  cottages 
“  and  the  epidemic  ceased  here,  but  on  August  17th  two 
‘  ‘  more  cases  were  discovered  at  Geddington  in  the  house 
‘  ‘  where  case  1  had  been  ill  previous  to  his  removal  to  the 
‘ f  Hospital.  This  case  I  had  no  doubt  infected  the  privy 
‘  *  here,  and,  although  disinfectants  were  used  at  the  time, 
‘  ‘  there  is  little  doubt  that  flies  infected  the  milk  supply  and 
“  pantry  in  the  house.  These  two  cases  were  removed  to 
“  Hospital,  the  privy  was  limed,  then  filled  up,  and  pail 
“  closet  substituted.  By  these  means  a  serious  epidemic 
“  in  a  populous  village  was  averted.” 

Puerperal  Fever. — The  total  number  of  cases  of  this 
disease  in  the  Administrative  County  was  5  with  1  death, 
as  against  8  cases  with  5  deaths  in  the  year  1908,  7  cases 
with  2  deaths  in  1907,  10  cases  with  2  deaths  in  1906,  13  cases 
with  8  deaths  in  1905,  15  cases  with  9  deaths  in  1904,  and  7 
cases  with  3  deaths  in  1903.  The  number  of  cases  and  deaths 
in  1909  were  both  less  therefore,  than  in  any  one  of  the  pre¬ 
ceding  six  years.  Two  of  the  cases  of  Puerperal  fever  occurred 
in  the  practice  of  the  Certified  Midwives  or  at  the  rate  of 
1. 1 1  per  1,000  of  the  births  attended  by  them,  but  in  neither 
case  did  any  blame  attach  to  a  midwife. 

Kettering  Urban. — “  Only  one  notification  of  this 
‘  ‘  disease  in  a  town  of  the  size  of  Kettering,  where  there  have 
“  been  actually  706  births,  not  taking  into  account  still- 
‘  ‘  births,  is  most  satisfactory.  This  case  was  attended  by 
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“  a  medical  man.  There  are  13  midwives  on  the  register  for 
“  1909  belonging  to  Kettering,  all  of  whom  carry  out  the 
“  regulations  laid  down  by  the  Central  Midwives  Board. 
“They  are  frequently  inspected  by  Miss  Kingham,  the  In¬ 
spector  of  midwives  for  the  County,  and  I  know  she  is 
‘  ‘  most  anxious  they  should  perform  their  duties  satis- 
“  fact  only.”  <, 

Daventry  Rural. — ‘  ‘  One  case  of  puerperal  fever 
“  occurred  in  Ashby  St.  Ledgers,  and  proved  fatal.” 

Erysipelas. — There  were  in  all  182  cases  notified  in  the 
Administrative  County  during  1909  with  7  deaths — all 
over  5  years  of  age — as  against  149  cases  with  3  deaths 
in  1908,  123  cases  and  5  deaths,  in  1907,  167  cases  and  4 
deaths  in  1906,  215  cases  and  10  deaths  in  1905,  247  cases 
and  6  deaths  in  1904,  209  cases  and  4  deaths  in  1903,  187  cases 
and  6  deaths  in  1902,  146  cases  and  5  deaths  in  1901,  and 
165  cases  and  4  deaths  in  1900.  In  the  Combined  Urban 
Districts  there  were  94  cases  and  4  deaths,  and  in  the  Com¬ 
bined  Rural  Districts  88  cases  and  3  deaths.  The  percentage 
case-mortality,  therefore  for  the  Combined  Urban  Districts 
was  4.25  as  against  4.34  in  1908,  and  for  the  Combined  Rural 
Districts  3.40,  as  against  0.00  in  1908.  For  the  whole  of  the 
Administrative  County  the  mortality  was  3.84  per  cent,  of  the 
cases,  as  against  2.01  per  cent,  in  1908,  4.06  in  1907,  2.39  in 
1906,  4.6  in  1905,  2.4  in  1904,  1.91  in  1903,  and  3.2  in  1902. 
It  is  to  be  regretted  that  there  should  have  been  an  increased 
number  of  notified  cases  of  erysipelas  during  the  year,  and 
that  the  rate  of  mortality  ascribed  to  the  disease  should 
have  been  so  high.  In  this  connection,  I  associate  myself 
with  the  remarks  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  the 
Kettering  Urban  District  as  to  the  control  of  the  disease  ;  but 
I  must  add  that  I  think  the  greatest  care  should  be  exercised 
in  deciding  on  the  notification  of  a  case  as  erysipelas. 

Desborough  Urban. — “There  was  only  one  case  of 
“  Erysipelas  notified,  which  was  of  a  very  virulent  character. 
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“  but  it  happily  terminated  in  recovery.  Of  the  notifiable 
“  diseases  erysipelas  is  one  which  is  very  rarely  met  with  in 
“  this  district.” 

Kettering  Urban. — There  were  33  cases  notified. 
“  Although  no  deaths  have  occurred  from  this  disease  it  is 
‘  ‘  to  be  regretted  that  our  efforts  to  control  erysipelas  do  not 
“seem  to  have  much  effect.  For  the  information  of  the 
“  Council  I  may  state  that  the  same  precautions  are  taken 
‘  ‘  by  your  officers  in  this  disease  as  in  the  case  of  other  notifi- 
“  able  diseases.  The  only  benefit  appears  to  accrue  from 
“  well-defined  cases,  when  it  is  important  that  doctors  and 
“  midwives  should  be  careful  when  attending  confinements.” 


Measles. — The  mortality  from  measles  in  the  year  1909 
is  shown  in  two  Urban  and  eight  Rural  Districts,  while  in 
1908  such  mortality  was  recorded  as  having  occurred  in  only 
one  District  of  the  County,  namely,  the  Kettering  Urban. 
There  were  30  deaths  in  all,  as  against  10  in  1908,  31  in  1907, 
26  in  1906,  21  in  1905,  24  in  1904,  30  in  1903,  19  in  1902,  and 
32  in  1901.  It  will  be  seen,  therefore,  that  the  number  of 
deaths  for  1909  was  above  the  average  of  24  for  the  eight 
preceding  years.  Of  the  total  deaths  in  1909,  22  were  of 
children  under  five  years  of  age.  From  the  reports  of  the 
Medical  Officers  of  Health,  the  disease  was  sharply  epidemic 
in  several  places,  notably  in  Rural  Districts  which  had  four 
times  the  mortality  that  was  shown  by  the  Urban  Districts. 
As  usual  the  greatest  amount  of  mortality  was  among  infants 
under  five  years  of  age,  and  I  can  only  repeat  my  oft-stated 
warnings  that  warmth,  and  protection  from  the  risks  of 
catching  cold,  are  the  principal  measures  for  preventing  fatal 
results  to  the  sufferers  from  the  disease.  The  inclemency  of 
the  seasons  in  1909  no  doubt  made  it  difficult  to  carry  out 
those  measures  in  the  ordinary  circumstances  of  cottage-life, 
but  the  teaching  which  is  taking  place  in  the  County,  as  to 
the  preservation  of  infant  life,  may  be  hoped  to  produce  bettet 
results  in  the  combatting  of  measles  in  the  future. 
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Kettering  Urban. — “The  town  was  practically  free 
“  of  measles  until  the  middle  of  November,  when  cases 
‘  ‘  began  to  appear  in  the  Infant  School  at  Rockingham 
“  Road,  but  so  far  no  epidemic  has  resulted. ” 

Wellingborough  Urban. — “There  were  five  deaths 
“  from  measles,  four  under  five  years  of  age  and  one  under 
“  fifteen  ;  one  death  occurred  in  August  and  two  in  November 
“  from  complications.  The  posting  of  notices  throughout 
“  the  town  had,  I  believe,  a  beneficial  effect  as  a  caution 
“  and  advice  as  to  treatment  of  cases.” 

Brixworth  Rural. — “  There  was  an  extensive  epidemic 
“  of  measles  at  Hannington  in  October  and  November,  and 
‘  ‘  at  Church  andChapel  Brampton  in  November  and  December. 
‘  ‘  There  were  also  a  few  cases  at  Scaldwell,  Creaton,  and 
“  Thornby.” 

Daventry  Rural. — “Measles  were  rather  prevalent 
‘  ‘  in  the  district  during  the  year  ;  outbreaks  occurred  in 
“  Weedon,  Flore,  Norton,  Farthingstone,  and  West  Haddon, 
‘  ‘  but  they  must  all  have  been  of.  a  mild  type  as  only  one  case 
“  proved  fatal  in  Norton.” 

Hardingstone  Rural. — “There  were  two  outbreaks 
“  of  measles  during  the  year — one  at  Hardingstone  and  one 
“  at  Hackleton — with,  unfortunately,  two  fatal  cases.” 

Kettering  Rural. — “  A  very  severe  epidemic  appeared 
‘  ‘  at  Corby,  resulting  in  8  deaths.  .  .  Weldon,  a  village 
“  one-and-a-half  miles  distant,  was  also  visited  by  a  severe 
“  form  of  measles,  and  2  deaths  occurred  here.” 

Northampton  Rural.— “  There  was  one  death  reported 
“  from  measles  in  the  Kislingbury  district,  but  considering 
‘  ‘  that  this  malady  was  exceedingly  prevalent  in  Northampton 
‘  ‘  we  have  been  singularly  free  from  it  in  our  district  ;  I 
“  have  heard  of  very  few  cases.” 
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Whooping  Cough. — As  against  the  large  increase  in 
mortality  from  measles,  I  am  pleased  to  be  able  to  record  a 
considerable  reduction  in  mortality  from  the  chief  other 
infectious  ailment  of  infancy — whooping  cough — as  against 
that  for  the  year  1908.  The  total  number  of  deaths  in  1909 
amounted  only  to  8,  as  against  75  in  1908,  19  in  1907,  16  in 
1906,  65  in  1905,  40  in  1904  and  1903  respectively,  64  in  1902, 
29  in  1901,  and  46  in  1900.  In  regard  to  the  deaths  for  the 
year  1909,  4  occurred  in  the  Combined  Urban  Districts,  and 
4  in  the  Combined  Rural  Districts,  all  of  which  were  of 
children  under  5  years  of  age.  The  disease  was  prevalent 
in  very  few  of  the  Districts  of  the  County,  and  in  no  outbreak 
does  there  appear  to  have  been  an  exceptional  mortality. 

Desborough  Urban. — “  There  was  no  epidemic  of 
“  whooping  cough  during  the  year.  The  only  cases  which 
“  occurred  were  those  in  one  household,  the  disease  having 
“  been  contracted  at  the  seaside  during  the  summer.” 

Wellingborough  Urban.— “  There  was  one  death 
“  from  whooping  cough  in  December.  It  was  very  prevalent 
“  in  the  spring.” 

Brixworth  Rural. — “  There  was  very  little  whooping 
“  cough  in  the  district,  in  contrast  to  1908,  when  there  were 
“  extensive  epidemics  at  Moulton,  Brixworth,  and  Thornby.” 

Daventry  Rural. — “  An  outbreak  of  whooping  cough 
“  occurred  in  Braunston,  one  case  proving  fatal.” 

Chicken  Pox. — Although  there  were  no  deaths  recorded 
as  due  to  this  disease  during  the  year,  its  presence  was  noticed 
in  a  few  districts,  but  in  no  instance  in  epidemic  form.  It 
may  be  mentioned  that  the  disease  is  notifiable  only  in  the 
Hardingstone  Rural  District. 

Daventry  Borough. — “  On  15th  April  I  met  with  one 
‘  ‘  case,  and  a  few  more  were  to  be  met  with  up  to  the  end  of 
“  May.” 
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Desborough  Urban. — ‘  ‘  Cases  of  Chicken  Pox  of  a 
‘‘mild  type  came  under  observation  during  the  autumn, 
‘  ‘  but  as  this  disease  is  not  notifiable  there  were  no  means  of 
“  ascertaining  the  number.” 

1 

Finedon  Urban. — “A  few  cases  of  mild  chicken-pox 
“  occurred  during  the  year.” 

/ 

Hardingstone  Rural. — “The  eight  cases  of  chicken- 
‘  ‘  pox  were  all  notified  from  Hardingstone,  with  one  ex- 
‘  ‘  ception.” 

Diarrhoea. — The  coolness  of  the  summer  months  accounts 
in  large  measure  for  the  smallness  of  the  number  of  deaths 
from  diarrhoea  which  occurred.  There  were  only  twelve 
deaths  recorded  for  the  Administrative  County  during  1909, 
as  against  17  deaths  in  1908,  and  27  deaths  in  1907.  They 
were  distributed  as  follows  : — Combined  Urban  Districts  8, 
and  Combined  Rural  Districts  4.  Of  these  deaths,  all  of  the 
Urban  and  2  of  the  Rural  were  of  children  under  five  years 
of  age. 

Influenza. — Epidemic  influenza  was  seriously  prevalent 
during  the  year  in  more  than  one  District  of  the  County,  and 
is  spoken  of  in  some  places  as  having  caused  serious  drains 
upon  the  resources  of  benefit  societies.  It  occasioned  in  all 
57  deaths  during  the  year,  as  against  49  deaths  in  1908,  36 
deaths  in  1907,  20  deaths  in  1906,  21  deaths  in  1905,  24  deaths 
in  1904,  and  35  deaths  in  1903.  All  the  deaths  in  1909  were 
of  persons  above  five  years  of  age.  Of  the  total  deaths,  17 
occurred  in  the  Combined  Urban  Districts,  as  against  21  in 
1908,  and  40  occurred  in  the  Combined  Rural  Districts,  as 
against  28  in  1908.  The  following  references  give  evidence 
of  the  severity  of  the  disease  in  certain  localities. 

Daventry  Borough. — ‘  ‘  This  disease  was  very  prevalent 
“  in  February  and  March,  much  more  so  than  for  many  years 
‘  ‘  past.  Only  two  Urban  deaths,  however,  were  certified  as 
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‘  ‘  being  due  to  it,  though  it  is  worthy  of  note  that  during 
“  March,  when  the  epidemic  had  reached  its  height,  14  deaths 
“  occurred,  an  unusually  high  number  for  one  month,  so  it 
“  is  highly  probable  that  the  disease  may  have  indirectly 
“caused  some  more  of  the  deaths.  At  the  workhouse  it 
“  played  havoc  with  the  older  inmates,  and  occasioned 
“  directly  or  indirectly  8  deaths.” 

Desborough  Urban. — “  Influenza  was  the  primary 
‘  ‘  cause  of  four  deaths.  This  disease,  which  had  been  more 
“  or  less  in  evidence  up  to  the  middle  of  October,  assumed 
‘  ‘  from  that  time  to  the  end  of  the  year  a  far  more  epidemic 
‘  ‘  character  than  on  any  of  its  previous  visitations  within  my 
‘  ‘  experience  ;  and  this  opinion  was  confirmed  to  some  extent 
“  by  the  abnormal  drain  upon  the  finances  of  several  sick 
“  benefit  societies  in  the  district.  In  very  many  cases 
“  cerebral  and  spinal  irritation  were  marked,  and  convales- 
“  cence  was  long  and  tedious.” 

Finedon  Urban. — “  During  the  early  part  of  the  year 
“  there  was  a  good  deal  of  sickness  amongst  the  people, 
‘  ‘  influenza  being  the  cause.  I  am  glad  to  say  no  death  was 
“  attributed  to  this  disease,  though  its  effect  on  the  various 
“  sick  benefit  clubs  in  the  town  was  disastrous.” 

Rothwell  Urban. — “  Influenza  was  very  prevalent 
“  during  the  early  part  of  the  year,  and  again  towards  its 
‘  ‘  close,  but  most  of  the  cases  were  of  a  mild  form  and  speedily 
‘  ‘  recovered  ;  in  two  or  three  cases  pneumonia  intervened 
“  with  a  fatal  result.” 

Hardingstone  Rural. — “There  was  one  death  from 
‘  ‘  epidemic  influenza  ;  but  few  cases  of  this  latter  complaint 
‘  ‘  have  been  prevalent  till  December,  when  its  seems  to  have 
“  re-appeared.” 

Northampton  Rural. — There  was  one  death  from 
influenza  in  the  district  ;  but  the  “  malady  seems  to  have 
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“  been  very  prevalent  at  Berry  Wood  Asylum,  no  less  than 
“  seven  deaths  being  attributed  to  it.” 

Schools. 

It  will  be  seen  from  the  references  to  the  public  ele¬ 
mentary  schools  that  considerable  attention  has  been  paid 
to  their  condition  by  the  District  Medical  Officers  of  Health, 
and  it  seems  undoubted  that  they  have  exercised  discretion 
in  matters  relating  to  the  closure  of  schools.  On  this  latter 
subject  a  joint  memorandum  was  issued,  in  the  year  1909, 
by  the  Chief  Medical  Officers  of  the  Local  Government  Board 
and  the  Board  of  Education.  This  Memorandum  is  intended 
for  the  guidance  of  Medical  Officers  of  Health  and  School 
Medical  Officers,  in  respect  of  Public  Health  Administration 
for  the  prevention  of  the  spread  of  infectious  diseases  occurring 
among  children  attending  public  elementary  schools,  and  is 
a  revised  and  enlarged  edition  of  the  Memorandum  on  the 
same  subject  which  was  last  issued  by  the  Local  Government 
Board  in  January,  1908.  Valuable  as  is  this  Joint  Memoran¬ 
dum,  it  is  open  to  question  whether  it  does  not  make  for 
confusion,  and  some  inconsistency,  in  the  dual  power  given  for 
the  closure  of  schools  by  Medical  Officers  of  Health  and  School 
Medical  Officers.  I  have  referred  to  this  matter,  however, 
in  my  report  to  the  Education  Committee  on  the  Medical 
Inspection  of  children  in  the  public  elementary  schools,  and 
I  do  not  doubt  that  an  amicable  working  arrangement  between 
the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  and  the  School  Medical  Officer 
will  be  arrived  at,  which  shall  not  clash  with  the  public 
health  supervision  of  his  District  by  the  first-named  officer. 
It  is  essential  that  there  should  be  no  conflict  with  operations 
under  public  health  enactments. 

Brackley  Borough. — “  On  account  of  the  prevalence 
“  of  ringworm,  I  myself  inspected  every  child  attending 
‘  ‘  school,  and  was  able  to  detect  and  isolate  the  cases  of 
“  ringworm.  I  found  that  a  large  number  of  the  girls  were 
‘  ‘  suffering  from  pediculosis  of  the  head  ;  the  parents  wrere 
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‘  ‘  notified  of  this  in  every  case,  but  I  am  unable  to  say  what 
“  results  followed.” 

Desborougii  Urban. — ‘  ‘  As  the  result  of  visits  paid  to  the 
“  Non-pro vided  and  Council  Schools,  the  yard  in  connection 
‘  ‘  with  the  former  was  found  to  be  untidy,  and  the  walls  of 
“  the  schoolrooms  in  need  of  cleaning.  These  matters  were 
‘  ‘  brought  to  the  notice  of  the  authorities  concerned  and  in 
* ‘  due  course  remedied.  In  all  other  respects  both  schools 
“  appeared  to  be  satisfactory.” 

Finedon  Urban. — Comment  is  made  on  the  difficulties 
of  parents  in  obtaining  special  treatment  for  defective 
vision  and  enlarged  tonsils  and  adenoids  following  the 
notification  of  such  cases  as  the  result  of  the  Medical 
Inspection  of  School  Children.  It  is  also  reported  that 
there  were  “  a  large  number  of  cases  of  ringworm  occurring 
“  amongst  the  children.  Steps  are  taken  to  exclude  all 
‘  ‘  known  cases  from  the  Schools  until  cured.  The  treatment 
‘  ‘  by  X-Rays  is  unfortunately  not  within  the  reach  of  the 
“  majority  of  the  sufferers.  This  treatment  is  really  the 
“  quickest  and  most  sure  cure.” 

Irthlingborough  Urban. — Difficulties  as  to  treat¬ 
ment  of  medically  inspected  children  are  referred  to  ;  but 
‘  ‘  the  schools  are  kept  in  a  most  cleanly  state  and  the  sanitary 
“  arrangements  are  excellent.” 

Kettering  Urban. — The  Medical  inspection  of  school 
children  is  carried  out  under  the  Kettering  Education 
Committee,  and  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  is  also 
School  Medical  Officer.  It  is  said  that  ‘  ‘  during  1909  it 
‘  ‘  has  not  been  necessary  to  recommend  the  closure  of  any  of 
i  ‘  the  schools,  although  towards  the  end  of  the  year  Church 
“  Walk  Infants,  Hawthorn  Road  Infants,  and  Rockingham 
Road  Infants  had  their  attendance  reduced  almost  to  50 
‘  ‘  per  cent,  owing  to  the  prevalence  of  chicken-pox,  measles, 
‘  ‘  and  colds.  .  .  As  in  former  years  all  your  schools  have 
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“  been  thoroughly  disinfected  by  the  Sanitary  Authority 
“during  the  Easter,  Summer  and  Christmas  holidays.” 

Raunds  Urban. — “The  Public  Schools  in  the  District 
“  are  still  in  a  very  satisfactory  condition  as  regards  sanita- 
“  tion,  and  no  closure  on  account  of  infectious  disease  was 
“  necessary  during  the  year.  The  new  water  supply  has  not 
“  as  yet  been  laid  on  to  any  of  the  two  schools,  but  as  addi- 
‘  ‘  tional  accommodation  is  now  necessary  the  new  water  supply 
‘  ‘  will  be  laid  on  as  soon  as  the  new  structural  arrangements 
“  or  alterations  are  begun,  and  I  have  every  reason  to  hope 
“  that  may  be  at  no  distant  date.” 

Brackley  Rural. — “The  sanitary  condition  of  the 
“  Public  Elementary  Schools  is  satisfactory,  as  is  their 
“  water  supply.” 

Brixworth  Rural. — “  These  have  been  visited  by  the 
“  Inspector  and  a  monthly  report  made  to  the  Council  on 
“  the  state  of  the  closets  and  urinals.  .  .  The  schools  were 
“  closed  at  Moulton  for  three  weeks,  and  at  Holdenby  for 
“  io  days  ”  on  account  of  scarlet  fever,  and  “  at  Hannington 
“  for  a  month,  Brampton  6  weeks,  and  at  Creaton  and 
“  Thornby  for  14  days  ”  on  account  of  measles. 

Crick  Rural. — “  The  district  has  been  free  from  any 
“  epidemic  of  infectious  disease  amongst  school  children 
“  during  the  year.  .  .  An  addition  has  been  made  to  Barby 
“  and  Yelvertoft  schools.” 

Daventry  Rural. — “  I  had  for  various  periods  to 
“  advise  that  the  schools  at  Farthingstone,  Flore,  Norton, 
“  Weedon,  and  West  Haddon  be  closed  for  outbreaks  of 
“  measles  ;  the  school  at  Watford  for  an  outbreak  of  scarlet 
‘  ‘  fever  ;  the  school  at  Braunston  for  an  outbreak  of  whoop- 
“  ing  cough,  and  also  for  an  outbreak  of  influenza.” 

Hardingstone  Rural. — In  regard  to  the  outbreaks 
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of  measles  at  Hardingstone  and  Hackleton,  “  I  was  in  each 
‘  ‘  case  strongly  pressed  to  close  these  schools  ;  but  as  the 
“  Memorandum  on  this  question  from  the  Local  Government 
‘  ‘  Board  had  just  reached  me,  I  did  not  see  how  I  could  do 
“it.  In  the  case  of  the  Hardingstone  School  only  two  or  three 
“  children  were  left  in  the  Infant  Department,  so  that  prac- 
‘  ‘  tically  that  had  closed  itself.  I  believe,  however,  that  one 
‘  ‘  or  both  of  these  schools  were  afterwards  closed  by  the 
‘  ‘  School  Medical  Officer.  In  my  opinion,  it  is  a  great  mistake 
‘  ‘  that  this  dual  control  should  now  be  introduced,  and  it  will 
“  not  tend  to  uniform  working  and  efficiency.’ ’ 

Middleton  Cheney  Rural. — “  There  was  also  a  slight 
“  epidemic  of  German  measles  in  Chipping  Warden,  which 
“  necessitated  the  closing  of  the  school  for  a  short  period.” 

Northampton  Rural. — On  account  of  the  outbreak 
of  scarlet  fever,  “  the  schools  at  Lower  Heyford  were  closed 
“  from  August  12th  till  after  holidays.” 

Oxendon  Rural. — ‘  ‘  School  closure  was  found  necessary 
“on  two  occasions,  viz.,  at  Wilbarston  and  Clipston,  on 
“  account  of  measles.” 

Potterspury  Rural. — “  No  complaints  about  the 
‘  *  sanitary  condition  of  any  schools  in  the  district  have  been 
‘  ‘  received,  with  the  exception  of  Hartwell.  This  school  had 
‘  ‘  to  be  closed  in  October  for  diphtheria,  and  at  the  time  of 
“  writing  has  again  to  be  closed  for  the  same  cause.  The 
‘  *  closets  very  soon  become  foul,  and  parents  of  children 
“complain  that  they  are  too  bad  for  use.  The  managers 
“  have  received  instructions  to  alter  the  present  system,  but 
“  have  not  yet  done  so.  Potterspury  school  had  to  be  closed 
“  in  September  for  measles,  and  Paulerspury  in  October  for 
“  the  same  cause.” 

Thrapston  Rural. — At  Brigstock  “  the  schools  had 
“  to  be  closed  during  the  early  part  of  the  year  owing  to  the 
“  prevalence  of  measles.” 
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Towcester  Rural. — “  I  have  irregularly  visited  schools 
‘  *  in  the  district,  and  found  no  insanitary  conditions.  .  . 
“  Closures  on  account  of  infectious  disease  were  as  follows  : — 
“  Silverstone  (diphtheria),  January  and  February,  4  weeks  ; 
"  Tiffield  (measles),  February,  March,  and  April,  8  weeks; 

‘  ‘  Stoke  Bruerne  (measles),  October,  3  weeks;  Shutlanger 
<f  (measles),  November  and  December,  3  weeks.” 

Wellingborough  Rural. — “  In  February  I  visited 
**  the  schools  at  Newton  Bromshold,  and  found  there  were 
“  31  children  attending,  there  being  only  accommodation 
"for -20.  The  premises  have  since  been  enlarged.  These 
‘  ‘  schools  were  closed  for  three  weeks  owing  to  an  outbreak 
"  of  chicken  pox.” 

Isolation  Hospitals  and  Disinfection. 

The  two  most  important  movements  in  regard  to  isolation 
hospitals  during  the  year  have  been  in  connection  with  the 
hospital  at  Daventry,  which  was  shared  in  by  the  Councils 
of  the  Borough  and  the  adjoining  Rural  District,  and  the 
hospital  belonging  to  the  Oundle  Rural  District  Council. 
In  respect  of  the  former,  owing  to  various  causes,  the  partner¬ 
ship  between  the  two  Councils  for  hospital  purposes  was 
dissolved,  and  the  hospital  remains  exclusively  the  property 
of  the  Borough  of  Daventry  ;  at  the  same  time,  the  Daventry 
Rural  District  Council  have  decided  to  build  and  maintain 
an  isolation  hospital  for  the  use  of  their  district.  On  the  other 
hand,  the  Thrapston  Rural  District  Council,  having  made 
arrangements  for  a  definite  period  for  the  isolation  of  infectious 
cases  by  the  Oundle  Rural  District  Council  in  their  hosiptal, 
are  now  in  negotiation  with  the  latter  Council  as  to  a  per¬ 
manent  agreement  for  hospital  purposes,  and  it  is  to  be  hoped 
that  the  Oundle  Urban  District  Council  will  not  fail  to  take 
advantage  of  the  opportunity  thus  afforded  for  inclusion  in 
any  such  agreement.  The  Kettering  Joint  Isolation  Hos¬ 
pitals  and  the  Oundle  Rural  District  Hospital  well  earned 
the  contributions  from  the  County  Council  towards  their 
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establishment  expenses,  and  I  hope  that,  if  there  be  any 
-extension  of  wards  at  the  last  named  hospital,  these  will  be 
of  permanent  construction,  and  not  of  wood  and  iron  as  is 
the  present  block  of  Wards.  Attention  is  again  drawn  to 
the  need  of  a  public  disinfecting  station  in  the  Kettering 
Urban  District,  and  for  steam  disinfectors  in  other  districts — 
notably  the  Desborough  Urban  and  Gretton  Rural  Districts. 
I  have  repeatedly  urged  that  this  matter  should  receive  more 
consideration  at  the  hands  of  District  Councils  than  it  has  in 
the  past,  and  I  trust  that  some  advance  will  be  made  in  this 
direction  during  the  current  year. 

The  following  references  on  these  subjects  will  be  found 
of  interest  in  relation  to  particular  districts  : — 

Daventry  Borough. — “  The  Hospital  for  the  reception 
“  of  Infectious  Diseases  has  proved  most  useful  during  the 
“  year.  Seventeen  of  our  own  cases  have  been  treated 
“  there,  besides  21  from  the  Rural  District,  and  2  from  the 
‘ ‘  Hardingstone  Rural  District  (by  request),  making  a  total 
“  of  40.  No  death  occurred  during  the  year  which  speaks 
“  well  for  the  care  and  attention  which  the  patients  have 
“  received  there.  .  .  I  think  you  have  wisely  decided  to 
“  dissolve  partnership  with  the  Rural  District  Council,  so 
“  that  you  may  keep  the  Hospital  exclusively  for  your  own 
‘ ‘  use.” 

Desborough  Urban. — “  The  small-pox  hospital,  which 
“  is  the  only  isolation  hospital  for  infectious  diseases  in  the 
‘  ‘  district,  has  fortunately  not  yet  had  to  be  used.  Suggestions 
‘'have  been  made  that  it  should  be  let  as  a  dwelling- 
“  house  ;  but  any  such  step  in  my  opinion  would  be  a  very 
“  unwise  policy,  fraught  with  serious  consequences,  as  such 
“  institutions  ought  to  be  held  in  perfect  readiness  for  use 
“  when  necessary.  Under  the  supervision  of  your  Sanitary 
“  Inspector,  the  sick-rooms  in  connection  with  the  cases 
“of  Scarlet  Fever,  Diphtheria,  Erysipelas,  and  Phthisis, 
“  already  referred  to,  were  disinfected  so  far  as  the  means 


“  at  our  disposal  would  allow,  and  in  carrying  this  out  the 
‘  ‘  Spray  Disinfector,  recently  purchased  by  the  Council, 
“  was  found  to  be  of  great  assistance.  It  is  much  to  be 
“  regretted  that  the  question  of  the  provision  of  a  Steam 
“  Disinfector,  recommended  in  my  last  Annual  Report,  has 
“  been  shelved  on  the  score  of  expense.  So  long  as  this 
‘  ‘  district  remains  without  such  an  appliance  it  will  be  im- 
‘  ‘  possible  to  disinfect  bedding  and  clothing  effectually, 
“  and  as  a  consequence  the  measures,  both  offensive  and 
“  defensive,  in  dealing  with  serious  infectious  disease  will 
“  be  lacking  in  that  thoroughness  which  present-day  needs 
“  demand.” 

Kettering  Urban. — Speaking  of  a  Public  Disinfect¬ 
ing  Station,  “it  is  the  one  thing  lacking  in  the  public  health 
“  administration  of  the  town  to  make  Kettering  one  of  the 
“  first,  if  not  the  very  first,  town  of  its  size  in  the  county.” 
In  regard  to  the  Joint  Isolation  Hospital,  it  is  reported  by 
the  Medical  Officer  to  the  Hospital  that  ‘  ‘  the  observation 
“  ward  has  been  in  almost  constant  use,”  and  that  the 
Hospital  Board  have  “  begun  to  make  provision  for  a  bath¬ 
-room  in  connection  with  the  Rural  Block.” 

Oundle  Urban. — “  During  the  year  your  Council  has 
“made  an  arrangement  with  the  Rural  District  Council 
‘  ‘  enabling  us  to  use  their  Disinfecting  jjation.  This  is 
‘  ‘  proving  most  beneficial.  .  .  I  do  trust  the  Council  will  be 
‘  ‘  able  to  come  to  some  arrangement  with  the  Rural  District 
“  Council  to  enable  us  to  send  our  cases  to  their  Isolation 
“  Hospital.” 

Wellingborough  Urban. — “The  Isolation  Hospital 
*  ‘  has  been  very  beneficial  for  the  isolation  and  treatment 
‘  ‘  of  scarlet  fever  cases  during  the  epidemic.  The  increased 
“  number  of  beds  has  been  useful.” 

Daventry  Rural. —  “  Much  more  use  was  made  of  the 
“  Infectious  Hospital  during  the  year  with,  I  think,  beneficial 
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‘  ‘  results.  .  .  During  the  latter  part  of  the  year  some  friction 
“  unfortunately  occurred  with  the  Daventry  Town  Council 
“  over  the  accommodation  at  the  Hospital,  as,  although  it 
‘  ‘  has  always  been  looked  upon  as  a  J  oint  Hospital,  it  appears 
“your  Council  has  little  or  no  voice  in  the  management. 

‘ '  However,  your  Council  have  now  decided  to  build  an 
‘  ‘  infectious  hospital  for  the  use  of  the  Rural  District  alone, 

‘  ‘  and  at  the  end  of  the  year  steps  were  being  taken  to  obtain 
1  ‘  the  necessary  land  on  which  to  begin  building  at  once.” 

Gretton  Rural. — “  There  is  real  need  in  this,  as  in 
“  most  of  the  Leicestershire  and  Rutland  Combined  Districts 
“  for  an  efficient  system  of  steam  disinfection.” 

Middleton  Cheney  Rural. — “  In  this  district  there 
‘  ‘  are  no  methods  of  dealing  with  epidemic  infectious  diseases 
“  neither  is  there  any  Isolation  Hospital  or  any  provision 
“  made  for  the  public  disinfection  of  infected  clothing.” 

Oundle  Rural. — The  isolation  hospital  “  continues 
“to  be  kept  up  in  a  satisfactory  condition.  .  .  Ten  cases 
“  altogether  were  taken  in  from  your  District.  .  .  Your 
“  Council  entered  into  an  arrangement  with  the  Thrapston 
‘  ‘  Rural  District  Council  to  take  suitable  patients  into  Hos- 
“  pital  so  far  as  there  was  accommodation.  Five  patients 
“were  accordingly  taken  in.  The  arrangement  is  at 
“  present  of  a  temporary  character,  and  terminates  next 
“August,  but  I  hope  to  see  a  permanent  amalgamation 
‘  ‘  between  the  three  Councils — Oundle  Urban  and  Rural 
“  Councils,  and  the  Thrapston  Rural  Council — for  Hospital 
“  purposes.” 

Thrapston  Rural. — “  The  need  of  an  Isolation  Hospital 
‘  ‘  for  your  district  has  frequently  been  felt,  and  I  have  from 
“  time  to  time  brought  the  matter  under  the  notice  of  your 
“  Council.  I  am  glad  to  say  that  last  year  an  important 
“  step  was  taken  which  will,  I  hope,  lead  to  a  satisfactory 
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“settlement  of  the  difficulty.  In  1908  the  Oundle  Rural 
“  District  Council  took  a  patient  from  your  District  into 
“  their  Isolation  Hospital,  and  again  in  the  spring  of  last 
‘  ‘  year.  This  led  to  a  conference  between  representatives 
“  of  the  two  Councils  ;  ultimately  the  Oundle  Council  agreed 
“  to  take  suitable  cases  into  their  Hospital  provided  that 
“  there  was  accommodation.  Five  infectious  cases  were 
“  accordingly  admitted  from  the  villages  of  Aldwinckle, 
Woodford,  and  Twywell.  All  the  patients  made  a  good 
“  recovery.  The  present  arrangement  is  for  a  definite  time 
“  only  and  terminates,  unless  renewed,  next  August,  but  I 
“  hope  that  a  permanent  agreement  will  be  come  to.” 

Towcester  Rural. — “There  is  no  Isolation  Hospital 
“  but  tents  are  ready  for  erection  in  case  of  need.  For  dis¬ 
infecting  purposes  the  Authority  have  a  Thresh’s  Emer- 
“  gency  Disinfector  in  which  the  vapor  of  Formic  Aldehyde 
“  is  employed.” 

Vaccination. 

I  very  much  regret  to  have  to  chronicle  a  progressive 
and  greatly  increasing  amount  of  unpreparedness  to  meet 
an  invasion  of  small-pox.  This  is  made  very  evident  by  the 
analysis  of  Vaccination  Officers’  Returns  for  the  years  1893 
to  1908,  which  I  have  prepared  for  this  report  ;  and  it  is  borne 
out  by  the  remarks  of  District  Medical  Officers  of  Health. 
There  has  been  a  greatly  increased  demand  for  vaccination 
exemption  certificates  in  practically  every  Union  in  the  County 
during  the  year  1909,  and  the  condition  of  the  youthful 
population  is  rapidly  approaching  that  which  existed  some 
ten  years  ago,  before  the  stimulus  to  vaccination  was  provided 
by  the  advent  of  small-pox  cases.  In  the  meantime,  there  is 
little  that  can  be  done  beyond  uttering  words  of  warning. 

Irthlingborough  Urban. — “  Vaccination  is  becoming 
“  year  by  year  more  of  a  dead  letter,  and  had  it  not  been 
‘  ‘  for  the  vigilance  of  the  Vaccination  Officer,  and  the  mistakes 


ANALYSIS  OF  VACCINATION  OFFICERS’  RETURNS,  1893-1908. 


Percentages  of  Births  in  Respective  Years. 


Unions  of  the 

County  of  Northampton. 

Certificates  of  “  Successful  Vaccination.” 

(Col.  1.) 

Certificates  of  ”  Conscientious 

Objection.” 

(Col.  2.) 

Not  finally  accounted  for. 

(Col.  3.) 

Total  Living  Unvaccinated. 

(Col.  2t  Col.  3.) 

1893-97 

1898- 

1903 

1904 

1905 

1906 

1907 

1908 

1898- 

1903 

1904 

1905 

1906 

1907 

1908 

1893-97 

I 

1898- 

1903 

1904 

1905 

1906 

1907 

1908 

♦ 

1893-97 

1898- 

1903 

1904 

1905 

1906 

1907 

1908 

1902 

1902 

1902 

1902 

BRACKLEY . 

39.1 

51.3 

66.2 

68.2 

80.4 

66.6 

63.1 

60.0 

10.7 

11.8 

12.1 

11.2 

16.2 

16.8 

31.3 

47.7 

30.8 

16.4 

10.8 

0.4 

10.6 

8.1 

11.1 

49.3 

41.6 

28.2 

22.9 

11.6 

26.8 

24.9 

42.4 

BRACKLEY 

BRIXWORTH  . 

42.9 

50.6 

66.7 

59.7 

49.4 

57.5 

59.8 

50.0 

14.4 

18.3 

20.3 

19.6 

21.2 

25.4 

40.6 

44.2 

28.0 

8.4 

12.0 

24.1 

12.9 

7.5 

4.8 

49.2 

42.5 

26.7 

32.3 

43.7 

34.1 

32.9 

45.4 

BRIXWORTH 

♦ 

DAVENTRY  . 

51.1 

56.9 

68.1 

64.8 

64.1 

66.2 

58.6 

44.9 

15.0 

12.9 

14.8 

21.9 

18.2 

24.2 

39.9 

36.3 

19.8 

13.2 

12.6 

8.1 

9.6 

9.2 

9.4 

39.4 

34.8 

26.1 

27.4 

30.0 

27.8 

33.4 

49.3 

DAVENTRY 

HARDINGSTONE . 

38.5 

48.9 

55.6 

49.1 

51.7 

42.1 

37.7 

28.4 

34.4 

32.8 

40.0 

37.8 

47.1 

47.4 

59.9 

42.7 

8.2 

4.2 

1.6 

4.6 

4.2 

7.1 

3.7 

51.1 

42.7 

37.0 

41.6 

42.4 

51.3 

54.5 

63.6 

HARDINGSTONE 

KETTERING  . 

1.6 

17.3 

31.8 

31.8 

27.7 

25.2 

26.2 

17.6 

21.4 

42.3 

47.3 

55.5 

58.9 

55.9 

71.5 

84.2 

47.7 

16.5 

8.9 

7.0 

7.5 

11.1 

2.9 

84.2 

69.2 

58.8 

56.2 

62.5 

66.4 

67.0 

74.4 

KETTERING 

NORTHAMPTON  . 

3.7 

16.6 

27.0 

24.7 

25.9 

26.0 

20.5 

20.3 

31.4 

49.5 

52.9 

56.8 

59.0 

63.9 

66.5 

74.2 

39.8 

13.3 

12.5 

9.0 

8.1 

7.7 

6.9 

83.3 

71.2 

62.8 

65.4 

65.8 

67.1 

71.6 

73.4 

NORTHAMPTON 

OUNDLE  . 

82.8 

85.1 

80.0 

86.0 

81.2 

79.4 

80.7 

68.0 

3.3 

5.0 

1.4 

5.0 

7.1 

7.6 

20.3 

9.0 

4.8 

6.7 

6.9 

7.3 

6.6 

5.1 

3.7 

9.2 

8.1 

11.7 

8.3 

12.3 

13.7 

12.7 

24.0 

OUNDLE 

PETERBOROUGH 

84.0 

76.3 

77.5 

78.5 

78.8 

78.6 

75.0 

59.2 

2.1 

3.6 

3.4 

3.7 

3.3 

8.2 

25.5 

7.6 

11.1 

10.5 

9.2 

9.8 

11.0 

10.5 

9.8 

7.6 

13.2 

14.1 

12.6 

13.5 

14.3 

18.7 

35.3 

PETERBOROUGH 

POTTERSPURY  . 

58.9 

57.5 

67.5 

64.8 

61.6 

55.5 

52.6 

35.0 

27.4 

24.1 

25.6 

27.4 

34.9 

36.9 

58.5 

29.2 

6.1 

3.4 

3.7 

3.0 

2.6 

4.4 

1.2 

33.0 

33.5 

27.5 

29.3 

30.4 

37.5 

41.3 

59.7 

POTTERSPURY 

THRAPSTON  . 

10.9 

38.7 

45.8 

51.6 

49.6 

45.9 

43.1 

24.4 

43.8 

43.5 

34.5 

37.9 

44.2 

44.5 

60.7 

72.0 

9.9 

3.3 

5.2 

4.3 

5.3 

6.5 

11.9 

79.7 

53.7 

46.8 

39.7 

42.2 

49.5 

51.0 

72.6 

THRAPSTON 

TOWCESTER  . 

38.9 

47.9 

51.5 

49.5 

55.4 

46.6 

45.4 

30.1 

27.4 

25.1 

29.8 

26.2 

35.2 

31.7 

58.5 

43.9 

16.2 

11.6 

10.9 

9.5 

13.4 

17.5 

6.1 

50.7 

43.6 

36.7 

40.7 

35.7 

48.6 

49.2 

64.6 

TOWCESTER 

WELLINGBOROUGH 

1.1 

16.2 

39.7 

38.6 

47.5 

46.7 

30.4 

24.8 

22.4 

42.4 

46.1 

39.0 

40.6 

59.7 

64.3 

82.2 

50.8 

9.1 

6.6 

4.7 

4.2 

3.8 

3.8 

86.4 

73.2 

5,1.5 

52.7 

43.7 

44.8 

63.5 

68.1 

WELLINGBOROUGH 

Means  . 

25.7 

35.4 

47.7 

46.5 

48.2 

46.6 

41.6 

32.3 

21.6 

32.4 

35.0 

36.0 

38.4 

43.3 

55.1 

58.4 

32.2 

11.2 

9.1 

7.6 

7.7 

8.1 

6.2 

62.8 

53.9 

43.6 

44.1 

43.6 

46.2 

51.4 

61.3 

In  the  Returns  for  the  years  1893 _ 97  the  number  of  Certificates  of  Conscientious  Objection  received  in  respect  of  the  children  born  in  1897  has  not  been  included  in  the  Percentages  “  Not  finally  accounted  for.' 

but  allowance  has  been  made  for  these  in  the  Total  Living  Un vaccinated, 
t  The  Soke  of  Peterborough  is  a  County  in  itself,  and  I  am  therefore  much  indebted  to  the  courtesy  of  the  Clerk  of  the  Peterborough  Union  for  iurmsiung  me  with  information  for  the  purposes  of  this  table. 

p  j|u,  puraj  Districts  of  Crick,  Oxendon,  Gretton,  Easton-on-the-Hill,  and  Middleton  Cheney  are  included  in  Unions  in  the  Counties  of  Warwick,  Leicester.  Rutland,  and  Oxford,  and  do  not  therefore  enter  into 
the  above  Analysis  on  the  other  hand  the  Unions  of  Oundle  and  Thrapston  each  include  a  few  parishes  in  Huntingdonshire. 
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“  committed  by  the  local  magistrates  in  signing  the  exemp- 
‘  ‘  tion  certificates,  very  few  children  would  have  been  vac- 
“  cinatea  during  the  year.  There  may  be — for  the  scoffers — - 
“  a  rude  awakening  some  day.” 

Kettering  Urban. — “  No.  of  births  registered  in  1909 

*  *  in  Kettering,  746  ;  vaccination  certificates  received,  84 ; 
“  exemption  certificates  granted,  580.  I  am  indebted  to 
“  the  vaccination  Officer  for  these  returns.” 

Brixworth  Rural. — ‘  ‘  There  is  very  little  vaccination 
“  done,  most  of  the  parents  getting  exemptions  for  their 
“  children,  who  will  be  in  great  danger  should  small-pox 
“  break  out.” 

Potterspury  Rural. — “Attention  must  be  drawn  to 
‘  ‘  the  question  of  vaccination.  345  births  were  registered 

*  *  in  the  Potterspury  Union  District  in  1909  ;  of  these  only 
“  130  have  been  vaccinated.  There  is  considerable  risk  in 

*  *  having  so  large  a  proportion  of  the  inhabitants  unprotected 
“  should  an  outbreak  of  small-pox  occur.” 

Towcester  Rural. — “As  regards  Vaccination,  I  am 
“  indebted  to  the  Vaccination  Officer  for  the  information  that 
“in  1909  there  were  81  children  vaccinated  and  147  con- 
“  scientious  objections.” 

Wellingborough  Rural. — “  Vaccination  has  been 
“efficiently  carried  out.  Some  have  taken  advantage  of 
the  conscientious  clause,  thereby  endangering  the  com- 
“  m unity  at  large.” 


Water  Supply. 

The  year  1909  has  been  memorable  for  the  completion 
of  a  fine  public  water  supply  for  the  Urban  District  of  Raunds, 
and  for  the  difficulties  in  which  the  Urban  Districts  of  Des- 
borough  and  Irthlingborough  have  been  placed  through 
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partial  failure  of  water  at  their  pumping  stations.  There  is 
good  ground  for  hope,  however,  that  the  reduced  supplies  of 
water  at  these  places  will  be  remedied  shortly  by  extensions » 
of  the  works.  The  additional  storage  reservoir  for  the 
Kettering  Urban  District  gives  promise  also  now  of  meeting 
requirements,  and  other  public  water  supplies  in  the  County 
appear  to  have  answered  satisfactorily  during  the  year. 
With  regard  to  the  matter  of  a  public  water  supply  being  re¬ 
quired  for  the  town  of  Thrapston,  this  is  now  in  the  hands 
of  the  Local  Government  Board  who  required  a  report  on  the 
subject  from  the  District  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  and  it 

is  to  be  hoped  that  it  will  be  dealt  with  now  without  delay. 

» 

Brackley  Borough. — The  water  supply  is  ‘  ‘  derived 
‘  *  from  two  deep  wells,  and  supplied  to  the  town  by  gravitation 
“  through  the  mains.  The  old  well  has  been  taken  in  hand  ; 

*  *  a  borehole  was  sunk  through  the  rock  at  the  bottom,  which 
‘  ‘  has  tapped  the  same  supply  of  water  which  was  found  in 

*  ‘  the  new  well.  All  the  steam -pumping  gear  has  been  over- 

*  ‘  hauled,  and  is  now  in  excellent  order,  so  that  we  have  now 
“  two  good  wells  and  duplicate  pumping  machinery.  The 
‘  ‘  outlying  rural  portions  of  the  district  depend  for  their 
“  water  Supply  on  wells  sunk  at  the  farm-houses  and 
‘  ‘  cottages/'' 

Higham  Ferrers  Borough. — “The  supply  of  water 

*  1  continues  to  be  abundant  in  quantity  and  of  excellent 
“quality.  It  is  certainly  of  inestimable  benefit  to  the 
“  town.” 

Desborough  Urban. — “  Since  the  month  of  May,  1908, 
“the  water  works  well  has  exhibited  unmistakeable  signs 
1  ‘  of  failing,  as  indicated  by  the  steady  decline  of  the  height 
“  of  the  water  therein  contained,”  and  it  became  apparent 
during  the  year  1909,  “  that  the  water-works  well  was  not  to 
‘  ‘  be  relied  upon  as  a  source  of  water-supply  for  the  town 

*  ‘  throughout  the  year.  Accordingly  an  engineer  was  con- 

*  ‘  suited  with  the  view  of  obtaining  an  additional  source  of 
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“  public  water  supply.  This  matter  is  now  in  his  hands, 

‘  ‘  and  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  a  means  of  increasing  the  present 
‘  ‘  water  supply  will  soon  take  tangible  form,  and  will  be 
“  utilisable  if  not  finished,  by  the  advent  of  summer,  in  order 
‘  ‘  to  prevent  the  occurrence  of  an  otherwise  certain  water 
‘  ‘  famine  which  would  prejudicially  affect  the  public  health 
‘‘in  almost  every  particular.”  Certain  possible  sources 
of  pollution  of  the  well  were  also  satisfactorily  dealt  with 
during  the  year. 

Finedon  Urban. — “The  water  supply  from  the  deep 
“  well  throughout  the  year  has  been  good  and  plentiful.” 

Irthlingborough  Urban. — “  I  had  hoped  that  I  should 
“  be  able  to  report  that  a  new  and  abundant  water  supply 
‘  ‘  had  been  obtained.  Such,  however,  is  not  the  case.  By 
‘  ‘  regular  pumping  during  the  day,  and  for  a  considerable 
‘  ‘  part  of  the  year  at  night  also,  the  two  wells  have  given  a 
“fairly  good  supply,  almost  sufficient  to.  meeUthe  town’s 
‘  ‘  requirements.  .  .  During  the  summer  a  well  was  sunk  in 
“  one  of  the  meadows  belonging  to  the  Church  trustees,  and 
“  at  a  depth  of  io  or  12  feet  a  plentiful  supply  of  water  was 
“  obtained  in  the  gravel,  which,  on  analysis,  was  found  to 
“  be  pure  and  wholesome.  No  experimental  pumping  took 
“place.  Negotiations  have  since  then  been  proceeding 
‘  ‘  between  the  Council,  the  Charity  Commissioners,  and  the 
‘  ‘  trustees  of  the  land,  with  the  view  of  obtaining  a  long 
‘  ‘  lease  of  the  property,  and  if  satisfactory  terms  can  be 
“  arranged  a  Local  Government  Board  Enquiry  will  no 
“doubt  take  place.” 

Kettering  Urban. — From  February  to  November, 
in  consequence  of  the  water  in  the  Cransley  Reservoir  fall¬ 
ing  owing  to  the  small  rainfall,  it  was  necessary  to  shut  off 
the  water  supply  at  night.  “  The  pressure  throughout  the 
‘  ‘  year  has  been  given  from  the  high  level  tank  at  Clover  Hill, 
‘  ‘  and  the  quality  of  the  water  supplied,  according  to  reports 
“  of  the  County  analyst,  has  been  quite  satisfactory.  At 
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“  the  new  works  at  Thorpe  Reservoir  the  embankment  has 
‘  ‘  now  been  brought  up  to  full  height,  and  a  quantity  of  water 
‘  ‘  stored  for  the  purpose  of  testing  the  works,  which  so  far 
‘  ‘  have  proved  water-tight  and  satisfactory.  As  in  previous 
‘  ‘  years  a  further  number  of  the  shallow  wells  still  in  use  for 
“  domestic  supplies  have  been  closed  and  town  water  laid 
“  on.” 

Oundle  Urban. — “This  continues  to  be  excellent 

*  ‘  both  in  quantity  and  quality  ;  the  pumping  station  and 
“  filter  beds  are  in  good  order.” 

Raunds  Urban. — The  works  of  the  new  public  water 
supply  “  were  successfully  completed  in  July  last,  and  were 
“formally  opened  on  the  14th  of  July.  .  .  Since  then  the 
“  work  of  laying  on  the  water  to  the  houses,  &c.,  has  been 
‘  ‘  steadily  going  on,  and  at  the  end  of  the  year  258  houses 
‘  ‘  were  supplied,  besides  4  bakehouses,  2  slaughter-houses, 
“  and  5  business  premises.  The  scheme  so  far  has  proved 
‘  ‘  a  complete  success.  There  is  a  splendid  supply  of  water 

*  ‘  and  of  good  quality.  .  .  The  water  is  a  splendid  water 
‘  *  for  domestic  purposes,  having  a  hardness  of  only  4J  degrees, 
“  and  the  people  who  have  had  it  laid  on  to  their  houses 
‘  ‘  speak  highly  of  it.  By  the  end  of  the  coming  year,  it  is 
“  hoped  that  practically  the  whole  of  the  houses  in  Raunds 
“  will  be  supplied  from  the  new  works.” 

Rothwell  Urban. — The  Public  water  supply  “  has  now 
‘  ‘  been  laid  on  all  over  the  town.” 

Rushden  Urban. — “  I  have  analysed  two  samples  of 
“  well  water  during  the  year.  No  exception  could  be  taken 
‘  ‘  to  the  use  of  these  for  drinking  purposes,  although,  with 
‘  ‘  the  plentiful  supply  of  excellent  water  available,  it  would 
‘  *  be  better  for  all  the  remaining  private  supplies  from  wells 
“to  be  abolished.” 


Brackley  Rural. — “  The  water  supply  of  the  district 
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‘  ‘  is  derived  from  shallow  wells  and  has  been  adequate  in 
“  quantity,  and  the  entire  absence  of  water-borne  diseases 
‘  ‘  testifies  as  to  its  quality,  although  there  is  of  course  always 
“  the  danger  of  pollution  from  soakage  and  rain  water/’ 

Brixworth  Rural. — “  There  is  a  good  supply  of  water 
‘  ‘  which  is  laid  on  to  stand  pipes  in  the  streets  or  into  the 
‘  ‘  houses  at  the  following  villages,  Chapel  and  Church  Bramp- 
“  ton,  Great  and  Little  Brington,  Harleston,  East  Haddon 
“  and  part  of  Creaton.  Hollowell  is  well  supplied  through 
‘  ‘  iron  pipes,  as  also  Hazelbeech  and  part  of  Holdenby.  The 
“  other  part  of  the  district  is  supplied  by  wells  or  springs.” 

Crick  Rural.— The  Sanitary  Inspector  reports  that 
‘  ‘  six  samples  of  water  were  submitted  for  analysis,  2  of  which 
“  were  reported  to  be  unfit  for  drinking  purposes.” 

Easton-on-the-Hill  Rural. — “The  water  supply  is 
‘  ‘  from  wells  ;  at  Easton  there  is  a  conducted  supply  of 
“  excellent  water.” 

Gretton  Rural. — “During  the  year  I  analysed  two 
“  samples  of  water,  one  of  which  proved  unsuitable  for 
“  drinking,  the  well  being  accordingly  closed.” 

Hardingstone  Rural. — “The  water  supplies  in  the 
“  various  villages  in  which  they  have  been  installed  have 
‘ 4  been  plentiful,  and  have  worked  satisfactorily.  The  last 
* f  year  has  been  accompanied  with  so  much  rainfall  that  we 
“have  had  no  fears  on  this  subject  and  no  complaint  of 
“  shortness.” 

Kettering  Rural. — In  regard  to  Burton  Latimer,  “the 
“  new  scheme  gives  a  magnificent  supply  of  water  to  this  vil- 
‘  ‘  lage”  ;  but  “the  well  at  Geddington  Cross  ran  very  low  during 
“  drought  in  the  spring,  and  some  doubt  was  expressed  as 
“  to  its  purity  ;  on  being  tested  a  second  time,  however,  it 
“  was  found  to  be  good.”  At  St  anion,  “  the  new  well,  with  a 


86 


*  ‘  windmill  pump  attached,  gives  a  good  supply  of  water, 
“  and  is  a  great  boon  to  the  village/’  Various  improvements 
in  connection  with  wells  at  Broughton  have  been  effected  ; 
but  at  Corby  “  the  new  scheme  of  water  supply  for  this 
‘  ‘  village  has  not  been  carried  out  yet,  owing  to  unforeseen 
“  difficulties.” 

i 

Middleton  Cheney  Rural. — “The  water  supply  in 
‘  ‘  the  district  is  sufficient  and  satisfactory,  although  it  was 
“  found  necessary  to  take  steps  to  improve  this  at  Lower 
“  Boddington.” 


Northampton  Rural. — “  In  the  villages  of  Kislingbury 
‘  ‘  Lower  Heyford,  and  Duston,  where  water  supplies  have 
‘  ‘  been  installed,  they  -have  been  working  satisfactorily  during 
‘  ‘  the  year,  and  the  supply  of  water  has  been  good  and  whole- 
“  some.  All  the  houses  in  Weston  Favell  from  which  com- 
‘  ‘  plaints  had  been  received  have  now  been  furnished  with 
‘  ‘  water  from  the  town  supply,  so  that  this  village  is  now  also 
‘  ‘  well  served  in  this  respect,  and  when  necessary  the  supply 
“can  be  extended.” 

Oundle  Rural. — “  The  question  of  King’s  Cliffe  water 
‘  ‘  supply  has  been  advanced  to  a  further  stage.  The  plans  have 
“  been  completed  and  are  waiting  for  the  approval  of  the 
“  Local  Government  Board.” 

Oxendon  Rural. — “The  water-supply  of  the  district 
‘ 1  is  good.  The  well  in  Clipston,  by  the  Rectory,  has  been 
“  widened  and  deepened,  and  the  Artesian  well  at  Farndon 
“  has  been  thoroughly  cleansed.” 

Potterspury  Rural. — “  Two  wells  at  Potterspury  had 
“  to  be  closed  during  the  year  owing  to  the  analysis  revealing 
“  the  fact  that  the  water  was  polluted  by  the  infiltration  of 
“sewage  matters.” 


§7 


Thrapston  Rural. — In  respect  of  Thrapston,  “by 
“  direction  of  the  Local  Government  Board  I  laid  a  report 
‘  ‘  before  you  on  the  scavenging  and  water  supply  of  the  town, 
“  which  will  receive  the  consideration  of  your  Council,”  and 
at  Brigstock,  '  ‘  the  water-works  continue  to  give  every 
“  satisfaction.” 

Towcester  Rural. — ‘  There  is  a  public  supply  of  water 
“  at  Towcester,  Greens  Norton,  Abthorpe,  Blakesley,  Gayton, 

‘  ‘  and  Maidford.  In  the  other  villages  the  people  are  dependent 
‘  ‘  on  wells,  and  I  have  heard  no  complaint  of  scarcity  except 
‘  ‘  in  very  dry  weather  occasionally,  and  the  supply  generally 
“  is  wholesome  and  free  from  pollution.” 

Wellingborough  Rural.— “  Wollaston  and  Irchester 
“  are  still  in  need  of  water,  the  supply  being  only  from 
“  shallow  wells,  which  are  liable  to  pollution.” 

Dwelling-Houses  and  Over-crowding. 

I  have  referred  briefly  already  to  the  passing  of  the 
Housing,  Town  Planning,  &c.,  Act  in  the  year  1909,  and  it 
is  obvious  that  this  must  have  a  great  influence  on  questions 
of  housing  in  more  than  one  district  in  the  County.  Apart 
from  the  fact  that,  under  this  Act,  Part.  III.  of  the  Housing 
of  the  Working  Classes  Act,  1890,  extends  to  and  takes  effect 
in  every  Urban  or  Rural  District  or  other  place  in  England 
and  Wales  for  which  it  had  not  been  adopted  already,  a  local 
authority  is  also  authorised  to  purchase  land  compulsorily 
for  the  purposes  of  that  same  Part  III.  by  means  of  an  order, 
submitted  to  the  Local  Government  Board  and  confirmed 
by  them,  instead  of  by  means  of  a  Provisional  Order.  The 
Act  thus  greatly  increases  the  facilities  for  the  acquisition  of 
land  by  local  authorities  for  the  purposes  of  the  Housing 
Acts.  It  is  important  also  to  note  that  the  law  as  regards 
the  closing  and  demolition  of  dwellings  unfit  for  human  habita¬ 
tion  is  simplified  and  strengthened.  Local  authorities  will, 
under  the  new  Act,  themselves  make  closing  orders,  and  the 
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powers  of  a  Court  of  Summary  Jurisdiction  in  this  respect 
will  cease.  In  certain  events  the  Local  Government  Board 
may  be  led  to  decide  that  a  local  authority  have  failed  to 
exercise  their  powers  under  Part  III.  of  the  Housing  of  the 
Working  Classes  Act,  1890,  and  to  make  an  Order  directing 
that  authority,  within  a  limited  time,  to  carry  out  such  works 
and  do  such  other  things  as  may  be  mentioned  in  the  Order 
for  the  purpose  of  remedying  the  default.  The  County 
Council  is  included  here  as  one  of  fhe  possible  complainants 
to  the  Local  Government  Board  of  the  failure  of  a  local 
authority,  and,  in  certain  events,  the  Local  Government 
Board  may  direct  the  County  Council  to  carry  out  the  terms 
of  the  Order  in  place  of  the  local  authority.  There  are  other 
provisions  of  a  stringent  nature,  whereby  the  powers  of  a 
rural  district  council  under  the  Act  may  be  transferred  to 
fhe  County  Council,  and  under  which  the  County  Council, 
through  its  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  must  be  kept  informed 
of  representations,  complaints,  or  information  under  the 
Act.  It  is  evident  that  the  intention  of  the  Act  is  to  stimulate 
action  in  respect  of  unwholesome  dwellings  by  local  authorities, 
and  generally  to  improve  housing  conditions  for  the  working 
classes,  particularly  in  rural  districts.  There  can  be  no 
doubt  of  the  helpfulness  of  the  Act  in  dealing  with  cases  of 
decaying  property  in  some  villages,  and  for  stimulating  the 
construction  of  better  class  cottage  property  where  there 
is  any  reasonable  demand  for  the  housing  of  labourers. 


Brackley  Borough. — “No  action  has  been  taken  in 
4 1  regard  to  those  houses  reported  as  unfit  for  habitation. 
4 1  A  year  ago,  when  the  matter  came  before  you,  you  decided 
4  ‘  to  await  the  report  of  Dr.  Fletcher,  of  the  Local  Govern- 
4  4  ment  Board,  who  had  inspected  the  district  some  time 
4 1  previously.  Dr.  Fletcher’s  report  has  not  yet  come  to 
“  hand.” 

Higham  Ferrers  Borough. — “  House  accommodation 
4  ‘  is  good  with  the  exception  of  some  of  the  old  houses,  many 
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‘  ‘  of  which  are  not  adapted  to  families,  and  require  constant 
“  care  on  the  part  of  the  Sanitary  Officer  to  prevent  over- 
“  crowding.” 

Desborough  Urban. — ‘  ‘  There  were  seven  houses  erected 
‘  *  during  the  year.  In  spite  of  there  being  ample  house 
“  accommodation  for  the  parishioners  there  were  two  cases 
“  of  overcrowding  dealt  with  by  your  Inspector.” 

Finedon  Urban. — '‘The  house  accommodation  has 
‘  ‘  been  adequate,  and  there  have  been  no  cases  of  overcrowd- 
“  ing  reported  to  me.  No  new  houses  have  been  built.  .  . 
“  In  the  majority  of  houses  the  water  closet  system  is  in 
‘ ‘  vogue.” 

Irthlingborough  Urban. — The  Sanitary  Inspector 
reports  that  ‘  ‘  no  new  dwelling  houses  were  erected  during 
‘  ‘  the  year.  Several  have  been  repaired  and  cleaned  through- 
“  out.  Two  cases  of  overcrowding  and  three  filthy  dwellings 
‘  ‘  have  been  dealt  with.  One  dilapidated  dwelling  has  been 
“  pulled  down  and  the  surroundings  considerably  improved.” 

Kettering  Urban. — “Two  houses  were  found  unfit 
“  for  habitation,  and  both  have  been  closed  by  the  owners.” 
From  the  Report  of  the  Lady  Sanitary  Inspector,  it  appears 
also  that  “  7  cases  of  overcrowding  in  dwellings  have  been 
‘  ‘  abated,  6  on  verbal  notice,  and  1  after  service  of  a  statutory 
“notice.” 

Oundle  Urban. — “  One  case  of  overcrowding  was 
‘  ‘  brought  to  my  notice.  I  visited  the  premises  with  the 
‘  ‘  Sanitary  Inspector,  and  a  notice  to  abate  the  nuisance 
‘  ‘  was  served  and  carried  out.” 

Rothwell  Urban. — “  The  house  accommodation  in  the 
*  ‘  town  is  very  good,  no  dwelling  having  been  condemned  as 
“  unfit  for  habitation.” 


90 


Rushden  Urban. — “  Two  houses  in  Duck  Street  have 
‘  ‘  been  pulled  down,  and  four  have  been  put  into  a  state  of 
“repair.  Two  houses  in  Beaconsfield  Place  have  been 
“  closed  as  unfit  for  human  habitation.” 

Wellingborough  Urban. — “Overcrowding  has  been 
“  abated  in  several  instances  in  dwelling-houses.” 

Brackley  Rural. — “  The  accommodation  in  the  matter 
‘  ‘  of  houses,  especially  for  the  working  classes,  is  adequate  ; 
‘  ‘  indeed,  the  population  being  apparently  decreasing,  it 
“  would  appear  to  be  more  than  that,  as  a  number  of  cottages 
‘  ‘  have  been  allowed  to  fall  into  ruin  during  the  last  io  years. 
“  .  .  Two  cases  of  overcrowding  were  dealt  with.” 

Brixworth  Rural. — “Seven  new  houses  have  been 
‘  ‘  erected  ;  one  reconstructed  ;  one  cottage  reported  as  unfit 
“for  human  habitation.  Four  cases  of  overcrowding  have 
“  been  reported  and  dealt  with.” 

Daventry  Rural. — “Close  attention  has  been  paid 
*  ‘  to  any  houses  unfit  for  habitation,  and  also  to  any  cases 
‘  ‘  of  overcrowding  in  the  District ;  these  have  all  been 
“rectified  without  trouble.” 

Easton -on -the -Hill  Rural. —  “There  are  several 
cottages  which  are  unfit  for  habitation,  especially  where 
“  there  are  young  children.” 

Gretton  Rural. — “Cases  of  overcrowding  are  not 
nearly  so  frequent  as  is  ordinarily  to  be  found  in  Districts 
with  rapidly  increasing  population.  There  is  about  the 
“  average  quotum  of  old  and  more  or  less  dilapidated  cottage 
“  property.” 

Hardingstone  Rural. — “  Five  new  cottages  have  been 
built  during  the  year,  none  have  been  condemned  or  pulled 
‘ ‘  down.” 
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Middleton  Cheney  Rural. — “  No  new  houses  have 

*  ‘  been  erected  in  the  district  during  the  past  year,  and  only 
‘  ‘  a  total  of  eight  during  the  past  six  years.  This  number 
‘  ‘  in  no  way  compensates  for  those  that  have  fallen  into 
“  disuse  from  various  causes  during  that  period.  I  regret 
‘  ‘  that  I  cannot  report  any  more  favourably  this  year  upon 
‘  ‘  the  housing  of  the  working  classes.  Generally  speaking 
‘  ‘  this  is  distinctly  bad,  and  there  seems  no  desire  on  the  part 
‘  ‘  of  owners  to  in  any  way  alter  or  improve  the  existing  state 
“  of  affairs,  consequently  three  cottages  have  been  con- 
‘  ‘  demned  during  the  past  year  as  unfit  for  human  occupation, 
“  and  I  have  no  doubt  that  unless  steps  are  taken  by  the 
‘  ‘  owners  of  cottage  property  to  repair  dilapidations  as  they 
“  occur  many  more  will  be  condemned  in  the  future.  At 
“  the  same  time,  in  many  cases  the  tenants  themselves  are 
‘  ‘  greatly  to  blame  for  the  existing  state  of  affairs,  as  they 
“  appear  quite  satisfied  to  live  under  conditions  devoid  of 
“  sanitation  and  cleanliness  and  make  no  attempt  themselves 
‘  ‘  to  improve  their  surroundings.  These  remarks  particularly 
“  refer  to  the  village  of  Middleton  Cheney.” 

Oundle  Rural. — “  In  the  Northamptonshire  villages 
“  there  are  really  very  few  properties  which  should  be  con- 
“  demned.  I  will  draw  your  attention  to  some  in  Warming- 

*  ‘  ton,  Bulwick,  and  King’s  Cliffe  ;  though  in  the  last  men- 
“  tioned  place  the  worst  houses  were  demolished  two  years 
‘  ‘  ago,  due  to  the  report  which  I  laid  before  you,  still  I  think 
“  there  are  some  more.” 

Oxendon  Rural. — “The  house  accommodation  is, 
“  on  the  whole,  adequate  and  cleanly.  Only  one  house  has 
“  been  built  during  the  year,  viz.,  at  Stoke  Albany.” 

Thrapston  Rural. —  “I  do  not  consider  that  the 
“  cottages  in  Thrapston  or  in  your  Northamptonshire 
‘  ‘  villages  can,  as  a  general  rule,  be  called  bad,  and  I  do  not 
‘  ‘  expect  that  there  will  be  any  extensive  demolition  of  houses. 
‘  ‘  Certain  properties  will  come  under  your  notice  which  I 
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“  consider  to  be  insanitary  in  Thrapston,  Ringstead,  Wood- 
“  ford,  and  to  a  small  extent  in  some  other  villages,  but  the 
“  total  number  will  not  amount  to  much.” 

Towcester  Rural. — “The  house  accommodation  for 
‘  ‘  working  classes  is  fairly  satisfactory,  and  there  is,  with  a 
“  few  exceptions,  a  sufficiency  of  open  space  around  them.” 

Wellingborough  Rural. — The  Sanitary  Inspector 
reports  “  eight  new  houses  have  been  erected  during 
“the  year  —  six  at  Little  Irchester,  and  two  at  Isham. 
* 1  Twenty-six  dwellings  were  put  in  repair,  four  dilapidated 
“  ones  demolished,  six  overcrowding  cases  and  four  filthy 

“  dwellings  dealt  with.” 

$ 

Excrement  and  Refuse  Disposal. 

As  in  respect  of  the  question  of  a  public  water  supply  for 
the  town  of  Thrapston,  so  also  with  regard  to  the  absence  in 
that  place  of  a  system  of  public  scavenging,  the  matter  is 
under  the  consideration  of  the  Local  Government  Board, 
who  have  had  before  them  since  December,  1909,  a  special 
report  on  these  two  matters  prepared  by  the  District  Medical 
Officer  of  Health.  I  have  for  long  held  that  in  a  place  the 
size  of  Thrapston  efficient  scavenging  is  impossible  except  it 
be  carried  out  by  the  local  authority,  and  I  hope  that  this 
question  will  be  settled  speedily  in  the  public  health  interests 
of  that  town.  The  system  of  public  scavenging  established 
during  the  year  in  the  village  of  Gretton  has  apparently  met 
with  unqualified  success,  and  there  are  other  villages  in  the 
County  where  I  hope  that  before  long  similar  arrangements 
may  be  made.  I  trust  that  the  importance  of  the  matter 
will  not  be  lost  sight  of,  and  that  it  will  be  put  forward  for 
consideration  where  not  at  present  in  operation. 

Higham  Ferrers  Borough. — “The  important  work 
“  of  the  collection  of  refuse  has  been  carried  out  at  regular 


‘  intervals,  and  no  accumulation  has  been  allowed  near  any 
‘  dwelling-housed ’ 

Desborough  Urban. — “  In  the  course  of  inspections 
‘  of  the  district  it  was  frequently  observed  that  the  pans 
‘  of  the  w.c.’s  were  not  kept  in  a  clean  condition.  This  in 
‘  some  instances  was  pardonable,  especially  during  the 
‘  period  of  scarcity  of  water.  Public  scavenging  has  been 
‘  well  carried  out,  the  house  refuse  being  deposited  in  a  field 
‘  near  the  Stoke-road  and  there  partly  burnt.  There  is 
‘  a  tendency  for  the  papers  from  this  rubbish  heap,  particu- 
‘  larly  in  windy  weather,  to  be  scattered  about  the  field 
‘  and  adjoining  road.  This  very  objectionable  state  of  affairs 
‘  should  be  prevented  by  having  the  papers  burned  at  the 
‘  time  of  deposit.  Several  ashpits  have  been  abolished  and 
‘  suitable  movable  receptacles  substituted  for  them.” 

Finedon  Urban. — “  I  have  had  no  complaints  with 
‘  regard  to  the  removal  of  house  refuse  by  the  Council’s 
‘  men.” 


Irthlingborough  Urban. — “The  scavenging  is,  in 
‘  my  opinion,  not  very  satisfactorily  done,  and  complaints 
‘  are  not  infrequent  of  ash  boxes  not  being  regularly  emptied. 
‘  Some  householders  have  not  yet  provided  a  receptacle, 
‘  and  the  ashes  and  house  refuse  are  allowed  to  accumulate 
‘  in  the  garden  and,  in  some  instances,  close  to  the  house. 
*  A  regulation,  issued  by  the  Inspector  with  your  consent, 
‘  that  no  vegetable  refuse  had  to  be  removed  by  the 
‘  scavengers  has  not  proved  quite  satisfactory.  It  has 
‘  failed,  I  think,  because  it  cannot  be  equally  applied  to  every 
‘  householder,  as  everyone  has  not  a  convenient  piece  of 
‘  garden  on  which  to  burn  or  bury  this  vegetable  waste. 
‘  Of  this  I  am  certain  that  since  the  regulation  came  into 
‘  force,  gardens,  and  more  particularly  the  part  nearest 
‘  the  back  door,  have  become  very  unsightly  by  being 
‘  littered  with  vegetable  refuse.  Decaying  vegetable  matter, 
‘  particularly  during  the  summer,  cannot  be  conducive  to 
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4  ‘  good  health.  In  my  opinion,  this  question  requires  your 
4t  further  consideration.  .  .  I  suggested  some  time  ago  that 
4  4  a  covered  sanitary  cart  should  be  provided  to  prevent  the 
‘ '  dust  and  ashes  blowing  about,  and  I  am  pleased  that  a 
“  water-proof  sheet  has  been  supplied  which,  to  a  great 
“  extent,  has  stopped  the  nuisance  of  which  I  complained.” 

Kettering  Urban. — “  The  Refuse  Destructor  has  again 
* 4  worked  well  throughout  the  year.  The  furnace  has  worked 
“  at  good  temperatures,  effecting  a  very  complete  destruction 
44  of  the  refuse  without  causing  any  nuisance.  4,762  loads 

*  ‘  of  house  refuse  and  449  loads  of  trade  refuse  have  been 
“  dealt  with,  and  the  residuum,  being  of  fairly  good  quality 
4  ‘  clinker,  has  been  very  useful  for  footway  work  throughout 
“  the  district  and  for  some  classes  of  road  work.” 

Oundle  Urban. — House  refuse  “is  removed  twice  a 

*  ‘  week,  your  cart  collecting  the  refuse  and  taking  it  to  the 
“sewage  farm.” 

Raunds  Urban. — “  The  collection  of  house-refuse  and 
4  4  night-soil  has  been  well  carried  out,  but  it  is  to  be  hoped 
4  4  that  before  the  end  of  this  year,  the  water-carriage  system 
4  4  will  be  general  throughout  the  District,  and  the  collection 
“  of  night-soil  will  be  a  thing  of  the  past.” 

Brackley  Rural. — “The  excrement  disposal  is  prac- 
4  4  tically  entirely  by  middens,  water  closets  and  cess-pools 

*  ‘  are  only  used  in  connection  with  the  larger  houses,  where 
‘  ‘  they  are  well  looked  after  and  attended  to.  House  refuse 
“  is  disposed  of  by  occupiers.” 

Brixworth  Rural. — Scavenging  is  done  once  a 
quarter  at  eighteen  of  the  villages  in  the  district. 

Gretton  Rural. — “  Early  in  February  a  general 
‘  ‘  system  of  scavenging  was  commenced  in  the  parish  of 
‘  ‘  Gretton.  As  a  result  of  this,  49  insanitary  pits  have  been 
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“  abolished  and  replaced  by  pans,  with  galvanised  iron 
‘  ‘  sanitary  dust-bins.  The  Sanitary  Inspector  advises  me 
“  that  he  hopes  to  deal  with  most  of  the  remaining  pits  in 

*  ‘  this  parish  during  the  course  of  the  current  year.  The 

*  ‘  sanitary  gain  to  the  village  is  considerable,  and  I  would 
* ‘  now  urge  you  to  extend  this  system  to  other  parishes, 
“  which  could  readily  combine  for  the  appointment  of  a 

*  ‘  scavenger.” 

Potterspury  Rural.  —  ‘  *  The  district  being  an 

*  ‘  agricultural  one,  the  refuse  is  generally  disposed  of  on  the 
**  land  or  in  the  gardens,  and  in  certain  places  removed  by 
“  the  public  scavenger.” 

Towcester  Rural. — “  House  refuse  is  removed  by 
‘  ‘  public  scavenger  once  a  week  in  Towcester,  and  in  other 
‘  ‘  parts  of  the  district  it  is  removed  and  disposed  of  by 
‘  ‘  occupiers.” 

Sewerage  and  Sewage  Disposal. 

Apart  from  the  reconstruction  of  the  large  sewage  dis¬ 
posal  works  of  the  Kettering  Urban  District,  which  have  been 
referred  to  already  earlier  in  this  Report,  a  good  many  im¬ 
portant  schemes  for  improvement  of  sewage  disposal  works 
have  been  put  in  hand  or  are  in  course  of  preparation.  Ex¬ 
tension  of  the  land  filtration  area  at  Desborough  has  been 
made,  and  other  works  for  increasing  the  efficiency  of  tanks 
and  filters  have  been  recommended.  At  Finedon  the  purity 
of  the  effluent  from  the  sewage  farm  was  most  unsatisfactory, 
and  it  will  be  necessary  for  alterations  to  be  made  in  the 
management  of  the  sewage  at  that  place.  Works  of  improve¬ 
ment  at  Raunds  and  Rushden  are  in  contemplation,  and 
several  minor  works  of  sewage  disposal  at  villages  in  the 
Rural  Districts  have  been  completed  during  the  year.  There 
is  on  the  whole  a  much  greater  readiness  displayed  in  efforts 
to  avoid  river  or  stream  pollution  by  sewage,  and  more 
attention  is  being  paid  to  the  ventilation  and  flushing  of 
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sewers.  In  this  last  connection,  difficulties  were  experienced 
at  times  during  the  year  owing  to  the  shortness  of  water 
supply  in  some  places,  but  in  general  the  sewers  were  well  and 
regularly  flushed.  The  following  extracts  from  the  Reports 
are  evidence  of  continuous  and  progressive  work  in  the 
direction  of  proper  disposal  of  sewage,  and  give  promise  of 
improving  conditions  in  many  localities. 

1 

Higham  Ferrers  Borough. — “The  sewage  farm  has 
‘  ‘  worked  well,  and  the  effluent  has  been  satisfactory  ;  but 
“  the  large  volume  of  storm  water  which  passes  through  the 
“  works  must  have  a  tendency,  in  the  future,  to  impair  the 
“  filtering  properties  of  the  beds.” 

Desborough  Urban. — “The  sewers  generally  are  in 
“good  condition.  In  November,  however,  it  was  found 
‘  *  necessary  to  scrape  the  sewer  in  Union-street,  where  the 
‘  ‘  fall  is  bad.  Such  scraping  would  probably  not  have  been 
“necessary  had  the  Automatic  Flusher  in  Rushton-road 
‘  ‘  been  working,  but  the  scarcity  of  water  forbade  its  use. 
“  Notwithstanding  this  water  famine  the  regular  and  effective 
“  flushing  of  the  sewers  was  maintained,  1,940  loads  of  water 
“  being  thus  utilised.  For  this  purpose  the  brook  running 
“  through  the  Co-operative  Estate  and  crossing  the  Rothwell 
‘  ‘  road  supplied  most  of  the  water,  which  was  conveyed  by 
“  the  cart  to  the  various  localities  as  required.  The  annual 
“  flushing  of  the  house-drains  of  the  district  by  the  men  of 
‘  ‘  the  Council  staff  unfortunately  had  to  be  abandoned,  as 
“  the  necessary  water  could  not  be  spared  from  the  mains. 
“  The  work  on  the  Sewage  Farm  has  continued  to  be  carried 
‘  '  out  in  a  satisfactory  manner,  no  fault  having  to  be  found 
“  with  the  state  of  the  effluent.  Land  to  the  extent  of  ij 
*  ‘  acres  has  been  suitably  prepared  for  the  treatment  of 
‘  *  sewage,  and  it  is  arranged  to  dig  and  level  a  further  portion 
“of  2 J  acres.  This  work  when  completed  will  extend  the 
‘  ‘  area  of  land  in  use  for  irrigation  purposes  to  a  total  of  6\ 
‘  ‘  acres.  The  tanks  and  filters  are  in  need  of  certain  repairs, 
“  and  the  latter  also  of  cleaning.  To  increase  the  working 
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“  capacity  of  the  filter  the  Surveyor  has  recommended  that 
“  a  proper  floor  and  ventilating  pipes  be  provided.  The 
“  construction  of  another  filter,  that  the  two  might  be  in  use 
“  alternately,  is  worthy  of  consideration.” 

Finedon  Urban. — “  The  sewerage  and  drainage  of  the 
“  town  is  on  the  whole  satisfactory.  The  sewers  have  been 
‘  ‘  regularly  flushed,  and  are  now  fairly  well  ventilated.  I 
‘ ‘  have  had  no  complaint  as  to  escape  of  sewer  gas  through 
“  the  manholes.  I  believe  that  the  County  Medical  Officer 
“  of  Health  has  not  on  all  occasions  been  satisfied  with  the 
“  purity  of  the  effluent  from  the  Sewage  Farm.  Steps  have 
“  been  taken  to  improve  the  same.” 

Irthlingborough  Urban. — “Very  few  sewer  connec- 
“  tions  now  remain  to  be  done,  and  these  should  receive 
‘  ‘  your  attention.  The  sewers  have  been  periodically  flushed 
“  by  means  of  the  water-cart.” 

Kettering  Urban. — “  The  new  works  that  have  been 
“  in  hand  for  some  time  have  been  completed  during  the  year 
“  and  are  now  in  full  working  order.  They  are  largely 
“  automatic  in  their  action,  the  sewage  flowing  by  gravitation 
“  through  a  series  of  Detritus  and  Septic  Tanks  on  to  Per- 
“  eolation  Filtering  Beds  7,600  yards  in  extent, -and  7  ft. 
“  6  ins.  in  depth.  The  tank  effluent  is  uniformly  and  auto- 
“  matically  distributed  over  these  beds  by  means  of  special 
‘  ‘  travelling  distributors,  and  the  effluent,  still  by  gravitation, 
‘  ‘  passes  from  there  into  the  brook.  The  various  parts  of 
“  the  work  were  brought  into  operation  as  completed,  and 
“  everything  at  the  present  time  is  working  well.  A  good, 
“many  samples  of  effluent  have  been  taken  from  time  to 
“  time,  and  these  have  been  free  from  smell  and  proved  to 
‘  ‘  be  non-putrefactive  on  keeping.  The  new  method  of  sludge 
“  disposal  by  pumping  on  to  the  land  into  grips  prepared  to 
‘  ‘  receive  it,  and  then  covering  the  same  over  when  sufficiently 
“  dry  with  excavated  material,  has  also  proved  satisfactory, 
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“  the  works  being  kept  entirely  free  from  large  accumulations 
"  of  sludge  which  previously  were  very  difficult  to  deal  with.” 

Raunds  Urban. — “  The  effluent  from  the  sewage  farm 
‘  *  during  the  year  has  been  satisfactory,  but  the  land  is  over- 
“  worked,  and  unless  something  is  done  to  deal  with  the 
“excess,  especially  seeing  that  there  will  be  more  sewage 
‘  ‘  finding  its  way  to  the  works  now  that  the  town  possesses  a 
‘  *  proper  water  supply  and  that  the  water-carriage  system 
* 1  is  being  greatly  extended,  the  effluent  will  not  long  continue 
“to  be  satisfactory.  The  Surveyor,  Mr.  Yorke,  has  been 
“instructed  by  the  Sanitary  Committee  to  report  to  them 
“  on  the  matter,  and  I  hope  that  during  the  coming  year  the 
‘  *  Council  will  be  able  to  carry  out  further  work  at  the  Sewage 
‘  ‘  Disposal  Works,  his  report  being  now  in  hand  and  about 
“to  be  presented.” 

Rothwell  Urban. — “The  filter  beds  are  in  good 
“  working  order.” 

Rushden  Urban. — “  The  great  majority  of  pail  closets 
‘  ‘  have  been  abolished,  and,  with  the  necessary  addition  of 
‘  ‘  a  large  number  of  water-closets,  great  pressure  has  been 
‘  ‘  brought  to  bear  upon  the  limited  capacities  at  the  sewage 
“farm,  and  a  new  sewage  purification  scheme  is  under 
“  consideration.” 

Brackley  Rural. — “  The  settling  tanks  at  King’s 
Sutton  are  to  be  more  frequently  emptied,  and  a  different 
“  arrangement  is  to  be  carried  out  below  the  village  of  Cul- 
“  worth.” 

Brixworth  Rural. —  “  Twenty-two  parishes  have  sewers 
‘  ‘  which  are  in  fair  order.  There  are  twenty-six  filtration 
‘  ‘  areas  and  two  septic  tanks  with  filters  :  two  with  septic 
‘  ‘  tanks  only.  About  thirty  acres  of  land  are  laid  out  for 
“  filtration  purposes  in  the  various  parishes.” 
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Crick  Rural. —  “  A  new  length  of  drains  has  been  laid 
“  at  the  north  end  of  Crick  village,  and  a  new  outfall  area 
“  provided.  A  short  length  of  drain  has  been  laid  at  Lil- 
“  bourne.” 

Daventry  Rural. — “The  Weedon  Sewage  Scheme 
“  still  drags  slowly  along.  A  Local  Government  Board  In- 
€  1  quiry  was  held  on  February  the  9th,  for  the  sanction  to 
*  ‘  borrow  £8,250  to  carry  out  the  works  ;  this  we  hoped 
“  would  be  quickly  approved  of,  and  especially  so  after  some 
“  alterations  had  been  made,  but  unfortunately  the  War 
“  Office  stepped  in  towards  the  end  of  the  year,  and  found 
‘  ‘  fault  with  the  scheme,  and  the  whole  matter  is  now  delayed. 
“  Why  the  War  Office  should  have  waited  all  these  months, 
“  when  their  representative  saw  all  the  plans  last  February 
“  9th,  is  somewhat  difficult  to  understand.  The  Winwick 
“  Sewage  Scheme  is  finished,  with  the  exception  of  a  few 
“  connections  and  a  small  sewer  along  one  road.  The 
“  Staverton  Sewage  Scheme  is  practically  completed,  except 
“  for  the  house  connections  which  have  still  to  be  made.” 

Gretton  Rural. — “  During  the  year  considerable 
‘  ‘  improvements  were  effected  in  the  drainage  of  Rockingham 
“  and  Wakerley,  and  extensions  of  properly  jointed  sewers 
“  are,  I  take  it,  intended  in  Harringworth  and  Gretton.” 

Hardingstone  Rural. — “  The  sewage  schemes  for  the 
‘  *  most  part  have  worked  very  satisfactorily,  and  there  have 
“  been  only  two  complaints.  At  Hardingstone  the  effluent 
“  from  a  farmhouse  entered  the  sewer  without  going  over 
‘  ‘  the  sewage  bed,  and  consequently  untreated  ;  this  has 
“  now  been  rectified.  At  Yardley  Hastings  in  times  of  flood 
“  the  foul  water  entered  the  brook  by  means  of  an  overflow 
“  without  being  pumped  over  the  sewage  farm.  Orders 
“  have  been  given  for  this  to  be  remedied.” 

\ 

Kettering  Rural. — At  Burton  Latimer,  “  the  effluent 
“  from  the  sewage  is  good,”  and  at  Geddington  “  the  septic 
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“  tank  has  been  cleaned  out,  and  the  effluent  is  improving/' 
A  scheme  for  sewage  disposal  at  Pytchley  has  been  prepared 
‘  ‘  and  the  work  will  be  carried  out  as  soon  as  the  necessary 
‘  ‘  sanction  of  the  Local  Government  Board  has  been  obtained/' 
At  Thorpe  Malsor,  “the  new  septic  tank  is  finished/’  and  at 
Rushton  “  a  new  length  of  sewer  has  been  laid  near  the 
“  church  in  connection  with  the  main  drain  of  the  village.” 

Northampton  Rural. — “The  sewage  schemes  in  the 
*!  various  villages  where  they  have  been  installed  have  been 
“  kept  in  good  working  order  during  the  year,  and  there 
“  have  been  no  complaints.  Now  that  the  high  ventilators 
‘  ‘  have  been  erected  at  Duston  there  have  been  no  nuisances 
“  arising  from  smells  in  this  village,  which  was  formerly 
“  frequently  the  case.” 

Oxendon  Rural. — “The  method  of  dealing  with  the 
‘  ‘  sewage  is,  in  the  main  by  means  of  settling  tanks  ;  these  are 
*  ‘  inspected  frequently  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector,  and  are 
“  cleaned  out  monthly  or  quarterly  as  required.  .  .  At  Clips- 
“  ton  two  additional  ventilating  shafts  have  been  fixed  to  the 
‘  ‘  sewers.  At  Sibbertoft  the  old  and  inadequate  sewage  tanks 
‘  ‘  have  been  abolished,  and  an  entirely  fresh  system  of  tanks  has 
“  been  built  some  distance  further  from  the  village.  This  is 
“  working  most  satisfactorily,  the  effluent  being  particularly 
“  clear  ;  considerable  difficulty  had  to  be  overcome  in  this 
“  connection,  as  several  springs  were  encountered  in  laying 
“  the  pipes,  which  had  to  be  diverted  into  the  pipes  them- 
‘  ‘  selves.  At  Sulby  new  sewage  works  have  been  carried  out 
“  with  improved  filter  beds.” 

“  Thrapston  Rural. — “  A  new  sewer  has  been  laid 
“  down  in  Brigstock,  almost  through  the  centre  of  the  village, 
‘  ‘  with  a  septic  tank  at  the  lower  end.  The  old  stone  sewer, 
‘  *  which  often  got  blocked  up,  has  been  done  away  with.  .  . 
‘  ‘  The  village  of  Chelveston  has  been  sewered  throughout  and 
“  a  septic*  tank  and  two  filter  beds  constructed  ;  practically 
“  every  house  in  the  village  has  been  connected  with  the  new 
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‘  ‘  sewers.  This  work  does  away  with  the  filthy  brook  which 
„  “  used  to  run  down  the  place.  A  new  sewer  has  been  laid 
“  down  in  Denford,  from  the  septic  tank  near  Ford  to  the 
“  top  end  of  the  village,  in  order  to  connect  all  the  house 

*  ‘  drains  which  used  to  run  into  the  river  by  the  brook.  This 
“  brook  was  stated  to  be  a  source  of  river  pollution.  The 
‘  ‘  village  of  Islip  has  had  extensive  lengths  of  new  sewers 

*  ‘  laid  down  at  the  top  end  of  the  village,  and  also  a  new 
‘  ‘  sewer  with  septic  tank  and  filter  bed  at  the  bottom  end 

*  ‘  near  the  bridge  to  deal  with  13  houses  which  used  to  drain 
‘  ‘  into  the  river.  .  .  A  new  septic  tank  has  been  constructed 
“  at  Twywell  which  will  be  a  great  improvement.” 

Wellingborough  Rural. — “  The  sewage  farm  at  Little 
“  Irchester  in  April  last  was  completely  water-logged  on 
‘  ‘  account  of  the  refuse  from  the  Leather  Works.  The  owners 
“  are  under  notice  to  provide  a  scheme  for  themselves.  In 
“  May,  the  river  Nene  was  polluted  from  the  influx  of  waste 
“water  from  the  Leather  Works  at  Little  Irchester.  This 
“  was  rectified  at  once.  In  July  the  river  at  Earls  Barton 
“  was  seriously  polluted  with  sewage  from  the  Northampton 
“  sewage  farm,  and  the  Mill  completely  blocked  with  sewage 
“  and  dead  fish.  I  examined  some  water  and  found  it  un- 
‘  ‘  diluted  sewage.  .  .  The  sewage  farms  at  Isham,  Harrowden, 
“  Ecton,  Earls  Barton,  Irchester,  and  Mears  Ashby,  are  in 
“  a  satisfactory  condition.  The  one  at  Wilby  is  only  just 

*  ‘  completed  and  in  use.  The  outfalls  at  Sywell,  Doddington, 
“  Grendon,  Hardwick,  Great  Harrowden,  and  Bozeat,  are 
“  satisfactory.” 


Lodging  Houses. 

There  is  not  much  to  observe  with  regard  to  the  common 
lodging-houses  in  the  County,  except  to  say  that  they  are  but 
few  in  number,  and  that  they  seem  to  have  received  regular 
and  careful  attention  in  the  districts  where  they  are  situated. 
From  the  following  extracts,  it  is  evident  that  they  have  been 
kept  under  proper  supervision  : — 
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Kettering  Urban.  —  With  regard  to  the  single 
common  lodging-house  in  the  town,  “  throughout  the  year 
“  this  house  has  been  conducted  satisfactorily.” 

Wellingborough  Urban.— '‘The  lodging-houses  have 
“  been  frequently  inspected  and  found  satisfactory  after 
“  improvements  ordered,  and  all  are  registered.” 

Potterspury  Rural. — The  lodging  house  has  been 
‘  ‘  regularly  inspected,  and  there  was  no  complaint  in  regard 
“  to  it.” 

Towcester  Rural.—"  There  are  two  registered  lodging- 
‘  ‘  houses  in  Towcester,  and  they  have  been  visited  unex- 
‘ ‘  pectedlv  at  various  times  and  found  satisfactory.” 

Slaughter  Houses. 

The  supervision  of  slaughter-houses  in  the  County 
apparently  continues  to  be  of  a  systematic  nature,  and  it  is 
satisfactory  to  learn  that  in  some  of  the  districts  regular  visits 
are  paid  during  slaughtering  so  that  the  quality  of  the  carcases 
may  be  noted  at  the  time.  There  is  distinct  evidence  of 
endeavour  to  discover  tuberculous  meat  before  it  has  been 
put  upon  the  market,  and  such  vigilance  must  tend  towards 
greater  care  in  the  preparation  for  sale.  The  very  nature  of  the 
business  of  slaughtering  is  such  as  to  make  it  most  necessary 
that  structural  flaws  and  defects  in  the  premises  should  be 
immediately  rectified.,  and  it  is  worthy  of  note  that  greater 
care  in  this  respect  appears  to  have  been  exercised  during  the 
past  year,  as  judged  by  the  following  extracts  from  the 
Reports 

Brackley  Borough. — ‘  ‘  No  special  arrangements  have 
“  been  made  for  the  inspection  of  meat.  There  are  four 
‘  ‘  slaughter-houses  ;  these  are  inspected  from  time  to  time 
‘  ‘  by  myself  and  the  Inspector  of  Nuisances  in  the  course  of 
“  our  ordinary  rounds  of  inspection,  they  are  not  visited  at 
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‘  ‘  the  time  of  slaughtering.  There  is  no  inspector  with  a 
“  special  certificate  in  meat  inspection.  One  case  of  tuber- 
“  culosis  was  found,  and  the  carcase  of  the  animal — an  ox — 
‘  ‘  was  destroyed.  The  sanitary  condition  of  the  slaughter¬ 
-houses  was  satisfactory.” 

Hicham  Ferrers  Borough. — “The  slaughter-houses 
“  have  been  inspected  and  found  in  a  clean  and  satisfactory 
‘  ‘  state.  I  am  glad  to  be  able  to  report  that  the  Sanitary  Officer 
‘  ‘  has  been  authorised  to  visit  them  at  the  times  of  slaughter- 
‘  ‘  ing,  so  that,  in  the  future,  the  carcases  will  be  inspected  before 

-  being  dressed.  This  is,  I  consider,  an  important  matter, 
‘  ‘  as  evidences  of  disease  are  more  easily  detected  in  the  whole 
“  carcase  than  when  it  has  been  dressed  ready  for  sale. 

‘  ‘  Although  the  Sanitary  Officer  has  not  yet  obtained  his 
“  certificate  in  meat  inspection  he  is  taking  the  necessary 
‘  ‘  steps  to  do  so,  and  hopes  very  shortly  to  become  properly 
“  qualified  in  this  important  branch  of  work.” 

Desborough  Urban. — “  There  are  three  slaughter- 
*  ‘  houses  in  the  district  all  of  which  have  been  periodically 
“  inspected.  One  of  these  called  for  the  constant  attention 
‘  ‘  of  your  Inspector,  as  in  view  of  its  position,  accommodation, 
“  and  general  structure,  a  nuisance  tends  to  arise  owing  to 
“  the  large  amount  of  work  therein  carried  on.” 

Finedon  Urban. — “  The  slaughter-houses  have  been 

-  regularly  inspected.” 

Irthlingborough  Urban.  —  The  Sanitary  Inspector 
says,  “slaughter-houses  are  in  a  cleanly  and  satisfactory 
‘  ‘  condition.  An  additional  one  has  been  opened  during 
“  the  year.” 

Kettering  Urban. — Slaughter-houses  “have  been  in- 
“  spected  from  time  to  time  by  your  officers,  and  have  been 
“  found  satisfactory.” 
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Oundle  Urban. —  “  These  have  been  regularly  inspected 
“  and  found  clean  and  in  good  order.” 

Raunds  Urban. — The  slaughter-houses  are  reported 
as  having  been  well  kept. 

Rothwell  Urban. — “These  have  been  visited  from 
“  time  to  time,  and  found  in  a  satisfactory  condition.” 

Rushden  Urban. — “Ail  the  slaughter-houses  are 
“  regularly  inspected,  and  the  meat  examined  at  the  time  of 
“  slaughtering.” 

Wellingborough  Urban. — ‘  ‘  The  slaughter-houses  have 
“  been  regularly  and  carefully  inspected,  and  any  defects 
“  found,  want  of  lime-washing  and  cleansing,  &c.,  have  been 
“  properly  remedied.” 

Brackley  Rural. — “  All  the  slaughter-houses  have 
‘  ‘  been  inspected,  and  these  are  now,  with  one  or  two  ex- 
“  ceptions  which  I  propose  to  see  remedied,  in  very  good 
“condition  as  regards  structure  and  cleanliness.” 

Brixworth  Rural. — “The  whole  have  been  visited; 
“  four  have- been  reported  ;  notices  served  and  carried  out.” 

Crick  Rural. — The  Sanitary  Inspector  reports  thus  : — 
“  A  licence  has  been  granted  for  the  use  of  premises  as  a 
“  slaughter-house  at  Yelvertoft.  There  are  now  7  slaughter¬ 
houses  in  use  in  the  district,  to  which  frequent  visits 
“  have  been  paid.  With  one  exception  each  of  the  premises 
have  been  kept  in  good  order,  and  limewashed  every  three 
‘ ‘  months.” 

Daventry  Rural. — “Visits  have  been  paid  to  the 
“slaughter-houses  and  a  careful  watch  kept  upon  the  sale 
“  of  meat.” 
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Hardingstone  Rural. — “  There  are  9  slaughter-houses 
“  in  the  district  which  are  regularly  inspected,  occasionally 
“  at  the  time  of  slaughtering;  but  the  Sanitary  Inspector 
“  does  not  hold  a  special  certificate.  He  also  keeps  an  eye 
‘  ‘  on  the  travelling  butcher  vans.  He  reports  that  the  animals 
‘  *  slaughtered  are  all  healthy,  and  up  to  the  present  no 
“  tuberculous  carcases  have  been  discovered.” 

Kettering  Rural. — “  There  are  16  slaughter-houses 
“  in  the  district.  We  have  no  special  Meat  Inspector,  but 
‘  ‘  as  these  slaughter-houses  are  scattered  over  a  large  area 
“  of  country,  and  often  only  one  animal  is  slaughtered  at 
“  a  time,  it  would  be  practically  impossible  for  him  to  see 
“  each  carcase.” 

Middleton  Cheney  Rural. — Slaughter-houses  ‘  ‘  have 
“  all  been  inspected  regularly  and  found  fairly  satisfactory.” 

Northampton  Rural. — “  There  are  seven  in  the  dis- 
“  trict,  which  are  regularly  visited,  sometimes  at  the  time 
“  of  slaughtering,  and  they  are  all  well  drained  and  in  good 
“  order.  No  tuberculous  carcases  have  been  reported.” 
The  New  Sanitary  Inspector  is  specially  qualified  for  the 
inspection  of  meat. 

Oundle  Rural.  —  Slaughter  -  houses  *  ‘  have  been 
“  regularly  inspected  and  found  satisfactory.” 

Oxendon  Rural.  —  Slaughter  -  houses  *  ‘  have  been 
“  regularly  inspected  and  are  in  good  order.” 

Thrapston  Rural. — The  Sanitary  Inspector  reports, 
the  16  slaughter-houses  have  been  visited,  and  I  found  them 
“  in  a  satisfactory  state.” 

Towcester  Rural. — “The  nineteen  slaughter-houses 
‘  ‘  in  the  district  have  each  been  visited  twice  in  the  year  and 
“  found  in  order  ;  the  .Sanitary  Inspector  states  that  he  has 
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“  occasionally  visited  them  at  times  of  slaughtering.  The 
“  Inspector  has  not  a  certificate  in  Meat  Inspection.” 

Dairies,  Cowsheds,  and  Milkshops. 

The  inspection  of  dairies,  cowsheds,  and  milkshops  seems 
to  have  been  efficiently  carried  out,  and  it  is  satisfactory  to 
note  that  in  several  of  the  districts  special  arrangements  have 
been  made  for  the  veterinary  inspection  of  dairy  cattle.  I 
very  much  regret,  however  that  the  efforts  of  the  Welling¬ 
borough  Urban  District  Council  to  bring  about  the  formation 
of  a  Joint  Committee  for  their’s  and  the  neighbouring  Rural 
District,  together  with  the  Urban  Districts  of  Finedon, 
Irthlingborough,  and  the  Borough  of  Higham  Ferrers  to  work 
on  the  same  lines  as  the  Kettering,  etc.,  Joint  Committee, 
did  not  meet  with  success.  The  Borough  of  Higham  Ferrers 
has  recognised,  however,  the  necessity  for  the  veterinary 
inspection  of  dairy  cows,  and  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
for  the  Irthlingborough  Urban  District  repeats  his  recom¬ 
mendation  that  such  inspection  should  be  instituted.  The 
veterinary  inspection  of  dairy  cows  is  carried  out  quarterly 
in  the  Rushden  Urban  District.  As  in  previous  years,  Mr. 
Trevor  Spencer,  the  Veterinary  Inspector  to  the  Kettering, 
etc.,  Joint  Committee,  contributes  a  valuable  report  on  his 
inspections  of  premises,  and  as  to  the  condition  of  the  udders 
of  3,246  milking  cows  ;  this  is  the  largest  number  of  cows 
examined  in  the  six  years  1904  to  1909  inclusive.  It  is  pleasing 
to  observe  that  the  percentage  of  bad  or  unsatisfactory  cow¬ 
sheds  inspected  by  Mr.  Spencer  is  less  than  for  any  one  of  the 
preceding  five  years  ;  but  the  fact  that  he  found  0.73  per  cent, 
of  abnormal  udders  secreting  harmful  milk  is  evidence  of  the 
importance  of  the  regular  inspection  of  dairy  cows.  I  hope 
that  this  subject  will  receive  more  consideration  in  the  near 
future,  and  that  the  veterinary  examination  of  milch  cows 
will  be  more  generally  established  throughout  the  county  at 
an  early  date. 

Brackley  Borough. — In  regard  to  Dairies  and  Cow- 
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sheds,  “  there  are  six  registered,  all  of  which  are  in  a  satis- 
‘  ‘  factory  condition  with  the  exception  of  one  which  has  been 
“  reported  to  you  as  requiring  a  new  floor.” 

Higham  Ferrers  Borough. — “  I  have  inspected  the 
‘  ‘  dairies  and  cowsheds,  and  have  found  them  in  a  most 
‘  ‘  satisfactory  condition.  I  am  pleased  to  report  that  Mr. 

‘  ‘  Bainbridge  has  been  appointed  Veterinary  Inspector  of 
‘  ‘  dairy  cows,  beginning  in  January,  1910.  I  attach  the  great- 
‘  ‘  est  importance  to  this  appointment  in  view  of  the  fact  that 
‘ ‘  milk  from  tuberculous  cows  is  a  great  source  of  danger  to 
“  the  community.” 

Desborough  Urban. — “The  Dairies,  Cowsheds,  and 
‘  *  milkshops  have  been  visited  from  time  to  time,  and  as 
‘  ‘  regards  cleanliness,  ventilation,  and  lighting,  generally 
‘  ‘  found  satisfactory.  The  only  cases  which  required  the 
“  intervention  of  your  Inspectors  were  two  pertaining  to  the 
“  accumulation  of  manure,  and  three  to  the  necessity  for 
‘  ‘  lime-washing.  It  affords  me  very  great  pleasure  to  be  able 
“  to  refer  to  the  excellent  dairy,  conforming  to  all  modern 
“  requirements,  erected  during  the  year  by  the  Co-operative 
“  Society.” 

Finedon  Urban. — “The  Dairies  have  been  regularly 
‘  ‘  inspected.  .  .  The  milk  supply,  which  is  wholly  local, 
‘  ‘  has  been  good,  and  I  have  had  no  complaints  as  to  the 
“  quality  of  the  same.” 

Irthlingborough  Urban. —  “  I  suggested  in  my  report 
‘  ‘  last  year  that,  owing  to  the  transmissibilit}/  of  consumption 
‘  ‘  by  milk  and  meat,  a  veterinary  surgeon  should  be  appointed 
‘  ‘  to  inspect  periodically  all  the  dairy  cows  in  the  district. 
“This  matter  has  not  yet  received  your  consideration.” 
The  Sanitary  Inspector  adds,  with  regard  to  the  Dairies, 
Cowsheds,  and  Milkshops,  that  “  all  have  been  visited  and 
“  inspected  and  have  been  found  satisfactory,  with  the  ex- 
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“  ception  of  the  Cowsheds  in  the  occupation  of  one  owner. 

“  These  are  now  receiving  attention.” 

Kettering  Urban. — “  As  in  former  years  the  Dairies, 
“  Cowsheds,  &c.,  in  the  District  have  been  regularly  inspected. 
“  .  .  .  I  am  pleased  to  state  that  no  case  of  illness  during 
“  1909  is  attributable  to  the  milk  supply.  There  are  90  milk 
‘  ‘  sellers  in  Kettering.  The  Report  of  the  Inspector  of 
‘  ‘  Nuisances  on  the  condition  of  the  shops  and  houses  .  .  is 
‘  *  satisfactory.”  The  following  is  the  Report  of  the  Veterinary 
Inspector  to  the  Joint  Committee  of  the  Urban  and  Rural 
Districts  of  Kettering,  and  of  the  Urban  Districts  of  Des- 
borough  and  Rothwell,  re  Dairies  and  Cowsheds  : — 

‘ 1  I  have  the  honour  to  report  that  during  the  past  year 
“  I  have  made  inspection  of  premises  occupied  by  registered 
“  cow  keepers,  to  the  number  of  349,  and  an  individual 
“  examination  with  especial  regard  to  the  condition  of  their 
“udders,  of  3246  milking  cows.  With  reference  to  the 
“sanitary  state  of  the  cowsheds  inspected  the  following 
‘  ‘  conditions  were  found  to  prevail : — Good  or  Satisfactory 
“  in  321  cases  ;  unsatisfactory  or  bad  in  28  cases  ;  total  349. 
“  It  will  be  seen,  therefore,  that  the  sanitary  condition  of  the 
“  cowsheds  in  the  period  covered  by  the  Report  was  un¬ 
satisfactory  or  bad  in  8.02  cases  per  cent.  A  separate 
“  inspection  of  every  cow  contributing  to  the  public  milk 
‘  ‘  supply  and  with  especial  regard  to  the  condition  of  its 
‘  ‘  udder,  has  been  made  with  the  following  results  : — Number 
“of  Cows  inspected,  3246;  number  of  abnormal  udders, 
“  no  or  3.38%.  Of  these  deranged  udders  24  or  73%  were 
“  in  a  condition  calculated  to  render  the  milk  harmful  to 
“  persons  consuming  it  in  an  uncooked  state,  the  remaining 
“86  or  2.64%  being  cases  of  atrophied  quarters  or  other 
“  abnormalities,  which  would  not  affect  the  quality  of  the 
“milk.  During  the  year,  and  on  many  previous  occasions, 
“  my  attention  has  been  called  by  milk  consumers  to  the  fact 
that  dairymen  often  have  in  their  possession  cows  which 
are  affected  with  tumours,  or  as  they  are  popularly  termed 
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‘  ‘  ‘cancers/  in  the  region  of  the  throat  or  jaws,  and  complaining 
‘  ‘  that  milk  from  these  animals  is  allowed  to  be  sold  for  public 
“  consumption.  It  is  perfectly  true  that  a  number  of  the 
“  dairy  stock  in  this,  and  most  other  districts,  are  affected 

*  ‘  with  these  tumours,  but  I  should  like  to  take  this  oppor- 
‘  ‘  tunity  of  saying  that  they  are  not  cancers  at  all,  but  simply 
“  actinomycotic  growths,  due  to  a  fungus  which  grows  on 
“  certain  plants  and  particularly  on  the  awns  of  barley. 
“  The  effect  on  cattle  consuming  grain  so  affected  may  be 
“  to  cause  a  tumour  at  or  near  the  point  of  inoculation, 
‘  ‘  but  the  disease  is  purely  local,  cannot  be  transmitted  from 
“  one  animal  to  another,  or  from  animal  to  man,  and  has  no 
“  effect  whatever  upon  the  milk — or  upon  the  meat  either, 

*  ‘  provided  the  diseased  portion  be  cut  away.  Of  the  28 
“  cowsheds,  the  state  of  which  was-  bad  or  unsatisfactory, 
‘  ‘  the  conditions  met  with  were  as  follows  : — General  sanitary 
“arrangements  bad  in  8  cases;  insufficient  attention  to 
“general  cleanliness,  17  cases;  accumulation  of  manure 
“  in  too  close  proximity  to  sheds,  3  cases  ;  of  the  24  cases  of 
“  udder  disease,  the  Milk  from  which  was  unfit  for  human 
“  consumption,  8  of  these  were  due  to  acute  Mastitis,  2  to 
“  acute  suppurative  Mastitis,  one  to  blood  contamination, 
‘  ‘  and  13  to  inauration  of  the  gland,  suggestive  of  the  existence 
‘  ‘  of  Tubercular  disease  of  the  udder.  At  one  dairy,  eighteen 
“  of  the  twenty-eight  cows  were  found  to  be  in  extremely 
“  low  condition,  and  a  sample  of  milk  from  the  more  pro- 
“  nounced  cases  was  sent  for  bacteriological  examination 
“  to  the  Clinical  Research  Association,  whose  report  stated 
“  that  no  Tubercle  organisms  were  found  therein.  In  all, 
“  samples  of  milk  from  24  cases  of  udder  derangement  have 
“  been  sent  to  the  Clinical  Research  Association  (London) 
“  for  bacteriological  examination  ;  in  21  of  these  cases  the 
“  milk  was  reported  as  being  unfit  for  human  use,  but  in  no 
“  case  were  Tubercle  bacilli  found  to  be  present.  I  beg  to 
“  append  a  tabulated  summary  of  this  report  for  1909  by  the 
‘  ‘  side  of  those  for  the  five  previous  years  : — 
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Oundle  Urban. — “  These  have  been  regularly  inspected 
‘  ‘  and  found  clean  and  in  good  order.  .  .  There  is  no  public 
“  veterinary  examination  made  of  the  cows  ;  but  the  very 
‘  *  few  cases  of  tubercle  in  the  town  leads  one  to  infer  that 
“  the  cows  are  healthy  and  well  kept,  and  not  a  source  of 
“  tubercular  infection.” 

Raunds  Urban. — “  Milk-shops  and  cow-sheds  were 
“  fairly  well  kept.” 

Rushden  Urban. — “  All  the  milch  cows  at  the  farms 
“  in  the  district  are  regularly  inspected  by  the  Veterinary 
“  Surgeon,”  and  from  the  summary  of  his  reports  it  appears 
that  all  were  inspected  quarterly.  It  appears  also  that 
ii  atrophied  udders  were  found  through  these  inspections. 
“  All  the  Dairies,  cowsheds,  and  milkshops  are  also  regularly 
“  inspected.” 
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Wellingborough  Urban. — “  The  dairies,  cowsheds, 
“  and  milkshops  have  been  regularly  inspected,  and  all 
“  defects  found  have  been  remedied.  Proper  milk  cans  with 
4 4  lids  have  been  ordered  for  purity  and  cleanliness.’ ’ 

Brackley  Rural. — “The  dairies  and  cowsheds  have 
44  all  been  inspected,  and  are  nearly  all  in  a  perfectly  satis¬ 
factory  state.  The  main  difficulty  appears  to  be  in  the 
44  matter  of  keeping  the  floors  clean.” 

Brixworth  Rural. — “The  whole  have  been  visited 
4 4  and  inspected.  Five  cases  have  been  reported,  and  notices 
“  served  and  carried  out.” 

Crick  Rural. — The  Sanitary  Inspector  says,  ‘  ‘  The 
“  dairies  and  cowsheds  have  been  inspected  and  generally 
4  4  found  fairly  well  kept.  The  periodical  limewashing  of 
“  cowhouses  has  been  well  maintained.  The  number  of 
“  persons  now  registered  is  u.” 

Daventry  Rural. — “  Close  watch  has  been  kept  during 
4  4  the  year  on  the  Dairies,  Cowsheds,  and  Milk-shops  through- 
‘  4  out  the  District,  and  where  any  defects  were  discovered 
4  4  they  were  at  once  taken  in  band  and  the  matter  put  right.” 

Hardingstone  Rural. — The  29  dairies  in  the  district 
are  said  to  be  in  a  satisfactory  condition.  “  They  are  not, 
4  4  however,  visited  by  a  veterinary  surgeon,  and  no  tuber- 
“  culous  cows  have  been  detected.” 

Middleton  Cheney  Rural. — “  I  have  systematically 
4  4  visited  all  the  cowsheds  and  dairies  in  the  District,  and 
4  4  observe  that  in  many  cases  new  flooring  and  proper  ven- 
“  tilation  have  been  established  in  them.  At  the  same 
“  time  this  question  leaves  considerable  room  for  improve- 
4  4  ment,  although  it  is  satisfactory  to  note  that  efforts  are 
44  made  both  by  landlords  and  tenants  to  conform  with 
44  existing  regulations,  and  only  in  one  case  will  it  probably 
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“  be  necessary  to.  condemn  the  premises  as  unfit  for  this 
*  *  purpose.” 

Northampton  Rural. — “  The  dairies  are  regularly 
“  inspected  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector,  and  any  suggestions 
“  we  make  are  at  once  acted  on.  No  milk  is  sent  to  London, 
“  and  we  have  experienced  no  difficulty  in  carrying  out  the 
“Act.  The  cows,  however,  in  this  district  have  not  been 
‘  ‘  inspected  by  a  Veterinary  Surgeon,  and  no  tuberculous 
“animals  have  been  discovered.” 

Oundle  Rural. — “  The  dairies  and  cowsheds  have 
“  been  regularly  inspected  twice  a  year.  Cowsheds  at  Stoke 
“  were  reported  as  not  being  in  accordance  with  your  bye- 
“  laws.  A  special  inspection  was  made  and  several  altera- 
“  tions  were  promised.  I  suggest  that  your  Inspector  be 
“  directed  to  again  specially  report  on  this  case.  All  the 
“  other  cowsheds  are  stated  to  be  satisfactory.” 

Oxendon  Rural. — Dairies  and  cow-keepers’  premises 
“  have  been  regularly  inspected,  and  are  in  good  order.” 

Potterspury  Rural.  — The  Dairies  and  cowsheds 
were  regularly  inspected,  and  there  were  no  complaints  in 
regard  to  them. 

Thrapston  Rural. — The  Sanitary  Inspector  reports, 
‘  ‘  the  registered  cowsheds  in  the  District  have  been  regularly 
“  inspected  and  have  been  fairly  well  kept  during  the  year  ; 
“  one  has  been  pulled  down  and  a  new  one  erected.” 

Towcester  Rural. —  “  The  dairies,  cowsheds,  and  milk- 
‘  ‘  shops  (42  in  number)  have  each  been  visited  twice  during 
‘  ‘  the  year  and  found  to  be  kept  in  accordance  with  the 
“  regulations  made  and  passed  by  the  Rural  District  Council 
“  in  1906.” 


Wellingborough  Rural. —  “  All  dairies  and  cowsheds 


*  *  have  been  regularly  inspected,  and  several  improvements 
“  carried  out.” 

Factories  and  Workshops  (Bakehouses). 

There  appears  to  be  no  falling  off  in  the  energy  and  sys¬ 
tematic  manner  in  which  the  inspection  of  workplaces  through¬ 
out  the  County  have  been  carried  out,  under  the  provisions 
of  the  Factory  and  Workshops  Act,  1901.  Here  and  there 
attention  has  been  called  to  insufficient  sanitary  accommoda¬ 
tion  for  workers  in  factories,  and  questions  of  ventilation  have 
had  to  be  considered  ;  but  there  would  seem  to  be  generally 
a  desire  on  the  part  of  manufacturers  in  this  county  to  meet 
the  requirements  to  which  their  attention  has  been  directed. 
The  bakehouses,  also,  appear  to  have  been  kept  in  a  satis¬ 
factory  condition,  and  there  are  very  few  underground 
bakehouses  in  the  county  ;  of  the  latter,  one  is  in  the  Kettering 
Urban  District,  and  two  are  in  the  Wellingborough  Urban 
District.  The  following  extracts  bear  out  these  conclusions 
in  greater  detail  : — 

Brackley  Borough. — “  There  are  15  workshops  on 
‘ f  the  register  ;  they  have  been  inspected  and  found  to  comply 
‘  ‘  with  the  conditions  of  the  Act.  Bakehouses  are  all  in 
“  excellent  condition.” 

Higham  Ferrers  Borough. — “  I  have  visited  the 
various  factories  and  have  found  their  sanitary  arrange- 
“  ments  adequate,  and  for  the  most  part  kept  in  a  cleanly 
‘  ‘  condition.  The  workshops  and  outworkers'  premises 
have  also  been  inspected  and  lists  of  homeworkers  supplied. 
“No  prosecutions  have  been  found  necessary,  as  any  defects 
which  have  been  pointed  out  have  been  remedied  at  once. 
“  The  bakehouses  have  been  inspected  and  found  in  a  satis¬ 
factory  condition.” 

Desborough  Urban. — “  In  the  district  there  are  nine 
‘  ‘  factories  of  which  six  are  devoted  to  the  making  of  shoes, 


“  two  of  corsets,  and  one  of  cardboard  boxes.  The  work- 
“  shops  number  25.”  In  the  factories,  the  sanitary  accom¬ 
modation  generally  needed  attention,  and  in  two  instances 
was  deficient.  ‘  *  There  are  seven  bakehouses  in  the  district 
‘  ‘  with  which  no  serious  faults  were  found  except  the  need 
“  of  occasional  limewashng,  always  promptly  attended  to.” 

Finedon  Urban. — “The  proper  lists  of  outworkers 
“have  been  received.  The  Factories  and  Workshops,  and 
“  Outworkers  premises  have  been  inspected,  and  it  has  not 
“  been  necessary  to  make  any  report  to  H.M.  Inspector  of 
“  Factories,  or  to  take  any  legal  steps  to  enforce  the  Act. 
“  Only  one  case  of  accident  has  been  reported  during  the 
“  year.  The  Bakehouses  have  been  regularly  inspected.” 

Irthlingborough  Urban.  —  “  Factories,  workshops, 
“  and  workplaces,  have  been  periodically  inspected  during 
‘  ‘  the  year  by  your  Inspector  and  myself,  and  little  cause  was 
“  found  for  complaint.  Two  new  factories  have  been  built 
“  during  the  year,  and  an  extension  made  to  another.  The 
“sanitary  arrangements  and  accommodation  are  excellent, 
“  and  are  in  conformity  with  the  standard  laid  down  by 
“  the  Council.  Ventilation,  in  some  factories,  is  not  attended 
“to  as  it  should  be.  Inlets  for  air  in  all  factories  should, 
“  if  possible,  be  so  arranged  that  no  one  could  interfere  with 
“  them.  .  .  Bakehouses  have  been  regularly  inspected  and 
“  found  very  satisfactory.  There  are  no  underground 
“  bakehouses.” 

Kettering  Urban. — “  Your  two  inspectors  have  carried 
“  out  their  duties  in  connection  with  the  Inspection  of 
“  Factories  and  Workshops  with  much  tact  and  zeal,  and  the 
‘  ‘  fact  that  no  prosecution  has  been  undertaken  in  1909  speaks 
“  well  for  the  hearty  co-operation  of  the  employers  of  labour 
“  in  the  town.”  Full  statistical  tables  are  given.  There  is 
one  underground  bakehouse,  and  “  the  premises  of  the  Ice 
“  Cream  makers  in  the  town  have  been  periodically  visited, 
“  and  found  to  be  in  order.” 


Oundle  Urban. — “  The  Workshops  have  been  inspected 
'  ‘  and  found  satisfactory  as  to  lighting,  ventilation,  and 
sanitary  accommodation.” 

Raunds  Urban.  —  Factories  and  Workshops  were 
‘  ‘  periodically  inspected,  and  where  defects  or  nuisances 
‘ ‘  have  arisen  they  have  been  promptly  dealt  with.  There 

*  ‘  has  been  less  work  given  out  to  out-workers  this  year  than 
‘  ‘  other  years.”  Bakehouses  are  reported  as  having  been 
well  kept. 

Rothwell  Urban. — “  There  are  no  underground  Bake- 
‘  ‘  houses  in  the  town.  All  the  factories,  and  as  many  of  the 

*  ‘  workshops  as  could  be  found,  have  been  inspected.  In 
‘  ‘  the  great  majority  of  cases  they  were  found  to  be  in  a  satis- 

*  ‘  factory  condition.  In  one  or  two  cases  the  sanitary 
“  accommodation  did  not  come  up  to  the  required  standard, 
“  and  steps  have  been  taken  to  have  the  defects  remedied.” 

Rushden  Urban. — “  There  are  172  factories  and  work- 
‘  ‘  shops  on  the  Register  and  these  have  been  regularly  in- 

*  ‘  spected.” 

» 

Wellingborough  Urban. — ‘‘The  requirements  of  the 
“  Factories  and  Workshops  Act  of  1901  have  been  attended 
‘  ‘  to  and  enforced.  Notices  have  been  served,  and  improve- 
“  ments,  &c.,  have  been  carried  out.  .  .  Bakehouses  have 
“  been  inspected.  .  .  There  are  two  underground  bakehouses.” 

Brackley  Rural. — “  I  have  inspected  the  bakehouses, 
4  ‘  and  found  them  in  a  satisfactory  condition.  There  is  only 
“  one  workshop  on  the  register,  and  that  only  comes  within 
‘  ‘  the  letter  of  the  Act.  It  has  been  inspected  and  found  to 
“  comply  with  the  regulations.” 

Brixworth  Rural. — “  Factories,  laundries,  and  work- 
‘  ‘  shops  have  been  visited  and  kept  clean  and  ventilated.”  Of 
the  bakehouses  “  four  have  been  reported  for  uncleanliness.” 
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Crick  Rural. — The  Sanitary  Inspector  says,  ‘  ‘  it  has 
“  not  been  found  necessary  to  make  any  alterations  in  the 
“  Workshop  Register.  Notices  to  limewash  and  cleanse 
‘  ‘  bakehouses  were  issued  twice  during  the  year,  and  duly 
“complied  with.  There  are  26  workshops,  including  6 
“  bakehouses/’ 

Daventry  Rural. — “  Considerable  time  has  been  spent 
“  during  the  year  in  visiting  the  factories,  workshops,  and 
“workplaces  throughout  the  District,  under  the  Factory 
“  and  Workshop  Act  of  1901,  and  a  close  watch  has  been 
‘  *  kept  on  the  outworkers  ;  but  none  of  these  are  numerous 
“  in  a  rural  district  like  ours,  which  is  almost  entirely  given 
“  up  to  agriculture.  On  our  visits  and  inspections  we  found 
‘  ‘  all  in  a  fairly  satisfactory  state,  and  the  various  sections  of 
‘  ‘  the  Act  carried  out  ;  we  have  no  underground  bakehouses 
‘  ‘  in  the  district,  and  care  was  taken  to  see  that  all  the  bakers 
“  kept  their  bakehouses  in  a  properly  clean  state.  I  have 
“  still  difficulty  in  obtaining  the  February  and  August  lists 
“  of  outworkers  ;  some  for  the  year  have  never  come  to 
“hand.” 

Easton-on-the-Hill  Rural. — “No  action  has  been 
£  ‘  necessary  on  the  part  of  your  Authority  in  any  of  the  Work- 
“  shops  and  Factories  in  this  District.  The  end  of  1908 
there  were  several  cases  of  mercurial  poisoning  at  the  Furrier 
“  Factory  at  Easton  ;  but,  acting  in  consultation  with  the 
“  Inspector  of  Factories,  the  owner  has  entirely  rearranged 
“  the  ventilation,  and  enlarged  the  space  of  the  workshops.” 

Hardingstone  Rural. —  “There  are  four  factories  in 
"  the  district  and  22  workshops.  These  are  visited  regularly 
‘  ‘  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector,  and  always  found  in  a  satisfactory 
“  condition.  .  .  The  bakehouses  are  clean,  and  it  is  seen 
“that  they  are  kept  regularly  limewashed  ;  there  are  no 
“  underground  bakehouses.” 

Kettering  Rural. — “  All  the  factories  and  workshops 


“  have  been  inspected,  and  there  is  sufficient  sanitary  accom- 
“  modation  for  both  sexes  in  all  these  except  in  one  instance, 
“  which  has  been  notified  to  that  effect  and  will  shortly  be 
‘ *  remedied.” 

Middleton  Cheney  Rural. — “  Bakehouses  have  all 
“  been  inspected  regularly  and  found  fairly  satisfactory.” 

Northampton  Rural. — There  is  only  one  small  factory 
and  the  few  ‘  ‘  workshops  are  only  small  rooms  where  one  or 
‘  ‘  more  of  a  family  work.  .  .  These  workshops  are  regularly 
‘  ‘  visited  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector,  and  we  never  find  the 
‘  ‘  least  difficulty  in  getting  them  periodically  limewashed 
“  or  any  other  improvements  made  in  them  which  we  may 

*  ‘  suggest.  .  .  The  Bakehouses  are  clean  and  care  is  taken 

*  ‘  that  they  are  kept  whitewashed  twice  a  year.  There  are 
“no  underground  bakehouses. ” 

Oundle  Rural. — “  Bakehouses,  laundries,  and  such 
“  other  places  as  could  possibly  be  included  in  the  Act  have 
“  been  regularly  inspected  and  found  satisfactory.” 

Oxendon  Rural. — “  The  number  of  outworkers  from 
“  the  factories  is  rather  smaller  than  last  year — 68  as  com- 
“  pared  with  77.  No  matter  in  connection  with  them  has 
“  arisen  during  the  year.” 

Potterspury  Rural. — The  three  “  factories  are  kept 
“  in  a  clean  state,  have  no  wet  floors,  are  properly  ventilated, 
“  and  the  sanitary  accommodation  sufficient.  No  home  work 
“  is  given  out.” 

Thrapston  Rural. — The  Sanitary  Inspector  reports 
that  ‘  ‘  the  21  bakehouses  have  been  visited  from  time  to  time, 
“  and  have  been  kept  in  a  satisfactory  state.” 

1 

Towcester  Rural. — “  Bakehouses  are  27  in  number, 
“  and  have  each  been  visited  twice  in  the  year  and  no  fault 
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‘  ‘  found.  .  .  The  workshops  and  workplaces  have  been  visited 
“  in  conformity  with  the  Factory  and  Workshops  Act,  1901, 
“  and  the  inspector  reports  8  instances  where  there  were 
“  want  of  cleanliness,  and  that  these  were  remedied.” 

Wellingborough  Rural. — “All  factories,  workshops, 

*  ‘  and  bakehouses  have  been  regularly  inspected,  and  kept  in 
“  a  satisfactory  condition.” 

Food  Inspection. 

I  am  glad  to  be  able  to  note  that  there  are  more  references 
in  the  reports  to  the  subject  of  food  inspection,  and  that, 
though  the  amount  of  food  seized  and  condemned  as  unfit 
for  human  consumption  was  not  large,  the  attention  given  to 
the  subject  is  expressed  more  generally.  It  is  noticeable  that 
no  fish  was  found  tainted  and  unfit  for  food  ;  but  it  will  be 
remembered  that  there  was  a  cool  summer,  and  less  difficulty 
than  usual  in  keeping  such  perishable  food  in  fair  condition. 
The  principal  quantity  of  food  destroyed  as  unfit  consisted 
of  carcases,  and  it  is  noteworthy  that  more  than  usual  of  bad 
meat  was  found  in  rural  districts. 

Higham  Ferrers  Borough. — “  During  the  year  there 
“  has  been  no  seizure  of  unsound  meat  or  food.” 

Desborough  Urban. — ‘  ‘  It  has  not  been  found  necessary 
“  to  condemn  any  article  of  food  exposed  for  sale.” 

Finedon  Urban. — “  It  has  not  been  found  necessary 
‘  ‘  to  condemn  any  article  of  food  exposed  for  sale.” 

Irthlingborough  Urban. — The  Sanitary  Inspector  says, 
“  Periodical  visits  and  inspections  have  been  made  with 
“  satisfactory  results,  no  seizure  having  been  made.” 

Kettering  Urban. — According  to  the  Report  of  the 
Inspector  of  Nuisances,  “  four  boxes  of  smoked  fillets  being 


“  adjudged  to  be  unfit  for  human  food  were  condemned  and 
“  destroyed.  Legal  proceedings  were  unnecessary.” 

Oundle  Urban. — “  I  have  had  no  complaints  made  as 
“  to  the  presence  of  unsound  food.” 

Rushden  Urban. — It  appears  from  the  report  of  the 
Sanitary  Inspector  that  “  the  total  amount  of  meat  volun- 
“  tarily  surrendered,  seized,  or  destroyed  was  2  cwt.,  71  lbs. 
“  In  addition  to  that,  45  lbs.  of  unsound  plums  were  seized 
“  and  destroyed  under  a  magistrates’  warrant.” 

Wellingborough  Urban. — The  inspection  of  meat 
is  carried  out  regularly,  and  it  is  recorded  that  no  tuber¬ 
culous  meat  was  found. 

Brackley  Rural. — ‘  ‘  My  attention  has  not  been  called 
“  to  any  unsound  food  exposed  for  sale.” 

Crick  Rural. — The  Sanitary  Inspector  says,  ‘  ‘  two 
‘  *  beef  carcases  were  condemned  as  unfit  for  food  and  des- 
‘ ‘  troyed.” 

Towcester  Rural. — “There  has  been  no  action 
“  necessary  .  .  under  section  117  of  the  Public  Health  Act, 
“  1875,  which  deals  with  unsound  food  deposited  or  exposed 
“  for  sale.” 

Wellingborough  Rural. — “  In  October  a  quantity 
“  of  meat  was  seized  at  the  stores  at  Wollaston,  and  con- 
“  demned  and  destroyed.” 


Cemeteries. 

In  my  report  for  the  year  1908,  reference  was  given  as 
to  the  proposed  site  for  a  cemetery  at  Kingscliffe  ;  as  will 
be  seen,  that  has  been  abandoned  and  a  new  one  provided. 
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The  only  other  reference  as  to  the  need  of  additional  burial 
accommodation  is  that  relating  to  Burton  Latimer. 

Kettering  Rural. — “  A  scheme  for  a  new  cemetery 
“  at  Burton  Latimer  was  submitted  to  the  Local  Government 
“  Board,  and  I  made  a  Special  Report  for  the  official  inquiry, 
“  which  was  held  at  Burton  Latimer  in  November  last.,, 

Oundle  Rural. — At  King’s  Cliffe,  ‘  ‘  the  site  first  chosen 
“  for  a  cemetery  on  the  Blatherwycke  road  was  given  up  as 
‘  ‘  the  scheme  proved  too  expensive,  and  I  was  asked  to  inspect 
‘  ‘  another  site  on  the  Apethorpe  road  ;  a  field  bounded  by 
‘ ‘  land  owned  by  Laws’  Trustees,  and  convenient  to  the  main 
“  road.  Trial  holes  showed  the  subsoil  to  be  red  marl  free 
‘  ‘  from  rocks,  there  is  a  good  slope,  and  no  drainage  is  required. 

*  ‘  There  is  no  dwelling  house  within  ioo  yards.  I  advised  the 
“  King’s  Cliffe  Parish  Council  that  the  site  was  suitable  for 
“  the  purpose,  and  it  was  ultimately  approved  by  the  Local 
“  Government  Board  and  accepted.” 

Bye-Laws. 

The  following  reference  from  the  report  of  the  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  is  important,  in  supplement  to  the  informa¬ 
tion  given  in  1908  as  to  nuisance  bye-laws,  and  especially 
that  which  prohibits  the  keeping  of  swine  within  the  dis¬ 
tance  of  50  feet  from  any  dwelling-place,  in  that  it  records 
the  vesting  of  the  contributory  place  of  Towcester  with  Cuban 
powers.  It  is  also  matter  for  satisfaction  that  bye-laws  as 
to  new  buildings  have  been  granted  for  the  whole  Rural 
District. 

Towcester  Rural. — “During  the  year  the  Rural 
“  District  Council  have  been  vested  with  Urban  Powers 
“  under  sections  112  and  113  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1875, 
“  as  regards  the  contributory  place  of  Towcester.  Bye-laws 
“in  respect  to  nuisances  made  by  the  Council  in  August 
“  1908,  applicable  to  Towcester,  were  allowed  by  the  L.G. 
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‘  ‘  Board  on  February  4th,  1909.  Bye-laws  as  to  new  buildings 
‘  ‘  &c.,  for  the  whole  of  the  district  were  made  by  the  Council 
“on  February  16th,  1909,  and  allowed  by  the  L.G.B.  on 
April  9th,  1909.” 

CHARLES  E.  PAGET, 

County  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

County  Hall,  Northampton, 

May,  1910. 
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LIST  of  DISTRICT  MEDICAL  OFFICERS  OF  HEALTH  for  1910. 


DISTRICT.  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH.  RESIDENCE. 

URBAN 


Brackley  (Borough) 

J.  S.  Fenton,  m.d.,  d.p.h.  ... 

Brackley 

Daventry  (Borough) 
Higham  Ferrers 

C.  E.  Oldacres,  m.r.c.s. 

Daventry 

(Borough) 

F.  D.  Crew,  m.b. 

Higham  Ferrers 

Desborough 

H.  Gibbons,  m.d. 

Desborough 

Finedon 

H.  Burland,  m.r.c.s. 

Finedon 

Irthlingborough  ... 

W.  Robb,  m.b.,  j.p . 

Irthlingborough 

Kettering  ... 

J.  Allison,  M.D.,  D.P.H. 

Kettering 

Oundle 

B.  R.  Turner,  m.b.  ... 

Oundle 

Raunds 

W.  Mackenzie,  l.r.c.p. 

Raunds 

Rothwell 

J.  More,  m.r.c.s. 

Rothwell 

Rushden 

F.  H.  Morris,  m.d.  ... 

Wellingborough 

W  ellingborough 

W.  W.  Clark,  m.d.,  j.p. 

Wellingborough 

RURAL  : — 

Brackley 

G.  N.  Stathers,  m.r.c.s.,  d.p.h. 

Brackley 

Brixworth  ... 

R.  Winterbotham,  m.r.c.s.... 

Brixworth 

Crick 

C.  E.  Tangye,  m.d.,  d.p.h. 

Knowle, 

Warwickshire 

Daventry  ... 

A.  R.  Darley,  m.d.  ... 

West  Haddon 

Easton-on-the-Hill 

T.  P.  Greenwood,  m.r.c.s.  ... 

Stamford 

Gretton 

J.  E.  O’Connor,  m.b.,  d.p.h. 

Kirby  Muxloe, 
Leicester 

Hardingstone 

G.  H.  Percival,  m.b. 

Northampton 

Kettering  ... 

L.  W.  Dryland,  m.r.c.s.,  d.p.h. 

Kettering 

Middleton  Cheney 

J.  I.  Johnson,  l.r.c.p. 

Culworth, 

Banbury 

Northampton 

G.  H.  Percival,  m.b. 

Northampton 

Oundle 

C.  N.  Elliott,  m.b.,  j.p. 

Oundle 

Oxendon 

C.  T.  Scott,  M.B. 

Market 

Harborough 

Potterspury 

C.  Powell,  m.b. 

Stony  Stratford 

Thrapston  ... 

C.  N.  Elliott,  m.b. ,  j.p. 

Oundle 

Towcester  ... 

C.  Simpson,  m.b. 

Towcester 

W  ellingborough 

F.  H.  Morris,  m.d.  ... 

W  ellingborough 
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SUMMARY  OF  REPORTS  OF  THE  DISTRICT 
MEDICAL  OFFICERS  OF  HEALTH. 

Name  of  District.  Prominent  Features  of  Report 

BRACKLEY  BOROUGH,  (a)  Low  general  and  infantile  mor¬ 
talities. 

(b)  Small  amount  of  notifiable 
zymotic  sickness. 

(c)  Improvement  of  public  water 
supply,  and  provision  of  dupli¬ 
cate  pumping  machinery. 

(d)  Action  in  regard  to  condemna¬ 
tion  of  houses  suspended  until 
receipt  of  report  of  L.G.B. 
Inspector. 

DAVENTRY  BOROUGH,  (a)  Low  general  and  infantile  mor¬ 
talities. 

(b)  Considerable  prevalences  of 
Scarlet  fever,  Influenza,  and 
Rubella. 

(c)  Partnership  with  Rural  District 
Council  in  Infectious  Diseases 
Hospital  dissolved. 

HIGHAM  FERRERS  (a)  Low  general  and  infantile  mor- 

BOROUGH.  talities. 

(b)  Small  amount  of  notifiable 
zymotic  sickness. 

(c)  Attention  advised  as  to  the 
filtering  beds  at  the  sewage 
farm . 

(d)  Dairy  cattle  now  inspected  by 
a  Veterinary  Surgeon. 

(e)  Meat  inspected  at  time  of 
slaughtering. 
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Name  of  District.  Prominent  Features  of  Report 

DESBOROUGH  URBAN,  (a)  Fair  general,  but  high  infantile, 

mortality. 

(b)  Small  amount  of  notifiable  zy¬ 
motic  disease,  but  considerable 
prevalence  of  influenza. 

(c)  Serious  failure  of  the  public 
water  supply,  and  efforts  being 
made  to  secure  increased  supply 
of  water. 

(d)  Steam  Disinfector  urgently 
asked  for. 

(e)  Further  improvements  carried 
out  at  the  Sewage  Disposal 
works. 

FINEDON  URBAN.  (a)  Low  general,  but  high  infantile, 

mortality. 

(b)  Small  amount  of  notifiable  zy¬ 
motic  sickness,  but  prevalence 
of  influenza. 

(c)  Attention  being  taken  to  im¬ 
prove  the  effluents  from  the 
Sewage  Farm. 

(d)  No  new  houses  have  been  built. 

XRTHLINGBOROUGH  (a)  Low  general  and  infantile 

URBAN.  mortalities. 

(b)  Small  amount  of  notifiable 
zymotic  sickness. 

(c)  Increased  supply  of  water  to 
the  public  works  required. 

(d)  Modification  of  regulations  as 
to  scavenging  needed. 

(e)  Veterinary  Surgeon  for  the  in¬ 
spection  of  dairy  cows  recom¬ 
mended. 
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Name  of  District.  Prominent  Features  of  Report 

KETTERING  URBAN.  {a)  Fair  general  and  infantile  mor¬ 
talities. 

(6)  Epidemic  of  Scarlet  Fever,  but 
otherwise  not  large  amount  of 
notifiable  zymotic  sickness. 

(c)  Necessity  for  a  Public  Dis¬ 
infecting  Station  for  bedding 
and  clothing  emphasised. 

(d)  Public  water  supply  now  satis¬ 
factory,  but  had  to  be  shut  off 
during  night-time  for  most  of 
the  year. 

(e)  New  Sewage  Disposal  Works 
completed. 

OUNDLE  URBAN.  (a)  High  general,  but  low  infantile, 

mortality. 

(b)  Some  prevalence  of  Scarlet  fever 
and  a  few  cases  of  diphtheria. 

(c)  Use  of  Disinfecting  Station  at 
Infectious  Diseases  Hospital  of 
the  Rural  District  Council  ar¬ 
ranged  for,  but  accommodation 
for  isolating  infectious  cases 
not  yet  provided. 

(d)  Veterinary  examination  of  dairy 
cows  not  yet  instituted. 


RAUNDS  URBAN.  {a)  Low  general  and  infantile  mor¬ 

talities. 

(b)  Small  amount  of  notifiable 
zymotic  sickness. 

(c)  Completion  of  scheme  for  public 
water  supply. 

(d)  Progress  made  with  the  con¬ 
version  of  closets  to  the  water- 
carriage  system. 
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Name  of  District.  Prominent  Features  of  Report 

(e)  Necessity  for  extension  of  works 
for  sewage  disposal. 

ROTHWELL  URBAN.  (a)  Low  general,  but  rather  high 

infantile,  mortality. 

( b )  Small  amount  of  notifiable 
zymotic  sickness,  but  prevalence 
of  influenza. 

(c)  Veterinary  Inspection  of  dairy 
cows. 

(d)  Public  water  supply  satisfactory 
during  the  year. 

RUSHDEN  URBAN.  (a)  Low,  general,  and  fair  infantile, 

mortality. 

( b )  Large  prevalences  of  scarlet 
fever,  and  diphtheria. 

(c)  Disinfection  of  premises  after 
death  from  or  on  voluntary 
notification  of  phthisis. 

id)  A  few  houses  pulled  down  or 
closed  as  unfit  for  human  habita¬ 
tion. 

(e)  Veterinary  examination  of  dairy 
cows  carried  out. 

WELLINGBOROUGH  (a)  Low  general  and  infantile  mor- 

URBAN.  talities. 

(b)  Large  prevalence  of  scarlet  fever, 
and  prevalence  also  of  whooping 
cough  and  measles. 

( c )  Some  attention  to  old  house 
property,  and  abatement  of 
overcrowding. 

(d)  Appreciation  of  the  work  of 
a  Health  Visitor. 


Name  of  District. 

BRACKLEY  RURAL. 
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Prominent  Features  of  Report 

(a)  High  general,  but  low  infantile, 
mortality. 

(b)  Small  amount  of  notifiable 
zymotic  sickness. 

(c)  More  attention  being  paid  to 
matters  of  sewage  disposal  at 
King’s  Sutton  and  Culworth. 

BRIXWORTH  RURAL,  (a)  Rather  high  general,  but  low 

infantile,  mortality. 

( b )  Considerable  prevalence  of 
scarlet  fever,  and  epidemic  of 
measles. 

(c)  Some  slight  increase  of  cottage 
property  during  the  year. 

(d)  More  attention  paid  to  slaughter 
houses,  dairies  and  cowsheds. 

CRICK  RURAL.  (a)  High  general,  but  very  low 

infantile,  mortality. 

(b)  Small  amount  of  notifiable 
zymotic  sickness. 

(c)  Some  improvements  in  sewage 
disposal. 

DAVENTRY  RURAL.  (a)  High  general,  but  low  infantile, 

mortality. 

(b)  Some  prevalence  of  scarlet  fever, 
also  of  measles  and  whooping 
cough. 

(c)  Decision  to  build  an  Isolation 
Hospital  for  use  of  the  District. 

(d)  Progress  made  with  Sewage 
disposal  schemes  at  Winwick  and 
Staverton  ;  delay  at  Weedon 
caused  by  the  War  Office. 
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Name  of  District. 

Prominent  Features  of  Report 

EASTON-ON-THE-HILL 

RURAL. 

(a)  Rather  high  general  and  in¬ 
fantile  mortalities. 

( b )  No  cases  of  notifiable  zymotic 
sickness. 

(c)  Some  cottages  unfit  for  habita¬ 
tion. 

(d)  Alterations  made  at  a  Furrier 
Factory  where  cases  of  mer¬ 
curial  poisoning  had  occurred. 

GRETTON  RURAL. 

(a)  High  general  and  infantile  mor¬ 
talities. 

(b)  No  cases  of  notifiable  zymotic 
sickness. 

(c)  Steam  disinfection  of  clothing 
and  bedding  advocated. 

(d)  General  system  of  scavenging 
commenced  in  the  parish  of 
Gretton,  and  urged  for  other 
parishes. 

HARDINGSTONE 

RURAL. 

(a)  Low  general  and  infantile  mor¬ 
talities. 

(b)  Prevalence  of  scarlet  fever,  and 
two  outbreaks  of  measles. 

(c)  Voluntary  notification  of  tuber¬ 
culosis  established. 

(d)  A  few  cottages  built  during 
the  year. 

KETTERING  RURAL. 

(a)  Low  general,  and  fair  infantile, 
mortality. 

(■ b )  Some  prevalence  of  scarlet  fever 
and  two  severe  outbreaks  of 
measles  ;  also  a  limited  out¬ 
break  of  enteric  fever. 

Name  of  District.  Prominent  Features  of  Report 

(c)  Public  water  supplies  at  Burton 
Latimer  and  Stanion  proved 
very  satisfactory. 

(d)  Scheme  for  drainage  of  Pytchley 
prepared,  and  septic  tank 
finished  at  Thorpe  Malsor. 

MIDDLETON  CHENEY  (a)  High  general  and  infantile  mor- 

RURAL  talities.  x 

( b )  Moderate  amount  of  notifiable 
zymotic  sickness. 

(c)  Poor  condition  of  cottage  pro¬ 
perty. 

(d)  More  active  supervision  over 
dairies  and  cowsheds 

(a)  Low  general  and  infantile 
mortalities. 

(b)  Considerable  prevalence  of 
scarlet  fever  and  influenza,  also 
a  little  of  measles. 

(c)  Improved  ventilation  of  sewe  r 
age  system  at  Duston. 

(d)  Houses  where  necessary  in 
Weston  Favell  now  supplied 
with  water  from  the  Northamp¬ 
ton  Corporation  main. 

(e)  Sanitary  Inspector  qualified  for 
the  inspection  of  meat. 


NORTHAMPTON 

RURAL. 


OUNDLE  RURAL.  (a)  High  general,  but  low  infantile, 

mortality. 

(b)  Some  prevalence  of  scarlet 
fever,  and  a  few  cases  of  diph¬ 
theria. 
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Name  of  District. 

Prominent  Features  of  Report. 

(c)  Continued  value  of  Isolation 
Hospital,  and  amalgamation  of 
Oundle  Urban  and  Rural  Dis¬ 
tricts  and  Thrapston  Rural 
District  urged  for  hospital  pur¬ 
poses. 

(d)  Scheme  for  public  water  supply 
at  King’s  Cliffe  awaiting  ap¬ 
proval  of  Local  Government 
Board.  ' 

OXENDON  RURAL. 

(a)  Rather  high  general,  but  low 
infantile,  mortality. 

( b )  Outbreaks  of  scarlet  fever  at 
Marston  Trussed,  and  of  measles 
at  Wilbarston  and  Clipston. 

(c)  Additional  ventilating  shafts  to 
sewers  at  Clipston,  new  sewage 
disposal  works  at  Sulby,  and 
reconstructed  sewage  disposal 
works  at  Sibbertoft. 

POTTERSPURY 

RURAL. 

(a)  High  general,  but  fair  infantile, 
mortality. 

(b)  Outbreak  of  diphtheria  at  Hart¬ 
well,  and  some  prevalence  of 
scarlet  fever  and  measles. 

(c)  Bad  condition  of  school  closets 
at  Hartwell. 

(d)  Attention  called  to  the  neglect 
of  vaccination. 

THRAPSTON  RURAL. 

(a)  Rather  high,  but  low  infantile, 
mortality. 

(b)  Some  prevalence  of  scarlet 
fever  and  diphtheria,  and  an 
outbreak  of  measles  at  Brigstock 

Name  of  District, 


Prominent  Features  of  Report. 


(c)  Special  report  made  on  the 
scavenging  and  water  supply  of 
Thrapston. 

(d)  Sewage  disposal  works  carried 
out  at  Brigstock,  Chelveston, 
Denford,  Woodford,  Islip,  and 
Twywell. 

TOWCESTER  RURAL.  (a)  High  general,  but  low  infantile, 

mortality. 

( b )  Prevalence  of  diphtheria  in 
some  villages,  and  several  out¬ 
breaks  of  measles. 

(c)  Small  amount  of  vaccination 
performed. 

(d)  Council  vested  with  Urban 
powers  in  respect  of  the  con¬ 
tributory  place  of  Towcester, 
and  bye-laws  as  to  new  buildings 
&c.,  allowed  for  the  whole  dis¬ 
trict. 

(a)  Low  general  and  infantile  mor¬ 
talities. 

(b)  Considerable  prevalence  of 
scarlet  fever  of  a  mild  type,  also 
some  chicken-pox. 

(c)  Difficulties  at  the  Little 
Irchester  Sewage  Farm  owing 
to  trade  refuse  being  dealt  with, 
and  sewage  disposal  works  at 
Wilby  now  completed. 

(d)  Need  of  water  supply  to  Wol¬ 
laston  and  Irchester. 


WELLINGBOROUGH 

RURAL. 
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VITAL  STATISTICS  DURING  1909. 


CAUSES  OF,  AND  AGES  AT,  DEATH  DURING  THE  YEAR  1909 


Table  II 


Deaths  at 

Aged 
under  5 
or 

over  5 

Deaths  from 

URBAN  DISTRICTS. 

All  1 

Ages 

Jnder 

L  year 

1 

and 

under 

a 

5 

and 

under 

15 

I 

15 

and 

under 

25 

25 

and 

under 

65 

65 

and 

up¬ 

wards 

Small  Pox. 

c n 

cO 

c3 

<D 

Scarlet  Fever. 

Whooping  Cough. 

Diphtheria  and 

Membranous  Croup. 

ft 

3 

O 

t-i 

O 

Fever. 

Epidemic  Influenza. 

a 

(-> 

<v 

c 

.3 

O 

Diarrhoea. 

<0 

•  P-H 

<v 

d 

W 

co 

•  f-4 

u 

4^> 

m 

a 

O 

Puerperal  Fever. 

Erysipelas. 

.22 

> 

<—*■ 

ft 

Other  Tuberculous 

Diseases. 

Cancer,  Malignant 

Disease. 

Bronchitis. 

Pneumonia. 

"C 

0 

Ph 

Other  Diseases  of 

Respiratory  Organs. 

Alcoholism. 

Cirrhosis  of  Liver. 

Venereal  Diseases. 

Premature  Birth. 

Diseases  <fc  Accident! 

of  Parturition. 

CO 

CO 

a 

s 

r 

— 

M 

ci 

c 

Accidents. 

co 

CD 

2 

0 

d 

CCi 

All  other  Causes. 

! 

All  Causes. 

B 

ft 

>> 

H 

d 

<D 

d 

H 

Other 

Continued. 

BRACKLEY  (Borough)  . 

28 

4 

1 

1 

12 

11 

Under  5 

5  upwds. 

1 

1 

2 

7 

2 

2 

2 

1 

1 

1 

8 

5 

23 

- — 

DAVENTRY  (Borough)  . 

42 

4 

1  2 

12 

23 

Under  5 

5  upwds. 

2 

2 

4 

5 

2 

4 

1 

4 

18 

4 

38 

HIGHAM  FERRERS  (Borough)  ... 

28 

5 

2 

1 

3 

10 

7 

Under  5 

5  upwds. 

2 

2 

2 

1 

1 

2 

2 

3 

1 

.  3 

2 

— 

1 

- 1 

6 

7 

21 

DESBOROUGH  . 

50 

16 

4 

2 

3 

11 

14 

Under  5 

5  upwds. 

4 

1 

1 

2 

3 

3 

1 

3 

1 

5 

1 

1 

13 

11 

20 

30 

FINEDON 

48 

13 

O 

4 

3 

15 

11 

Under  5 
5  upwds. 

6 

3 

1 

0 

1 

2 

1 

4 

1 

5 

1 

8 

13 

15 

33 

IRTHLINGBOROUGH  . 

44 

8 

4 

5 

16 

11 

Under  5 
5  upwds. 

8 

2 

3  1 

5 

1 

1 

2 

2 

1 

1 

5 

13 

8 

36 

KETTERING . 

365 

80 

19 

16 

18 

139 

93 

Under  5 
5  upwds. 

3 

2 

5 

5 

5 

27 

6 

33 

8 

22 

11 

16 

4 

2 

22 

3  i 

4 

39 

1 

3 

4 

0  0 

T*  O 
rH 

99 

266 

OUNDLE 

36 

.  2 
'  * 

3 

3 

11 

17 

Under  5 
5  upwds. 

3 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

2 

1 

1 

2 

7 

2 

: 

13 

5 

31 

RAUNDS  •••  •••  ••• 

41 

4 

1 

3 

2 

14 

17 

Under  5 
5  upwds. 

1 

6 

1 

_ 

5 

1 

1 

1 

3 

8 

1 

1 

1 

11 

5 

36 

ROTH  WELL . 

51 

12 

4 

3 

5 

8 

19 

Under  5 
5  upwds. 

1 

1 

3 

3 

2 

3 

2 

2 

1 

3 

3 

2 

7 

1 

6 

11 

16 

35 

RUSHDEN  •••  •••  ••• 

130 

31 

5 

14 

7 

45 

28 

Under  5 
5  upwds. 

2 

7 

1 

5 

1 

11 

2 

4 

6 

7 

16 

3 

1 

6 

16 

1 

1 

12 

28 

36 

94 

WELLINGBOROUGH  . 

216 

34 

15 

9 

8 

70 

80 

Under  5 

5  upwds. 

I 

4 

1 

_ 

1 

1 

1 

4 

20 

0 

* 

18 

1 

16 

6 

9 

10 

9 

09 

— 

2 

5 

9 

20 

69 

49 

167 

Totals  for  Combined  Urban  Districts 

1,079 

1 

213  56 

60 

56 

363 

331 

Under  5 
5  upwds. 

1 

4 

7 

9 

i 

4 

17 

1 

8 

15 

1 

4 

5 

91 

6 

24 

1 

88 

22 

69 

22 

37 

1 

1 

9 

4 

54 

6 

4 

118 

6 

14 

12 

109 

301 

289 

810 

Note. — So  far  as  the  information  is  obtainable,  all  deaths  of 


'  ‘  Residents  ”  occurring  in  public  institutions,  either  within  or  without  the  districts,  including  Berry  Wood  Asylum,  are  included  in  this  Table, 

occurring  in  public  institutions  in  the  districts  are  excluded. 

See  Note  on  Table  I.  as  to  meaning  of  “  Residents  ”  and  “  Non-Residents.’ * 


and  deaths  of 


Non-Residents  ” 


CAUSES  OF,  AND  AGES  AT,  DEATH  DURING  THE  YEAR 


1909 


Table  II 


RURAL  DISTRICTS. 

Deaths  at 

Aged 
under  5 
or 

over  5. 

All 

Ages 

Under 

1 

year 

1 

and 

under 

5 

5 

and 

under 

15 

15 

and 

under 

25 

25 

and 

under 

65 

65 

and 

up¬ 

wards 

Small  Pox. 

Measles. 

Scarlet  Fever. 

Whooping  Cough. 

Diphtheria  and 

Membranous  Croup. 

Croup. 

Typhus. 

brackley  . 

— 

104 

10 

9 

2 

2 

2 

25 

63 

Under  5 
5  upwds. 

1 

f  BRIXWORTH  . 

164 

11 

6 

5 

9 

53 

80 

Under  5 
5  upwds. 

1 

CRICK 

42 

2 

1 

1 

1 

11 

26 

Under  5 
5  upwds. 

DAVENTRY  . 

201 

23 

9 

12 

6 

58 

93 

Under  5 
5  upwds. 

1 

1 

1 

EASTON-ON-THE-HILL  . 

23 

5 

1 

2 

4 

11 

Under  5 
5  upwds. 

GRETTON  . 

27 

3 

9 

15 

Under  5 
5  upwds. 

HARDINGSTONE  . 

101 

S 

4 

2 

4 

37 

46 

Under  5 
5  upwds. 

*  > 

O 

1 

1 

KETTERING  . 

159 

28 

13 

11 

5 

36 

66 

Under  5 
5  upwrds. 

8 

5 

1 

1 

MIDDLETON  CHENEY  . 

44 

6 

2 

2 

2 

10 

22 

Under  5 
5  upwds. 

1 

1 

1 

♦NORTHAMPTON  . 

60 

4 

3 

4 

11 

38 

Under  5 
5  upwds. 

1 

1 

OUNDLE 

98 

— 

8 

5 

2 

1 

27 

55 

Under  5 
5  upwds. 

1 

1 

OXENDON  . 

55 

5 

1 

1 

3 

9 

36 

Under  5 
5  upwds. 

1 

POTTERSPURY  . 

87 

10 

10 

4 

28 

35 

Under  5 
5  upwds. 

2 

1 

1 

1 

THRAPSTON  . 

134 

14 

11 

8 

. 

37 

55 

Under  5 
5  upwds. 

1 

3 

TOWCESTER  . 

166 

12 

6 

11 

3 

49 

85 

Under  5 
5  upwds. 

1 

1 

4 

WELLINGBOROUGH 

151 

22 

2 

4 

9 

50 

64 

Under  5 
5  upwds. 

1 

1 

1 

Totals  for  Combined  Rural  Districts  1,616 

171 

76 

61 

64 

454 

790 

Under  5 
5  upwds. 

18 

6 

- 

1 

4 

6 

9 

Fever. 


*£< 

<D 

+-> 

0 


T3 

<D 

0 

■4-i 

G 

C 

O 

0> 

pC 


e3 

N 

0 

<D 

0 

G3 

0 

h-t 

G> 

S 

© 

"d 

'& 

W 


eS 

■2 

c 

XI 

o 


2 


10 


6 


40 


j= 

S-t 

s- 

c2 


Deaths  from. 


TO  ,  .2 

*n  i  c 

O  I 

/- 


G 

W 


O 


5- 

O 


J- 

<L 


t- 

o 


t- 


2 

2 


1 

10 


1 

8 


4 

1 


2 


9 

2 


2 

1 


5 

2 


2 


9 


10 


6 


10 


8 


o 

3 

o 

i- 

© 

X! 

3 


C 


■s  !  .2  H  £ 


TO  .TO  3  TO 

~  2  ©  2  _ 

*;  — •  to  —  to 


9  3 

6g  cc 


o 

C 


8 


2 

87 


3 

5 


2 

3 


1 

8  2 


25 


1 

15 


1 

3 


1 

3 


1 

5 


2 

19  14 


1 

1 


3 

3 


3 

3 


18 

29 


8 


8 

4 

10 


2 

10 


6 


1 

9 


6  6 


I 

y  * 

c  u 

or, 

c-C 

rr. 


fe  S 

.  <*> 
*  x 


O  —  C  M 

'£  c  5  ^  _ 

3  to  .  S  o  3 

3  r  ®  I  3 

a  ©  cr  ©  i  *-  © 

-  £  C«  ->JO  > 


© 

2 

“  'S 

0 

20  <  c 


— '  02  G 

t:  $ 

G  'f.  u. 


tfj 


O' 

rr. 


C 

S 

o 

o 


w 

a> 

S 

#o 

T3 

rTj 


3 


21 


2 

7 


2 


2 

4 

1 

3 


2 


11  2 


3 

1 


1 

4 


2 

1 


1 

1 


6 

13 

3 

4 

14 


<b 

Cti 

G 

cs 

o 

Sh 

CL 

-G 
-*— * 
O 


c 

0Q 

G 

C5 

o 


4 

45 


6 

61 


12 

92 

17 

147 


23 


2 


3 

4  1 


3 


15  3 


1 

5 


11 


1  1 


13 


i 

5 


3 

1 


1 


11  2 


3  5 

116  6 


1  2 
15  16  12 


14  19  1 

- - - 


1 

2  1 


1  21  2 


3 


18  3 


6 


1 

15  6  2 


27  20 

139  128  G7  6 


2  2  36 

5  10  1 


4  1  5 

3  187  29  12 


10 

91 

- 1- 

3  I 
8  ' 

2  i 
8  ! 

3  ! 
35 


15 

54 


1 

8 


3 

39 

32 

169 

6 

17 

3 

24 

12 

89 

41 

118 

8 

36 


4  7 

22  53 


5 

37 


1 

18 


13 

85 

6 

49 


2 

25 


20 

67 


M 


10  25 

42  jl  09 


8 

67 

9 

49 


18 

148 


24 

127 


83 

593 


t  Deaths  in  Northampton  County  Borough  Isolation  Hospitals  numbered  18,  all  of  which  were  of  Non-Residents  of  the  Administrative  County.  »  Deaths  in  Berry  Wood  Asylum  numbered  ss  -h  if  fh>  t  ... 

Note. — So  far  as  the  information  is  obtainable,  all  deaths  of  "  Residents  ”  occurring  in  public  institutions,  either  within  or  without  the  districts  including  BeirvWm  1  \c,!i  ^  ^  f  "*  K,t  3idtuti' l,f  tlK“  Administrative  County. 

occurring  in  public  institutions  in  the  districts  are  excluded,  Sy  um*  are  mcluded  ,n  thls  table,  and  deaths  of  “  Non-Residents 

See  Note  on  Table  I.  as  to  meaning  of  "  Residents"  and  "Non-Residents  " 
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1;369 


Table  111. 


TABLE  showing  the  deaths  of  persons  belonging  to  the  Administrative  County  of  Northampton  which  ov-curieo  m  BE  ^  Mp.tr  deaths  in 

year  .909.  These  have  been  allocated  on  Table  II.  to  the  several  Districts  to  which  they  belonged  and  are  also  included  in 


CASES  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE  NOTIFIED  DURING  THE  YEAR  1909 


Table  IV 


URBAN  DISTRICTS. 

Ages  of  Cases  Notified. 

Number  and  Class  of  Cases  Notified. 

Number  and  Class  of  Cases  removed 

TO  P 

[ospi 

LAL. 

1 

At  all  ages. 

Under  1. 

1  to  5. 

5  to  15. 

_ — - - 

* 

to 

o 

+■> 

»o 

1— 1 

25  to  65. 

1 

65  and  upwards. 

Small  Pox. 

Cholera. 

Diphtheria  (including 

Membranous  Croup).) 

• 

Erysipelas. 

_ _ _ — - - — - — — d 

1 

Scarlet  Fever. 

Typhus  Fever. 

— 

Enteric  Fever.  j 

Relapsing  Fever. 

i 

Continued  Fever. 

Puerperal  Fever. 

1 

.  -  - - - - —  -■  -  ■  -  - —  i 

Phthisis  (voluntary  | 

and  Poor  Law  cases.) 

Chicken  Pox. 

Totals. 

Small  Pox. 

■  '  ■  — -  ■  ,  ■■  -■ — ■ — — — -  ■  I 

i 

Cholera. 

Diphtheria  (including 

Membranous  Croup). 

Erysipelas. 

Scarlet  Fever. 

Typhus  Fever. 

Entoric  Fever. 

O 

> 

o> 

tfj 

c 

J 

jr 

Continued  Fever. 

a? 

> 

o 

hH 

73 

,a> 

a 

b 

0) 

rH 

Totals, 

BRACKLEY  (Borough)  ... 

4(a) 

2 

2 

4 

1 

DAVENTRY  (Borough)  ... 

35 

12 

11 

2 

9 

1 

1 

7 

27 

35  | 

17 

I 

17 

HIGHAM  FERRERS  (Borough) 

6 

5 

1 

1 

1 

4 

6 

_ 

DESBOROUGH  . 

8(b) 

1 

3 

1 

1 

1 

3 

3 

8 ! 

_ 

FINEDON  ...  ...  . 

6(b) 

1 

2 

3 

3 

6 

— 

IRTHLINGBOROUGH  . 

21(c) 

2 

15 

3 

17 

3 

1 

21 

KETTERING  . 

256(d) 

1 

46 

111 

21 

38 

3 

10 

33 

165 

11 

1 

36 

256 

5 

2 

94 

7 

108 

OUNDLE  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

23 

2 

18 

1 

2 

6 

2 

14 

1 

23 

- 

RAUNDS  . 

15 

8 

1 

5 

1 

5 

5 

5 

15 



ROTHWELL  . 

8 

2 

2 

2 

9 

Smd 

1 

4 

3 

8 

i 

RUSHDEN  . 

137(b) 

1 

32 

69 

13 

15 

4 

50 

18 

63 

1 

5 

137 

— 

WELLINGBOROUGH  . 

181(e) 

1 

28 

104 

17 

15 

6 

4 

21 

143 

3 

_ 

_10 

181 

61 

61 

■  - - - - — - - - 

Totals  for  Combined  Urban  Districts 

700 

3 

125 

347 

60 

90 

15 

74 

94 

449 

24 

1 

58 

700 

5 

2 

172 

7 

1 

186 

(a)  Ages  not  given. 


(b)  (c)  (cl)  (e)  Ages  of  3,  1,  36  and  10  cases  of  Phthisis  respectively  not  given. 


CASES  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE  NOTIFIED  DURING  THE  YEAR 


1909 


Table  IV 


RURAL  DISTRICTS. 

Ages  of  Cases  notified. 

At  all  Ages. 

Under  1 . 

0 

0 

+-> 

5  to  15. 

15  to  25. 

1 

0 

0 

+-> 

10 

71 

65  and  upwards. 

Small  Pox. 

BRACKLEY  . 

27(a) 

BRIXWORTH  . 

67 

11 

26 

4 

17 

9 

CRICK  . 

4 

1 

2 

1 

DAVENTRY  . 

60 

1 

4 

30 

9 

14 

2 

EASTON-ON-THE-HILI . 

Nil 

GRETTON  . 

Nil 

HARDINGSTONE . 

53(a) 

KETTERING  . 

59' b) 

1 

9 

28 

6 

10 

2 

MIDDLETON  CHENEY  . 

7| » 

NORTHAMPTON . 

60(a) 

OUNDLE  . 

39 

10 

17 

4 

8 

OXENDON  . 

23 

. 

4 

11 

4 

3 

1 

— 

POTTERSPURY  . 

37 

11 

16 

3 

7 

THRAPSTON  . 

37(c) 

3 

18 

10 

4 

1 

TOWCESTER  . 

44(c) 

6 

20 

1 

9 

6 

9 

smJ 

WELLINGBOROUGH  . 

102  d 

_ 

1 

13 

64 

14 

4 

4 

Totals  for  Combined  Rural  Districts 

619 

3 

71 

230 

64 

75 

22 

Number  and  Class  of  Cases  Notified. 


Number  and  Class  of  Cases  Removed  to  Hospital. 


_  >  " 


Cholera 

Diphtheria  (including 

MembranousCroup) . 

Erysipelas. 

Scarlet  Fever. 

Typhus  Fever. 

Enteric  Fever. 

1  Relapsing  Fever. 

Continued  Fever. 

i  Puerperal  Fever. 

1  ! 

1 

10 

16 

1 

26 

40 

3 

1 

5 

14 

35 

1 

3 

2 

31 

6 

5 

35 

* 

10 

9 

5 

3 

41 

6 

4 

29 

3 

3 

16 

1 

18 

1 

13 

5 

10 

2 

21 

3 

22 

5 

13 

3 

2 

10 

85 

1 

2 

79 

88 

381 

22 

4 

rP 


(a)  Ages  not  given.  .  . 

(b)  ( c )  ( d )  Ages  of  3,  1,  and  2  cases  of  Phthisis  respectively  not  given. 
(e)  One  to  Northam  pton  Borough  Isolation  Hospital. 


if)  Eleven  cases  at  Berry  Wood  Asylum. 

(g)  Remove  !  to  Daventry  Iso’ation  Hospital 

(h)  Removed  to  Oundle  Rural  Isolation  Hospital 


© 

> 

© 

© 

T. 

— 

- 

(-4 

O 

> 

c; 

GQ 

>. 

H 

u* 

> 

f  ^ 

C,  1 

21 

22e 

20 

9  ! 

INFANTILE  MORTALITY  DURING  THE  YEAR  1909 


Table  V 


DISTRICTS. 

Popula- 
tion  esti¬ 
mated 
to 

middle 

of 

1909. 

Births  in 
the  Year. 

Ages  at  Death  Under  One  Year  of  Age. 

j  Total  Deaths  under  1  year. 

All 

Causes. 

Deaths  in 
the  year 
of 

Deaths  from  stated  Causes  Under  One  ear  of  Age. 

Wasting  Diseases. 

Tuberculous 

Diseases. 

oo 

Pickets. 

Meningitis  (not 

Tuberculonsl 

n 3 

<-• 

Q 

f 

> 

c 

w 

| 

Suffocation,  overlying. 

Other  Causes' 

ffc*  ! 

Legitimate. 

Illegitimate. 

Under  1  week. 

1 — 2  weeks. 

2 — 3  weeks. 

3 — 4  weeks 

Total  under  1  Month. 

1 — 2  months. 

2 — 3  months. 

3 — 4  months 

i 

4 — 5  months. 

5 — 6  months. 

J  6 — 7  months. 

cri 

& 

+? 

a 

o 

a 

00 

1 

8 — 9  months. 

9 — 10  months. 

j  10 — 1 1  months. 

2 

+-> 

fl 

O 

a 

<M 

7 

Diseases. 

L/  lull  LILGCU 

Diseases. 

Bronchitis. 

o n 

5? 

a 

t-i 

as 

i  . 

3 

o 

3 

IV 

a 

* 

j  Certified. 

Uncertified. 

1 

Legitimate 

Infants. 

Illegitimate 

Infants. 

V, 

o 

"a 

m 

Chicken  Pox. 

Measles. 

Scarlet  Fever. 

Diphtheria  : 

Croup. 

Whooping  Cough. 

Diarrhoea,  all 

forms. 

Enteritis,  Muco- 

enteritis,  Gastro¬ 

enteritis. 

Gastritis  :  Gastro¬ 

intestinal  Catarrh. 

Premature  Birth. 

Congenital 

Defects. 

Injury  at  Birth. 

'fi  -Z- 
CS 

it 

=1 

5 

^ 

Atrophy, Debility, 

Marasmus. 

Tuberculous 

Meningitis. 

Tuberculous  Peri¬ 

tonitis  :  Tabes 

hOOntnrino 

i  g  . 

*  rn 

i  t§ 
•£.2 

il  hC 

j  t~ 

Erysipelas. 

URBAN— 

BRACKLEY  (Borough)  ... 

— — — — —  •  “  — - - - - ■ 

— 

2,467 

*53 

1 

1 

2 

1 

i  j 

4 

4 

*4 

1 

1 

"1 

2 

DAVENTRY  (Borough)  ... 

3,780 

63 

7 

1 

2 

1 

4 

4 

3 

1 

1 

'  4 

HIGHAM  FERRERS  (Borough) 

2,920 

54 

2 

2 

1 

3 

1 

1 

— 

— 

5 

2 

3 

5 

2 

1 

3 

i 

! 

DESBOROUGH  . 

4,200 

120 

1 

O 

Li 

3 

Li 

7 

5 

i 

1 

1 

1 

16 

15 

1 

15 

1 

i  ! 

8 

i — 

1 

2 

1 

2  1 

FINEDON  . 

4,105 

74 

1 

6 

1 

1 

8 

1 

2 

1 

1 

— — 

13 

13 

13 

4 

1 

2 

- 

1  1 

3 

1 

1  1 

IRTHLINGBOROUGH  . 

4,750 

95 

3 

3 

3 

2 

1 

1 

1 

8 

8 

8 

2 

— 

1 

. - 

i 

2 

- - 

1 

1  1 

KETTERING  . 

31,613 

681 

25 

23 

9 

6 

3 

41 

6 

6 

6 

4 

2 

2 

3 

3 

4 

3 

80 

80 

73 

7 

1 

I 

4 

02 

— J 

6 

14 

— 

7 

7 

7 

1 

11 

OUNDLE  . 

2,404 

40 

2 

1 

— 

i 

2 

2 

2 

2 

RAUNDS 

4,320 

90 

1 

3 

1 

4 

4 

4 

4 

— • — 

3  i 

1 

ROTHWELL  . 

5,175 

*96 

3 

3 

2 

1 

2 

2 

1 

i 

12 

— 

*12 

— 

*12 

3 

2 

2 

2 

- - 

2 

1 

4 

RUSHDEN  . 

15,817 

*284 

5 

4 

3 

12 

1 

4 

4 

2 

2 

1 

1 

2 

2 

31  |*31 

*31 

5 

6 

i 

8 

7  > 

WELLINGBOROUGH  . 

21,000 

405 

27 

12 

2 

2 

2 

18 

. 

4 

1 

1 

2 

3 

2 

i 

1 

1 

34  |*34 

*34 

2 

1 

4 

10  I 

3 

4 

4 

1 

- - - 1 

1 

2 

1 

1  i 

Totals  for  Combined  Urban  Districts  ... 

102,551 

2,055 

69 

60 

20 

15 

7 

102 

21 

18 

16 

10 

10 

3 

8 

6 

6 

4 

4 

213 

209 

4 

204 

9 

2 

1 

2 

6 

15 

54 

10 

6 

30 

3 

1 

i 

23 

18 

13 

3 

25 

RURAL- 

BRACKLEY  . 

7,181 

155 

1 

4 

1 

5 

2 

1 

2 

— 

- - — ~ 

1 

1 

10 

10 

9 

1 

1 

3 

2 

2 

X 

1 

BRIXWORTH  . 

11,820 

204 

12 

3 

2 

1 

6 

1 

1 

1 

11 

*11 

9 

2 

I 

4 

2 

1 

1  : 

1 

2 

CRICK  . 

2,280 

54 

1 

1 

1 

2 

23 

*2 

*2 

1 

- h 

1 

DAVENTRY 

13,425 

282 

11 

14 

2 

1 

17 

1 

1 

1 

— 

1 

— 

i 

1 

21 

2 

19 

4 

1 

2 

8 

1  1 

2 

2 

- - 

2  i 

1 

4 

EASTON-ON-THE-HILL . 

1,500 

38 

1 

1 

1 

2 

1 

1 

1 

— — 

1 

5 

4 

1 

5 

| 

| 

1 

1 

1 

- - 

- - 

1 

1 

GRETTON  . 

1,464 

25 

1 

2 

2 

3 

2 

1 

2 

1 

i. 

— 

2  ! 

- 

1 

HARDINGSTONE . 

7,846 

143 

2 

1 

3 

1 

2 

2 

8 

*8 

8 

1 

1 

3 

1 

i 

• 

1 

KETTERING  . 

13,150 

*278 

2 

3 

1 

4 

10 

4 

2 

1 

2 

1 

1 

3 

i 

2 

1 

28 

28 

*28 

3 

1 

1 

3 

4  ; 

3 

- 

7 

3 

2 

1 

MIDDLETON  CHENEY  . 

2,414 

*60 

1 

1 

1 

3 

1 

1 

i 

6 

*6 

*6 

1 

1 

1 

— 

2 

1 

NORTHAMPTON  . 

6,360 

122 

1 

1 

1 

1 

i 

— 

4 

*4 

4 

2 

— 

- - 

1 

1 

OUNDLE  . 

6,152 

148 

1 

2 

3 

5 

1 

1 

1 

8 

*8 

8 

1 

3 

2 

i 

1 

1 

— 

OXENDON  . 

4,202 

79 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

i 

1 

5 

6 

5 

1 

1 

- - 

_ i 

- 1- 

3  i 

POTTERSPURY  . 

4,932 

97 

5 

1 

2 

3 

1 

1 

1 

2 

i 

1 

10 

*10 

*10 

1 

2 

1 

1 

6 

THRAP$TON  . 

9,960 

253 

2 

5 

1 

— 

1 

7 

1 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 

14 

*14 

14 

1 

2 

2 

1 

i| 

2 

2 

3 

TOWCESTER  . 

9,872 

213 

11 

3 

1 

2 

2 

7 

1 

1 

i 

1 

1 

_ 

12 

12 

22 

12 

3 

1 

1 

i 

3 

1 

1 

1 

WELLINGBOROUGH 

14,040 

*275 

11 

1 

1 

*13 

2 

4 

1 

— 

1 

i 

22 

*22 

1 

5 

1 

4 

1 

1 

1 

3 

1 

4 

Totals  for  Combined  Rural  Districts  ... 

116,598 

2,426 

47 

53 

8 

12 

12 

85 

11 

14 

11 

4 

8 

9 

7 

8 

8 

3 

3 

171 

167 

4 

163 

8 

4 

1 

2 

2 

1 

3 

5 

35 

11 

2 

23 

4 

2 

3 

2 

i 

21 

20 

14 

1 

14 

Totals  for  Administrative  County 

219,149 

4,481 

116 

1,3 

28 

27 

19 

187 

32 

32 

27 

14 

18  17 

15 

14 

14 

7 

7 

384 

376 

8 

367 

17 

6 

1 

3  4 

7 

18 

5 

89 

21 

2 

6 

53 

7 

3 

3 

2 

2 

44 

38 

27 

4 

39 

1 


*  Not  separated 


FACTORY  AND  WORKSHOP  ACT,  1901 


I 


Inspection  of  Premises. 

Nuisances  under  the  Public  health  acts,  includino  those  specified 
in  Sections  2,  3,  7,  and  8  of  the  factory  Act,  as  remediable 
UNDER  THE  PUBLIC  HEALTH  ACTS. 

Offences  under  the 

Factory  and  Workshop  Act. 

Matters 

Notified  to  H.M.  Inspector  of 
Factories. 

Underground 
Bakehouses  (S.  101). 

Number  of  Inspections. 

N  umber 

of  Written  Notices. 

* 

Sanitary  Accommodation. 

Failure  to 
affix 

Abstract  o: 
hhe  Factory 
and 

Action  taken  in  matter- 
referred  byH.M. Inspect 
or  as  remediable  undei 
the  Public  Health  Acts 
but  not  under  the  Fac¬ 
tory  and  Workshop  Act 
(8.  5). 

1 

1  DISTRICTS. 

Factories 

(including 

Factory 

Laundries). 

Workshops 

(including 

Workshop 

Laundries). 

Workplaces 
(other  than 
Out-workers’ 
premises). 

Factories 

(including 

Factory 

Laundries). 

Workshops 

(including 

Workshop 

Laundries). 

W  orkplaces 
(other  than 
Out- workers’ 
premises). 

Want,  oi 
Cleanli- 

Want  of 
Ventiia- 

Over¬ 

crowd- 

Want  of 
Drainage 
of 

Other 

Nui- 

Insufficient. 

Unsuitable 

Not 

separate 

for 

sexes. 

Illegal 

Occupation  of 
Underground 
Bakehouse 
(S.  101). 

Breach  of 
special 
sanitary 
requirements 
for 

Bakehouses 
(SS.  97  to  100). 

Other  offences 
(excluding 
offences 
relating  to 
outwork). 

Other. 

Certificatef 

granted 

during 

In  use  at 
the  end  of 
the  year. 

ness. 

tion. 

ling. 

Floors. 

sances. 

or 

Defective. 

>  Workshop 
Act 

(S.  133). 

Notified  by 
H.M. 

Inspector. 

Reports  (of 
action  uikonj 
1  sent  to  H.M. 
Inspector. 

the  year. 

1 

URBAN 

|  BRACKLEY  (Borough) 

13 

j 

I  DAVENTRY  (Borough) 

.*• 

34 

20 

— 

1 

HIGHAM  FERRERS  (Borough) 

6 

12 

9 

3 

4 

2 

3 

1 

29 

3 

2 

DESBOROUGH  . 

... 

16 

35 

12 

A  4 

12 

*8 

6 

2 

1 

2 

2 

|  FINEDON  . 

•  •  • 

32 

48 

4 

2 

• 

IRTHLINGBOROUGH 

•  •  • 

33 

21 

18 

3 

4 

3 

5 

1 

1 

1 

!  KETTERING . 

•  •  • 

118 

201 

36 

1 

32 

14 

8 

1 

36 

28 

53 

4 

3 

3 

2 

1 

i  OUNDLE  . 

•  •  • 

20 

;  RAUNDS  . 

•  •  • 

64 

20 

12 

1 

3 

3 

3 

9 

ROTHWELL . 

•  •  • 

10 

1 

1 

3 

4 

RUSHDEN  . 

•  •• 

75 

163 

6 

5 

1 

50 

1 

57 

t3 

5 

2 

23 

1 

1 

WELLINGBOROUGH 

•  •  • 

76 

111 

6 

9 

18 

1 

7 

2 

|37 

1 

19 

15 

7 

2 

Combined  URBAN  DISTRICTS 

... 

430 

678 

101 

31 

35 

2 

120 

23 

13 

2 

145 

38 

105 

7 

43 

18 

17 

6 

9 

3 

RURAL : — 

BRACKLEY  . 

1 

!  BRIX WORTH  ...  ’  ... 

... 

5 

2 

CRICK  ... 

... 

31 

12 

j  DAVENTRY  . 

... 

16 

1  EASTON-ON-THE-HILL 

... 

25 

;  GRETTON  . 

... 

6 

12 

6 

3 

HARDINGSTOXE  . 

... 

52 

286 

- 

KETTERING . 

... 

17 

20 

24 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

MIDDLETON  CHENEY 

... 

N  O  RT  HA  MPT  ON . 

... 

OUNDLE  . 

... 

4 

62 

14 

• 

2 

1 

OXENDON  . 

... 

6 

1 

1 

POTTERSPURY  . 

3 

1 

THRAPSTON . 

28 

116 

153 

4 

7 

3 

13 

4 

10 

i. 

o 

AJ 

o 

TOWCESTER  ...  - . 

1 

93 

- 

* 

8 

A 

WELLINGBOROUGH 

••• 

""  I 

56 

83 

59 

11 

17 

9 

21 

*2 

1 

9 

is 

5 

3 

• 

| 

Combined  RURAL  DISTRICTS 

... 

171 

783 

251 

15 

38 

13 

50 

6 

11 

13 

4 

5 

- ' 

3 

3 

3 

1 

ADMINISTRATIVE  COUNTY 

601 

1,461 

352 

46 

73 

15 

170 

29 

13 

13 

158 

42 

110 

7 

46 

18 

20 

9 

9 

4 

The  following  Districts  have  not  yet  adopted  Section  22  of  the  Public  Health  A.cts 

Amendment  Act.  1890  ,  Not  remedled. 


Finedon  Urban. 
Oundle  Urban. 
Rothwell  Urban. 
Brackley  Rural. 
Crick  Rural. 


Easton-on-the-Hill  Rural. 
Gretton  Rural. 

Middleton  Cheney  Rural. 
Oundle  Rural. 

Oxendon  Rural. 


Pottcrspury  Rural. 
Thrapston  Rural. 
Towccster  Rural. 
Wellingborough  Rural. 


|  One  not  remedied, 
j  Referred  to  ll.M.  Inspector. 
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2. 


FACTORY  AND  WORKSHOP  ACT, 

HOME  WORK. 


DISTRICTS. 

l 

outworkers’  lists,  section  107 

Number  of 

1  nspections  o 
Outworkers’ 
Premises. 

13 

OUTWORK  IN  UNWHOLESOME 

PREMISES,  SECTION  108. 

OUTWORK  IN  INFECTED 

PREMISES,  SECTIONS  109,  110 

Lists  received  from  Employers. 

Numbers  of 
Addresses  of 
Outworkers 
received 
from  other 
Councils. 

8 

Numbers  of 
Addresses  of 
Outworkers 
forwarded  to 
other 
Councils. 

9 

Notices 
served  on 
Occupiers  as 
to  keeping  or 
sending 
Lists. 

10 

Prosecutions. 

f 

Instances. 

14 

Notices 

served 

15 

Prosecutions 

10 

Instances. 

17 

Orders 

made. 

18 

Prosecutions  I 
(Sections  ; 
109,  110). 

19  1 

Twice  in  the  year. 

Once  in  the  year. 

!  Failing  to 
keep  or  permil 
inspection 
of  Lists. 

11 

Failing  to 
send  Lists. 

12 

Lists. 

2 

Outwc 

Con¬ 

tractors. 

3 

>rkers. 

Work¬ 

men. 

4 

Lists. 

5 

Outw< 

Con¬ 

tractors. 

6 

irkers. 

Work¬ 

men. 

7 

URBAN— 

BRACKLEY  (Borough)  . 

1 

DAVENTRY  (Borough) . 

6 

140 

10 

130 

| 

l 

”  "" 

1 

HIGHAM  FERRERS  (Borough)... 

9 

— 

34 

8 

6 

6 

1 

DESBOROUGH  . 

16 

310 

6 

4 

2 

130 

10 

13 

I 

i 

FINEDON  . 

20 

150 

4 

300 

IRTHLINGBOROUGH  . 

10 

6 

41 

4 

4 

2 

18 

1 

KETTERING  . 

38 

334 

22 

275 

2 

84 

376 

23 

OUNDLE 

RAUNDS 

6 

566 

5 

52 

52 

53 

10 

123 

ROTHWELL  . 

2 

1 

11 

1 

RUSHDEN  . 

52 

5 

851 

5 

23 

1 

148 

873 

5 

5 

4 

WELLINGBOROUGH  . 

42 

225 

6 

17 

113 

Combined  URBAN  DISTRICTS 

201 

12 

2,662 

32 

350 

84 

326 

14 

2,069 

38 

18 

4 

RURAL— 

BRACKLEY  . 

/ 

BRIXWORTH  . 

CRICK  ...  ...  ...  ... 

- f - 

DAVENTRY . 

4 

4 

109 

2 

2 

42 

2 

54 

EASTON-ON-THE-HILL . 

GRETTON  . 

2 

35 

- -  ■  

HARDINGSTONE . 

2 

■ 

102 

1 

10 

KETTERING  . 

22 

4 

209 

MIDDLETON  CHENEY  . 

... 

!  1 

r 

NORTHAMPTON . 

• 

OUNDLE  ...  ' . 

i 

OXENDON  ... 

2 

68 

4 

68 

POTTERSPURY  . 

- 

THRAPSTON  . 

11 

4 

74 

4 

1 

128 

TOWCESTER  . j 

1 

1 

4 

19 

13 

33 

66 

WELLINGBOROUGH  . 

15 

50 

910 

71 

21 

14 

197 

7 

7 

Combined  RURAL  DISTRICTS 

59 

58 

1,299 

7 

21 

65 

118 

21 

14 

1 

722 

7 

7 

ADMINISTRATIVE  COUNTY 

« 

260 

70 

3,961 

39 

21 

1 

415 

202 

347 

28 

1 

2,791 

45 

25 

4 

The  whole  of  the  Outworkers  given  above,  with  the  exception  of  live  each  at  Kettering  and  Wellingborough  engaged  in  brush-making,  were  in  respect  of  the  making,  etc.,  of  wearing  apparel,  principally  boots  and  shoes 


■ 

' 


. 


FACTORY  AND  WORKSHOP  ACT,  1901 


Table  showing  the  Important  and  other  classes  of  Workshops  in  the  Districts. 


3 


NUMBER 

AND  CLASS  OF  WORKSHOPS. 

Total 

Number  of 
Workshops 
on 

Register. 

DISTRICTS. 

Bakehouses. 

Slaughter¬ 

houses. 

Dairies. 

Curriers. 

Saddl  ers. 

Boot  and 
Shoe 
Trade. 

Dress¬ 

making. 

Tailoring. 

and 

Millinery, 

Cabinet 
Makers, 
Joiners,  and 
Builders. 

Wheel¬ 
wrights, 
Coach- 
builders,  and 
Blacksmiths. 

Motor  Works, 
Bicycle 
Works.  &e. 

Brickyards, 
Quarries.  &c. 

Tinsmiths. 

Painters. 

Iron  and 
Engineering 
Works. 

| 

Basket 

Making. 

Printers. 

Laundries. 

T  n  specified 

- - 

URBAN  : — 

BRACKLEY  (Borough) 

13 

— 

„  1  *•  JF 

r 

13 

— 

DAVENTRY  (Borough) 

7 

— 

20 

27 

— 

HICHAM  FERRERS  (Borough) 

10  *2 

10 

DESBOROUGH . 

... 

7 

3 

15 

25 

FINEDON  . 

... 

20 

20 

IRTHLINGBOROUGH . 

7 

7 

6 

20 

KETTERING  . 

... 

21 

62 

35 

4 

6 

: 

1 

*10 

139 

OUNDLE  . 

... 

Not  stated 

RAUNDS  . 

... 

6 

1 

3 

8 

2 

1 

1 

1 

23 

ROTHWELL  . 

... 

9 

10 

6 

25 

RUSHDEN  . 

18 

45 

16 

60 

139 

WELLINGBOROUGH . 

fl80 

180 

Combined  Urban  Districts . 

... 

75 

3 

1 

127 

65 

6 

6 

1 

1 

2 

334 

621 

RURAL : — 

BRACKLEY  . 

1 

1 

BRIXWORTH  . 

... 

Not  stated 

CRICK  . 

... 

6 

20 

26 

DAVENTRY  . 

1 

2 

6 

2 

2 

2 

1 

16 

EASTON-ON -THE  HILL 

... 

31 

31 

GRF.TTON  . 

... 

6 

6 

HARDINGSTONE  ...  . 

14 

9 

29 

22 

74 

KETTERING  . 

... 

24 

20 

44 

MIDDLETON  CHENEY 

... 

Nil 

NORTHAMPTON  . 

; 

86 

86 

OUNDLE  . 

... 

— 

— 

40 

40 

OXENDON  . 

... 

10 

1 

5 

1 

17 

POTTERSPURY  . 

... 

2 

1 

3 

THRAPSTON  . 

... 

£139 

139 

TOWCESTER  . 

27 

2 

6 

2 

1 

2 

2 

1 

2 

45 

WELLINGBOROUGH . 

•  •  • 

26 

23 

6 

22 

77 

Combined  Rural  Districts 

... 

114 

9 

29 

4 

35 

11 

8 

4 

3 

2 

1 

1 

2 

1 

381 

605 

ADMINISTRATIVE  COUNTY 

...1 

189 

12 

29 

1 

4 

162 

76 

8 

4 

9 

2 

1 

6 

1 

1 

3 

3 

715 

1,226 

*  Tinsmiths,  Carpenters,  and  Curriers.  |  Register  being  revised.  £  102  Workplaces  for  Boot  and  Shoe  Work  and  Tailoring. 


